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wee LORD, 


I Do myfelf the honour, in confequence of Your 
Lordfhip’s permiflion, to dedicate this Hiffory of 
Dahomy to Your Lordfhip, as the only proof 
which, at this diftance, I can give of my gratitude 
for your uncommon attentions; and as a fincere 
teftimony of the many advantages which I daily 
fee refult to the Britifh Commerce and Shipping, 
from Your Lordfhip’s Commercial Legiflation. « 


ae Permit 


[ iv ] 
Permit me only to add, that I fhail in every 


fituation endeavour to prove myfelf worthy of 
being confidered as, 


My Lorn, 


Your Lordfhip’s 
Moft faithful, 
And moft devoted Servant, 


Archibald Dalzel. 


Cape-Coaft-Coftk, Africa, 
26 Fune, 1793. 
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Tue contemplation of man, in the various fituations and under 
the different circumftances in which he from time to time pre- 
fents himfelf to our view, is one of the nobleft employments 
of the philofophic mind, as it immediately leads to that felf- 
knowledge which defervedly holds the pre-eminence over all 
others, and which cannot be obtained without it. 


To arrive at a juft knowledge of human nature, a progrefs. 
through the hiftory of the ruder nations is effentially neceffary. 
It is from the actions of mankind, when feen under little other” 
controu] than that of their own will, that the tendency and 
effects of the paflions appear more clearly and truly, than when 
under the influence and reftraint of the laws of refinement: nor 
is there any other way to judge of the value of cultivation, ia 
the eftimate of human happinefs, than by this kind of com- 
parifon. 


But the hiftory of favage nations is very difficult to be ob- 
tained. Themfelves have no records; nor, without other in- 
citement, will travellers more cultivated remain long enough 
among them, to become acquainted with their language, cuftoms,, 
manners, and opinions, to forma true picture of a people. Scraps 

haftily 
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haftily picked up and ill underftood, put into form by a fertile 
imagination, conftitute moft of thofe works that are offered 
under fuch name: whence arife the many ftrange notions and 
prejudices that we are apt to entertain of thofe people, and 
to refute which nothing is wanted, but a refidence for a due 
time amongft them. It therefore becomes necefflary to fay fome- 
thing concerning the following Work, in order to fhew the 
ground of credibility it {tands on, and to give the reader a fuffi- 
cient confidence in the truth and candour with which the faéts 
are reprefented. For this purpofe, the names of the Authors 
alone would be fufficient to thofe acquainted with them: to 
others it will be neceffary to mention, that the late Mr. Robert 
Norris, of Liverpool, whofe death, fince the writing of this book, 
is juftly regretted by all who knew him, was eighteen years in 
the African trade, was well acquainted with the language and 
cuftoms of the people, and was indefatigable in obtaining, from 
both blacks and whites, the memoirs from which his part of 
the work was written. ‘Befides, his own obfervation furnithed 
many curious and interefting facts, as will be found in his hiftory 
of Ahadee, and his journey to Abomey in 1772, which are 
here a fecond time printed, with many corre¢tions and emenda- 
tions, finifhed during his laft illnefs. 


The life of Adahoonzou II. and the beginning of the reign of 
Wheenoohew, the prefent king of Dahomy, are collected from 
the communications of Lzozel “Abfon, Efg. the prefent Britith 
Governor at Whydah ; of whom we need only fay, that he has 
been feven and twenty years refident on the coaft, and upwards 
of twenty in the prefent government ; where, from his fituation, 
and a thorough acquaintance with the people and their lan- 

guage, 
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guage, he has been enabled to obtain every information he could 
defire, or they afford; and this the more readily, as his great 
Knowledge is found no lefs ufeful to them, than to his em- 
ployers. 


Mr. Da/ze/ had collected thefe, and written the Introduction, 
when, his duty calling him to Cape Coaft, he was obliged to 
leave the care of the prefs to a friend ; a circumftance the more 
to be regretted, as his great intelligence in the fubject, had he 
been prefent, might have afforded it a higher degree of perfec- 
tion than it has now to boaft of: his competence to fuch a tafk 
cannot be doubted, after reading the Introduction juft men- 
tioned, the refult of near thirty years obfervation, feven of 
which he was refident in Guinea, and four of thefe Governor 
at Whydah, in which government he was. fucceeded by Mr. 
Abfon. 


Before leaving England, in 1792, he conceived that the ad- 
dition of the preceding reigns would render the work more com~ 
plete, and fo, more worthy the liberal encouragement of his 
numercus friends. ‘This part therefore is fupplied, from all the 
authors that could be found who had treated of the fubject; but 
principally trom Snelzgrave, whofe ftyle carries with it the irre- 
fiftible evidences of truth, which are fimplicity and candour. 
How it is executed, is 1ubmitted to the judgment of the reader. 
If it does not difgr ce the reft of the Work, the writer is fatisfied ; 
and whilft he declares that he has ufed his utmoft pains to pre- 
vent cenfure, he does not offer himfelf as a candidate for praife, 
nor wifhes to lay claim to any part of the. book but its errors.. 


This 
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This Work, confidered as a collection from feveral writers, 
will doubtlefs require much indulgence for the inequality of the 
ftyle, for a few repetitions that might otherwife have been 
avoided, and for fome errors of the prefs, which great care has 
not been able to obviate. But Candour is the bofom-friend of 
Judgment; and the Editor, pleading a defire to pleafe, need not 
fear pardon where he has failed, when affifted by fuch an advo- 
cate. Even the title might have appeared more fuitable to the 
Work, had it been Memoirs, rather than Hiftory: to which 
Jaft it can claim no other right, but that of containing every 
thing hiftorical that its collectors could find relating to Da- 
homy. The Notes generally fhow the authorities from which 
they are taken; thofe marked with R. N. were given by 
Mr. Norris; thofe with A.D. by Mr. Dalzel; and the few 
with J. F. were thofe added after his departure: when they are 
without thefe marks, they belong to the writer of the text 
referring to them. 


The curious fruit mentioned in the Introdu@ion, and to 
which I have given the name of oxyglycus, I find was known 
to Des Marchais, who defcribes it* as a little red fruit, 
which, being chewed, gives a {weet tafte to the moft 
four or bitter things. But he miftakes, where he fays that 
the feed is much like pear-kernels; for fome of the natives 
of Cape Coaft, with whom I have lately converfed, affirm, 
with Mr. Dalzel, that it is a ftone-fruit; that it is called 
affabab on that part of the coaft; and that it grows on a tall 
fhrub, not on a tree, the fruit hanging down in clufters, like 
the cherries of the laurel, This muft be diftinguithed from 

the 


* Tom. II. p.203; & vide Prevoft, Tom. IV. p. 350. 
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the &:/a, or doef, mentioned by feveral authors, as giving a 
relith to water or palm wine; which grows on lofty trees, as 
this was faid to do; but which, to Bofman, feemed to bea 
{pecies of the areka, or deetle*. 


Similar to our account of the ceremony ufed in dooming the 
King of Eyeo to death, and of its confequences, is that related 
by Diodorus Siculus, in his defcription of the Ethiopians. It is 
not, fays this hiftorian, the cuftom of the kings of Ethiopia, 
to put their fubjects, though condemned, to death. They 
fend to the criminal, by the proper mefflenger, a token of his 
doom; which he refpectfully receives, and, retiring to his 
own houfe, kills himfelf. To which we may add, that 
there were fome cafes where this mode was pratifed in other 
countries; but that which moft applies to our inftance, is what 
follows. In like manner, continues he, did the priefts at Meroé 
at towards the king himfelf; for when they withed to be rid 
of him, they had only to acquaint him, that the oracle of the 
Gods, whofe will, they told him, no mortal ought to difpute, 
had decreed, that he fhould put himfelf to death: a fummons 
which never met with refiftance till the time of the fecond Pto- 
lemy ; when Ergamenes, one of their kings, whofe mind had been 
improved by the learning and philofophy of the Greeks, on 
receiving fuch an imperious and dreadful meffage, inftead of 
compliance, led his army to the city of Arata, the refidence of 
the priefts, and the feat of their golden temple, where he de- 
itroyed the whole knot of them and their adherents, and for ever 
abclithed the cufiom., 


b This 
* Boman, p, 287: 7) Wide Hitt, p.12, 156. 
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This meflage was no doubt accompanied with the fame 
formalities as in other inftances ; and fome token fent to the 
king, to confirm the fentence, as well as to give it authen- 
ticity; which token, though it might not be the fame 
with that ufed at Eyeo, ftill produces a coincidence in a very 
extraordinary cuftom, that for countries fo diftant, and times fo 
remote, muft appear very remarkable. Nay, fo many inftances 
of this kind are found, between the cuftoms and ceremonies of 
different and diftant parts of Africa, that, we are often led to con- 
clude there muft, at an early period, have been an intercourfe 
between them. Time has erafed the wra from the page of 
hiftory ; but the veftiges of fuch an intercourfe may {till be 
perceived in facts of this ftriking nature. 


Moreover, when we confider that the beft hiftorians affirm the 
Nigritians to have been the firft inhabitants of Africa, and that 
the tawny people were interlopers ; we may as reafonably fup- 
pofe thofe cuftoms to have originated amongft the inhabitants, 
as amongft their invaders, and to have travelled fowards the 
North, rather than from it. There is no more reafon to fup- 
pofe Nigritia to have been always in its prefent ftate of igno- 
rance and barbarity, than Ethiopia, Egypt, and Greece; only 
that the period of its grandeur is farther removed. The fall of 
refinement into barbarifm, we well know, is much more rapid 
than its rife; and this, becaufe when refinement is carried be- 
yond a certain. pitch, it evaporates the metal as well as the 
drofs; enervates the body, fo as to unfit it for the hardy refift- 
ance of violence; and renders the mini folight, that it becomes 
the plaything of every plaufible wind that may be directed 
again{t it. 


On 


2 18 1 WY A 1d XI 


Cn the other hand, we have no more reafon to fuppofe the 
Pheenicians or Ethiopians to have been always the fame culti- 
vated people that they were in the times of Solomon, Alexander, 
and Prolemy, than to fuppofe the fame of Britain from its pre- 
ient ftate; when we know, that {carce 2000 years are elapfed, 
fince the chief ornament of our politeft ladies, was the length 
of their hair, and the blue tattooing of their bodies. 


T would not here be underftood as intimating, that all the 
{imilar cuitoms of Guinea, and the northern or eaftern nations 
of Africa, took their rife in the fouth; becaufe many of them 
fhew the contrary, having an immediate relation to Mahom- 
medanifm, and fuch as have evidently been introduced fince 
the Hegira; partly by the incurfions of the Arabs, and other 
nations, partly by commercial intercourfe: it is only to thofe of 
fuch a nature as this juft mentioned, that we would apply our 
hypotheiis. 


The map is that of Mr. Norris, with a few additions ; which, 
for the places on the coaft, and the pofition of Abomey, is near 
enough to the truth; but in the internal parts is far from being 
Gifcriminate: the fituations, much more the boundaries, of 
many of the kingdoms mentioned in our hiftory, being very 
imperfectly known to the Europeans, or even to the Daho- 
mans themifelves, as I have had occafion to obferve in feveral 
of the Notes. Even the diftance between the fame two places 
is diferently ftated by thofe who have travelled over it. For 
inftance, from Whydah beach to Abomey, which is perhaps 
the moft beaten track, by Europeans, of any in Africa, the di- 

1 {tance 
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ftance is reckoned, by Mr. Lambe to be 200 miles; whilft 
Mr. Norris makes it 112, and Mr. Dalzel only 96. Nor is. 
this all; the very names of the fame place are as difcordant as 
the pofitions or diftances. Whydab, as.it is proncunced by the 
natives, who found the «w of it ftrong, like that in whzp, the 
French write Juida; the Dutch, Fida, &c. Eyeo is written 
many different ways, as may be feen in the Notes ;. but not 
in that which I prefume is the right one, viz. Gago. Snelgrave 
miftakes Mahee for Eyeo, which he calls Yahoo; very near: 
to the Arabian found of Gago. Gago, fo called by Leo, is 
written Kuku, by the tranflators of the Nubian Geographer, and 
Gugoo by the African difcoverers. Afiiante, founded A fhantee, is. 
by fome called Inta; which country I conjecture to-be our Tap- 
pah: and many other fynonyma are to be found, much more dif- 
fimilar in their appearance than thefe. So that under fuch con- 
fiderations it proves oftentimes very difficult. to afcertain, 
either from books or travellers, the identity of many towns 
and countries: as I have experienced, in common with others 
who have undertaken that labour; and of which more hereafter. 
This being the cafe, we muft be indebted to circumftances, 
and fometimes to conjecture, for the probable, when we cannot 
obtain the actual, fituation of places: and from thefe helps we 
have been led to conclude the identity of Dauma and Dahomy ; 
of Gago and Eyeo; of In-Ta and Ta-pah ; and to give a pofi- 
tion of thefe from Abomey, and from each other, different in. 
the Notes from thofe found in the body of the Work ; as I did 
not think proper to ater that without greater certainty. There 
is one error, however, that fhould be corrected; I mean the 
latitude of Abomey, which, in the fecond page of the Intro- 
duction, is faid to lic in 9 degrees 50 minutes north, agrceable 

CG; 
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to its place in former maps ; but which fhould have been 7 de- 
grees 59 minutes north, in conformity to our own. 


I hall now account for the reafons that induced me to adopt 
thefe ditferent names, as fynonyma, that this liberty may not 
appear the mere effect of imagination, and in hopes that I may 
thereby fave fome trouble to future enquirers: the difficulty 
attending on almoft every invefligation relative to the interior 
African geography being fuch, that to travel through Nigritia 
on paper, is almoitas dreary and devious as through the country. 
ittelf, 


The identity of Dauma and Dahomy, is clearly proved from: 
their fituation, which on all the maps is the fame, viz. on the. 
eaitern fide of, and adjacent to, the river Volta; though it is: 
not eafy to trace by what means the ancient geographers obtained 
the knowledge of its pofition fo truly. It muft be obferved,. 
that the name of Dauma does not occur in any author, nor in 
any mup that I have feen, till after the appearance of Leo’s. 
Deteription of Africa; for in 1561 it is not to be found in the 
maps of Rufcelli; though even the Latin tranflation of Leo,. 
which muft have been fubfequent to the author’s edition, had. 
then been publifhed fix years: yet it is in the Planifphere of 
P. Plancius, dated 1594,.and in the Atlas of G. Mercator, who 
died in that year: fo that it was probably introduced by Sanutus, 
who is ftyled the exacteft divider of Africa, and whofe Geo- 
graphy was publithed at Venice in 1688. If fo, for 1 have 
rot the book. this author feems to have had further information 
than that afforded by Leo; for he has not only placed the 
hinzdom cf Dauma in the very fituation it is now found to 
occupy, but even the capital of the fame name in about nine 

decrees 
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degrees north, in which he has been followed by moft of the 
fubfequent geographers, and which anfwers near enough to the 
latitude of Abomey: whereas Leo* only makes a general men- 
tion of this, with feveral other kingdoms, which ‘he fays are 
on the fouth of Nigritia. 


There is a circumftance that, though perhaps it may only be 
the engraver’s error, is too remarkable to be pafled over; which 
is, that the town Dauma is in Plancius’s map} fpelt Dauma. 
If this be intentional, the near coincidence of this found with 
Dawhee, the former capital, is ftill more extraordinary. 


In the maps belonging to Sir Jonas Moore’s Mathematics, 
publifhed in 1681, which were revifed and prepared for the 
prefs by Dr. Halley, and faid to be taken from the newe/t 
geographers extant, we ftill find both the kingdom and town 
of Dauma preferving their former pofition ; and it is not till 
after the publication of the Doétor’s own map, in 1700, that 
they are fupplanted by Ardra and other places ; which, as they 
were found by himfelf or other navigators to lie along the 
coafts, were too haftily fuppofed to run far inland: but the 
conqueft of Ardra and Whydah, by the Dahomans, in 1727, 
once more brought to light this ancient and warlike people ; 
and replaced their kingdom in its former fituation, with the 
flight alteration of the name from Dauma to Dahomy, as it was 
given by Captain Snelgrave, 


Tn 
* WWeo, Book I Chapa 


t+ This map is in one fheet, and is probably a contraétion of his larger 
onc, publifhed in 1592, which I have not. 
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In many maps there is another kingdom of Dauma, confide- 
rably to the eaftward of this, of which no account has hitherto, | 
I believe, been given. Sanutus himfelf places the fecond Dauma 
with the cther kingdoms of Gothan and Medra, between 
Gaogo, Borno, and a country as little known as either of thofe 
it hounds, called Fudeorum terra. But the inconftant pofition 
of this latter Dauma in the maps, and the determinate one of 
ours, renders fuch ambiguity worth no more than the mere 
mention. 


As to the name of Fouin, or Foy, which the natives fay was 
formerly that of Dahomy, it might be another appellation of the 
fame country, like that of England for Britain, &c. with the 
confideration of which I fhall neither tire myfelf nor the reader. 


The pofition of Dahomy, or Dauma, once determined, it wiil 
not be dithcult, I think, to inveftigate that of Eyeo. The Da- 
homans fay, it is to the N.E. of Affem, or Great Ardra; but 
whether to the N. E. or N. W. thus much is certain, that it is 
to the northward, and that it muft be a nation immediately 
adjoining to Dahomy ; fince there is no mention throughout 
our Hiitory of any intermediate one, which muft have been the 
cate, had it exifted, from its interference in fome of the many 
tranfactions that have paifed between the two kingdoms. It 
is the commen opinion, that the mutual boundary of Eyeo and 
Dahomy, is part of that chain of mountains which forms a line 
of tensration between a great part of Nigritia and Guinea. Now 
the eniv country aJjoining to Dahomy; en the north, and bear- 
ing eny “minity to Haiho, or Eyeo, is Gago; which preferved its 
Vicinity to the river Vota, and confzquently to Dahoiny, till 

within, 
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within a few years; when new names induced geographers, 
perhaps too haftily, to difturb the former pofition of places. 
From Plancius to the time of Senex, Gago is the N. W. boun- 
dary of Dahomy. In D’Anville, Gago is changed to Gogo, 
and removed further to the northward; as it is, under the 
name of Gugoo, in the late map of Major Rennel, added to the 
difcoveries of the African Affociation. Before thefe authors, 
I believe, there is no intermediate country found between Gago 
and Dahomy ; nor perhaps would there yet, if our late infor- 
mation had. been more accurate. 


As to the difference in form between the two words, it may 
have arifen from the different manners of reprefenting Arabic 
words in Roman characters, or of different nations reprefenting 
the fame found. In the former cafe, it is very eafy to make fuch 
a miftake, as thefe three founds, viz. G, foft*, Hh, and Ch, 
are reprefented in Arabic by the fame character, with the help 
only of a fingle point 5 and that the latter is often the fact, I 
have already fhewn in feveral inftances. 


But Snelgrave fays, from the information of the Portuguefe 
Mulatto found at the court of Trudo, that Eyeo is ‘* many 
«« days journey off, beyond a great and famous lake, which is 
‘¢the fountain of feveral large rivers, that empty themfelves 
«into the Bay of Guinea.” Let us confider this defcription. 
Affem, or Ardra, where our Author then was, is diftant from 

Gago, 
% This is nearly the Englith found of E afpirated, or He. Moore fays, the 


kingdom called Ghana, by the Nubian Geographer, is founded Yany by the 
natives. Travels, p. 15; et v. Appendix, p.6, 66. 


+ Walton. Introduc., ad Le@tion, Linguar. Orientalium, 
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“Gago, in Senex’s map,* twelve or fourteen days journey, at 
about twenty miles per day: but then it is confiderably to the 
fouth-weft of the lake alluded to, if by fuch lake be meant that 
called by fome writers Guarda, or Sigefines : which lake alfo has 
had feveral names and places, till at laft it has vanithed; for the 
fmall lake found near Ghanah, in Major Rennel’s map, differs 
too much in fituation to be confidered as its remains: it might 
rather be taken for thofe of Ptolemy’s lake Lybia. 


The middle of the lake Sigefines, according to Senex, lies 
in about 13 degrees north and 5 degrees eaft of London; con~- 
fequently, it is fomething to the eaftward of Ardra; but it 
does not fee to hold a place in the ancient maps. Ptolemy 
has no one that correfponds to this fituation; though fome 
have placed it near his lake Lybia, and others, to that which he 
calls Nigrites: to this laft, one part of Snelgrave’s defcription 
beit aniwers, as they generally make it the fource of many 
rivers, 


Ptolemy places the lake Nigrites at the north-weft extremity 
of the river Niger, clofe to the Mandrian mountains ; on the 
other fide of which is the head of the Maffa ; which river nearly 


anfwers in pofition to that of the river Senegal. 


Who firft difcovered this lake, or who gave it the name of 
Sigeimes, or Guarda, I know not. It is neither in Edrifi nor 


c Leo; 


* I thall here ufe Senex’s map of Africa, engraved in 1740 for Poftlethwaite’s 
Dictionary, as a very good one for the time, and better adapted for our purpofe 
than thofe of more modern date, from its correfpondence with former writers - 
in which point of view the old map of H. Moll will alfo be found very ufeful. 
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Leo; yet it was known before Sanutus, as I find it in Rufcelli’s 
modern naps, annexed to his edition of Ptolemy’s Geography, 
which was printed at Venice in 1561. He alfo lays down the 
Niger lake, which he defcribes as the fource of two rivers: 
that running to the northward he calls Rio de Oro, which 
opens into the Atlantic Ocean in about the latitude of 19 degrees 
WNoith; the other, with a fouth-weft courfe, joins the fame 
ocean in about 8 degrees North. 


Barbet, who wrote in the latter end of the laft century, gives 
the fulleft account of this lake, that I have met with in any 
author. He fays, the ableft geographers of this age, after much 
contefting about it, agree, that the Niger runs in a body from 
the lake Sicefmes, or of Guarda, which extends about 100 
leagues from eaft to weft, and about 50 from north to fouth ; 
and lies in about twelve and a half degrees of North latitude 
from London, and between the 4th and oth degrees of Eaft 
longitude. This lake, purfues he, fome fay, waters Mandingo, 
Guber, and Gago, on the fouth; and Agadez and Cano on the 
north; and from it runs to the weftward the continuation of 
the Niger, that is then called the Ica, or Sanaga, and which, at 
Cantorfi, or Cantozi, divides into feven branches. ‘Thefe he 
enumerates: two, he fays, are the rivers Senegal and Gambia ; 
the others are, Rio St. Joao, Rio St. Domingo, Rio Grande, 
and its two branches, the Guinala and Biguba. Though, he ob- 
ferves, that this divifion is difputed by others, who hold, that 
none of thefe proceed from the Niger*; which feems to be the 
prefent opinion. 


* Barbot’s Defcription of the Coafts of North and South Guinea,.— 
Churchill’s Voyages, Vol. V. 
Be 
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Be that as it may, this pofition and general defcription is near 
enough to that afliened by Snelgrave; for by calculation I find 
the middle of the Sigifmes lake bears from Ardra about N.N.E. 
diftance 374 miles ; which, at tweuty miles per day, is nine- 
teen or twenty days journey, and fo far agrees with the Daho- 
man account. 


As to the flowing of the rivers arifing from this lake into the 
Gulph of Guinea, itis perhaps a mixed idea. In Rufcelli, the 
Volta, and feveral other rivers that run to the fouth, feem to have 
their fources near this lake ; and perhaps a fight of his map, or 
of the information from whence it was drawn, may have led to 
fuch exprefiion. Certain it is, the old geographers have de- 
f{cribed the Niger to abound in lakes; though this feems to be 
a doubt with the moderns. Perhaps both may be right. The 
ovettiowing cf the Niger may in time have produced ftrange 
changes in the country; efpecially as its courfe has had no 
interruption from human induftry: and we might inftance the 
environs of the Cafpian Sea, and feveral places within the limits 
of our own enquiry, where great changes have been made in 
the face of the country from rapid waters frequently overflowing 
their banks. Major Rennel has explained this in a very ingenious 
way, in a peper on the Ganges and Burrampooter rivers, pub- 
Mfhed in the 71ft volume of the Philofophical Tranfactions. 
And Mr. Beaufoy, in his account of the African Difcoveries, 
mentions 2 river near Teffouwa, to the eaftward of Mourzouk, 
that was overwhelmed by the moving fands; which the perfon 
who, in 1789, gave this informatioa, remembered a deep and 
rapid ftream. 

C2 From 
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From all which it appears, that the former, if not the:pre- 
fent, exiftence of fucha lake is eftablifhed ; that itis many days >= 
journey from Ardra, is the fource of many great rivers, and 
that Gago is in its neighbourhood ; all which, anfwering to 
the pofition and defcription that are affigned to Eyeo, by Snel- 
grave and the Dahomans, prove the identity of thefe two 
places, as exactly as can be expected from information fo dark 
and confufed as is every part of that relating to the geography 
of the interior Africa. . 


The only powerful neighbour to Gago, is Affiante, or Intas . 
which is particularly defcribed, about the year 1700, by Bof- 
man and Barkot*, as a country then but lately known to the Eu- 
ropeans ;, abounding in gold, and bordering on Gago, N.E. byN. 
and as an inftance of its greatnefs, Bofman tells us, that in two 
battles with the Dinkirans, its neighbours, there were flain on 
both fides upwards of an hundred thoufand men; that Dinkira 
was deftroyed by them, and lay then in ruins. This induced me 
to think, that In-Ta and Ta-pah, as well as Affiante, might - 
mean the fame place, as we find of Mahee and Yahou, &c. 
e(pecially as none other can be found in the neighbourhood 
of Gago able to ftand in competition with it. 


I have dwelt perhaps too long on fo barren a fubject ; but was 
fearful, by the affertion of what was merely hypothetical, that I 
might juftly incur cenfure, | if I did not thew the reafons for my 
opinion; therefore I have gone into this detail, that the reader 
might the better judge for hee. The inveftigation has been 
attended. 

* Bofinan, 56, 57. Barbot, 451» 


je OR 1B IP 4) © 13. XXfi 


attended with much more labour than recompence; but I 
think thofe who pretend to inform others, fhould take great care 
that themfelves are not deceived ; not only becaufe by fuch inat- 
tention they propagate error, but becaufe they moft deceive thofe 
who place the greateft confidence in them. 


The principal impediment to the improvement of the geo 
graphy of Africa, ieems rather to arife from the jealoufy of the 
inhabitants of the f2a-coaits, in permitting white men to travel 
through their country, than from the danger or difficulty at. 
tending the penetration: though it muft be confeffed that it 
cannot be entirely fafe to venture through regions, where the 
people are often as favage as the beafts of prey. This jealoufy 
originates in their fears, left either the advantages of their trade 
with Europe fhould be leflened, or perhaps transferred, from 
them to their neighbours; or that the inland kingdoms, already 
very powerful, by obtaining European arms might rule them at 
their pleafure. There are many inftances in former writers, of 
their care and cunning, in concealing from travellers the names 
and nature of the adjacent countries, and even of the remote 
parts of their own ; nor do we find that the fame propenficy is 
abated at the prefent hour. As to their apprehenfions relative - 
to the inland countries, our very hiftory owes its rife to them : 
the oppofition of Ardra and Whydah to the interference of the 
Dahomans with their trade, caufed them to hazard and lofe their . 
political exultence. 


Perhaps a better map of the internal parts here fpoken of, © 
might have been atforded by Mr. Abfon, had we entertained an 
idea, that there would have been time enough before the Work 

had - 
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had been printed off, to have availed ourfelves of the commu- 


nication ; though, from what has been faid, this may appear 
problematical. 


Indeed, I am of opinion, that the Northern trading Moors, 
or AMallays, as they are called, will be the only inftruments 
whereby the geography of Nigritia, and the fouthern provinces, 
will ever be completely obtained; as they come through the 
interior parts, travel every where, are well received, and confe- 
quently want only an intelligent and attentive mind, to render 
them every way competent to the undertaking. No doubt but 
our confuls and merchants, fituated along the northern coafts, 
may be able to find men of this defcription, who, for a certain 


advantage, would be glad to colle& all the information neceflary 
for our purpofe. 


The Mallays, fo called, feem to anfwer to the.defcription of 
the Julapes, or Jalabs, mentioned in the Lords Report, and by 
Mr. Lediard, as travelling merchants, and as the fources of great 
information ; though perhaps they may be only ftragglers from 
the caravans, flaves, delinguents, or anomalous beings, who 
prefer a vagabond life; for they do not feem, from any of our 
accounts, to have a fettled plan of revifiting the fame place, at 
regular periods, like merchants, though they fometimes wear a 
mercantile appearance. Perhaps they are of the fame kind with 
thofe Arabian teachers mentioned by Mr. Penny, in the report 
juft now alluded to, concerning the flave trade, as coming down 
from the Mahometan ftate of Fula, to Sierra Leone, with their 
tran{cripts of the Alcoran to fell, probably as charms, and at 
the fame time to propagate Mahomedanifm, as far as their per- 

fonal 
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fonal izfety might allow. Certain it is, they poffefs not only the 
art of writing, but other ufeful arts unknown to the favages 
whom they vilit, and for which they are held, by great and 
finall, in very high efteem. 


What they really are, may eafily be known by our governors 
at the ditferent forts in Guinea, if the knowledge be thought 
werth obtvining: efpecially if it fhould attraét the attention of 
that laudable Affociation lately inftituted for the purpofe of dif- 
covering the internal parts of Africa; whofe fuccefs, we heartily 
with, may remove the opprobrium with which our ignorance of 
that country juftly reproaches this age of enquiry. The cara- 
vans purfuing always the fame route, can do but little towards it ; 
nor is the information of a fingle traveller, however reputable 
and diligent, fufficiently fecure from error, to be entirely de- 
pended upon. Therefore fuch of our African governors as 
underitand Arabic, thould be direéted tomake the neceflary enqui-~ 
ries of thefe pecple; and where they have not this language, 
Moors, acquainted with that and the Englith tongue, may be 
retzined, with fimall expence, at the factories where thofe Mal- 
Izys are moft ufually found, who might interrogate them con- 
cerning the countries they have paffed through, their fituations,, 
&e. whith liberty of converfation, I think, might be obtained 
from: the kings or caboceers, without much difficulty, notwith~ 
ftanding what was fugzefted to Snelgrave. 


Some of thefe people are found as prifoners in different States ; 
and ferme few inftances have been known, where they have been. 
fold as flaves: cne is mentioned by Barbot, and there are two 
others of which I have received authentic information, but the 


firfe 
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firft cafe is, when they have been taken in a country at the time 
ofits conqueft; the fecond, probably for delinquency; for in 
general they feem to be perfectly at liberty to go and come, 
when and where they pleafe. 


The fubje& of the S/aveeTrade has purpofely been avoided, 
Not only becaufe it has been a topic of public difcuffion, but 
even of controverfy ; which may well render any thing that 
might have been faid about it here unneceffary. Yet as the 
zeal for the abolition of this trade is held out, and I hope truly, 
as proceeding from philanthropy, I could not avoid the oppor- 
tunity of directing that valuable principle to its proper objed, 
in Chap. V. and VII. of the reign of Trudo; where I hope I 
fhall not be blamed for bringing into review things fomewhat 
remote from the Dahoman Hiftory, feeing that genera] propo~ 
fitions of this nature require more than a fingle proof in their 
demonftration. And there is a peculiar degree of propriety in 
inftancing Mexico, when we fpeak of the fate of prifoners of 
war, not only as it was the moft polifhed of all the favage na-~ 
tions which the Europeans have difcovered, but alfo the moft 
cruel to its captives. Befides which, it furnifhes inftances of 
wars, where the fole object was that of obtaining victims for 
facrifice, the very thought of which is too fhocking to endure 
fora moment. ‘Thefe demonftrate, beyond the power of con- 
tradiction, the propenfity of mankind to war and cruelty ; which 
principles, as human wifdom can never eradicate, it fhould em- 
ploy itfelf, when it has power, in fo far counteracting, as to 
make their evil effects the leaft poflible: and this will never be 
done, but by making mercy the zzferef of the conqueror. 
Whatever evils the flave-trade may be attended with (and there 
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is no good without fome mixture of evil) this we are fure of, 
it is mercy to the unfortunate brave; and not lefs to poor 
wretches, who, for a {mall degree of guilt, would otherwife fuffer 
from the butcher’s knife; too many inftances of which have 
fallen under the confideration of travellers, and of which more 
than one occurs in this Hiftory*. If it were advanced, that 
the delire of gain tempts one nation in Africa, or any where 
elfe, to make depredations on another ; we might juftly anfwer, 
that thould this deiire be obviated, fome other would excite to 
the fame violence. I have already mentioned a war, on a 
private quarrel between two of thefe countries, wherein there 
were flain, in only two battles, one hundred thoufand perfons ; 
and Bofman relates, that the people of Akim, whocameto the 
alfittance of the Dinkirans in that war, loft thirty thoufand 
men+. Nay, look but at the occafion of all the wars in 
Europe, the world of refinement, for fo many centuries back ; 
and then examine the tendency af nations to peace and philan- 
thropy. Compare the caufe of thefe wars with their effects, and 
wonder, if you can, at a fecondever taking place, after mankind 
has beheld the folly of the firft. Nothing lefs than the all-feeing 
eye of a Gallic Philofopher can unravel fuch a myftery ; and to 
him we leave to difplay, whilft he is whetting his knife, the 
natural propenfity of the human mind to harmony and brotherly 

a love ; 


* Bofman tells us, thatat Benin, on account of a chain of fa€titious coral, 
not worth two-pence, five perfons were put todeath. The chain was a royal 
prefent, which it feems it was a capital crime to lofe ; fo that the unfortunate 
owner fhared the fame fate with the thief,—as did three other perfons, for only 
being privy to the tranfection. Bofman, p. 406. 


+ Bofman, p. 67. 
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love; and the eafe with which univerfal peace might be efta- 
blifhed over all the world—a propofition f{carce controvertible 
throughout all the dominions of Chimera, 


The delay in the publication of this Volume, though it de- 
mands an apology, has neither proceeded from the remiffnefs of 
the Editor, nor that of the Printer. Part has arifen from the 
avocations of bufinefs; part, from thofe unavoidable accidents 
to which every human undertaking is liable; but the greater 
part, from the time neceffarily employed on the improvements 
of the book: and when it is confidered, how much is now 
afforded to our generous Subfcribers more than at firft was pro- 
mifed, not only in the addition of the early reigns, but of the 
copper-plates, and many anecdotes and explanations pertinent 
to the Work, itis hoped their curiofity will be more than 
compenfated for the obftacles to its earlier gratification. 
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Jntrodu€tionp. ii. |. 7, for 9 degrees 50 minutes, read 7 


degrees, 59 minutes 

p- Vill. 1. 3, after muf? be, add done. 

p- ix. 1. 13, for de, read are. 

p- xii. 1. 10, et paflim, for branckes of 
Cowries, read bunches. 

p..xixe 1. 1, for woman, read women. 

p- xxiv. bottom, for Lori, read fonies 


Hittory—p. §, 1. 1, place the * at Wydah. 


1. 2, in the firft note, for was, read were. 
p- 5, 1. 14, dele that of. 
p- 6, 23, for north-eaft, read north- weft. 
P- 7» 1. 3) for where, read when, 
p. 12, J. 12, for of, read off. 
p. 16, 1. 15, for prefented, read reprcfented. 
p- 27,1. 4, for tevo thoufand, read twenty 
thoufand. 
—1.25, end of note 1, for Smith, read 
Suelgrave. 
p- 31, 1. 1, dele and. 
p- 33> 1.19, for Manelloes, read Manillas. 
Add to the note—Aggery Beads, faid to 
be dug from the earth, are held in high 
eflimation, on the Gold Coaft, and vae 
lued at their weight in gold or more, 
They are either of an uniform colour, 
green, blue, yellow, or fpeckled, and 
very hard.—A, D. 
p- 36, Chsp. vii. in the contents, after 
facrifices, add A. 
p- 42,1. 3, for 400 bundred, read 4 bun- 
red. 
p- 44.1.1, firon, read long. 
p- 48, inthe note, read This is a more ac- 
curate acccunt than any given, Ge, 


Ps 559 46 27, fur begun, read began. 


Hiftory—p. 64, 1. 16, for dis army, read the whole 


of it. 

for page 66, read 64. 

p: 66, line 13, after outrages, dele as is. 

p- 7G, 1. 4, after conffantly, add cx great 

occafions. 

p. 81, 1. 26, for the Abadee, read Abadec, 

P- 97) 1. 22, for borrcr, read abborrences 

p- 98, I. 5, dele Kings. 

p. 106, |, §, read condu of the others. 

p. 118, |. 1, for impaffible, read impofible. 

p. 121, 1], 6, for are, read is. 

Pet 30, 1, 20, for agreeable, read agreeably. 

p- 1371. 25, dele zo. 

p- 143, 1. 13, for fix or eight, read five 

wor fix. 

p. 156, }. 14, for ne, read be 

p- 166, 1. 15, read Badagree. 

p- 167, 1. 23, for ar, read in. 

p- 173, note--atier idiom, read fignifying 

bis tithes. 

p- 178, 1. 2, for and probably, read and 
the body trcbably. y 

p. 182, J. 2, for bis, read its. 

p- 183, 1.2, and 4, for which, read who, 

in both places. 

p. 211, |. 22, dele of. 

p. 214, 1.17, for /ay, read lie. 

p: 228, Adda note to the paragraph be- 
ginning, However, viz.—The account 
of the death of Mr. Gourg has been fince 
contradiéted. 

p. 229, in the note, for S. W. read 

N. 


p- 229, 1.6 for prince, read people. 
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Ix the beginning cf the:following hiftory, the etymology of 
the name of the kingdom cf which we are about to treat, is 
given according to the tradition ef the country; which poffibly 
may be right, though the tranfaction to which it alludes, may 
be much earlier than the natives have dated it. For thus much 
is certaia; that the kinzdom of Dauma, or Douma, mentioned 
by Lea, in the latter end of the 15th century, is placed by all 
tue geogranners, from that time to the beginning of the prefent 
century, in the very fame pofition with the kingdom of Da- 
homy; that is, on the eaft fide of, and nearly adjacent to, the 
river J o/f.2; and extending northwards to the ridge of moun- 
tains that feparate this kingdom from thofe of Guder and- 


Gags. 


Whatever may have been the importance of the Dahoman 
nation, hittory affords no marks of it previous to the conqueft 
of the maritime kingdoms of Ardrab and Whydab, between 
the vears 1724 and 1727, as the blacks have no records, but 
thote traditional ones, the legends of their bards ; which are fo 
politically attected, that they are but little to be depended on: * 


a it 


* We thail fad the King frequently forbids tranfactions to be mentioned, 
2 feem to reflect fhame on him or his minifters, &c. Vide p. 182, 
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it is from the whites refident amongit them, or thofe who have 
traded a long time with them, that the true hiftory of any of 
the countries on this part of the coaft can be obtained. 


Dahomy, as known at prefent, is fuppofed to reach from the 
fea coaft, about 150, or 200 milesinland, though no European 
has penetrated above half that diftance; the capital, Abomey, 
lies in about 9 degrees and 50 minutes of north latitude, and 
between the 3d and 4th degree of eaft longitude, reckoned from 
the meridian of Greenwich. 


The face of the country has been thus defcribed by Ba/man, 
Smith, and other authors. *‘* The vaft number and variety of 
‘* tall and fpreading trees, feeming as if they had been planted 
‘* for decoration ; fields of the moft lively verdure, almoft wholly 
‘« devoted to culture; plains, embellifhed with a multitude of 
‘« towns and villages, placed in full view of the furrounding 
“© diftri€t; a gradual and almoft imperceptible afcent, to the 
«¢ diftance of forty or fifty miles from the fea, which terminates 
“the profpe&t; formed the moft picturefque fcene imagi- 
«¢ nable, unobftructed by hill or mountain.” This captivating 
picture of beauty and fertility, was, no doubt, a juft one, before 
the conqueft of Whydab; but fince that period, the different 
genius of the conquerors has made a very confiderable change. 


The foil is a deep, rich clay, of a reddifh colour, with a’ 
little fand on the furface, except about Calmina, where it is 
more light and gravelly: but there is not to be found a ftone fo 
big as an egg in the whole country, fo far as it has been vifited 


by 
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by the Europeans; fo that a pair of canky-ftones,* weighing 
together about twelve or fourteen pounds, brought from the 
dittance of one hundred miles or more, are fold at Grigwhee 
for five thillings tterling. 


The country abounds with buffaloes, deer, fheep, goats, 
hogs, both wild and domeftic, poultry, of various kinds, parti- 
cularly pirtades, or Guinea hens, and Mufcovy ducks; and the 
lakes are ftored with plenty of mullets, carp, and other fith. 
The markets are, therefore, well fupplied with provifions, beef 
excepted, which is fomewhat fcarce, though produced in the 
country. The elephant, though its flefh be coarfe, is made 
ufe of as food by the natives; and dogs are reared for the fame 


purpofe. 


Of farinacious vegetables, the country yields a plentiful 
fupply, preportionable to the quantum of culture; namely, 
maize, millet, or Guinea-corn, of different forts; a kind of 
peas, or rather kidney-beans, called callavances; and alfoa 
{pecics of beans, called ground-beans. The Dahbomans, like- 
wife, cultivate yams, potatoes of two forts, the caffada, or 
manicka, + the plantain, and the banana. Pine-apples, melons, 

a2 oranges, 


* Ufed for grinding corn, as we do chocolate; fometimes making it into 
meal, and fometimes adding a fmall quantity of water during the operation, in 
order to form a pafte, cr dough, for immediate ufe. Canky is their name for 
bread. 


* The manizka, caffada, or caffava, is a plant well known in the Weft 
Indies, for the deleterious quality of its juice, which is fatal to hogs, or other 
animals, that drink it : yet the root is made into a coarfe meal, and ufed for 

bread, 
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oranges, limes, guavas, and other tropical fruits, alfo abound in: 
this fertile country. 


Nor is it deftitute of productions adapted for commerce and 
manufacture ; fuch as indigo, cotton, the fugar-cane, tobacco, 
palm oil, together with a variety of fpices, particularly, a 
{pecies of pepper, very fimilar in flavour, and indeed fecarcely. 
diftinguifhable from the black pepper in the Eaft Indies, 


A very curious fruit, which is produced in Dahomy, as well 
as in fome other parts of Africa, muft not efcape our notice ;. 
efpecially as neither it, nor the plant to which it belongs, have. 
hitherto been examined fcientifically ; nor can we clafs it bota- 
nically, having feen no part of the plant when at its maturity, . 
but the fruit. This refembles a fmall olive in every refpect but. 
the colour; being of a dufky, reddifh hue, changing at the end 
next the ftalk, to afaint yellow. * The pulp is firm, and almoft 
infipid ; the ftoneis hard, like that of the clive. After-having 
chewed one or more of fuch berries, and fpit out or fwallowed 
the pulp at pleafure, a glafs of vinegar will tafte, to the perfon 
trying the experiment, like fweet wine; a lime will feem to 
have the flavour of a very ripe China orange; and the fame 

change 


breed, by the Portuguefe, as well as by the negroes, in Brazil, where it ts called 
Sfarinha de pao, meal of wood, or faw-duft. It is the cheapeft and Jeaft nutri- 
tious of all the futftitutes for bread, in the tropical clinvates; although it has 
lately becn introduced into this country, and is now fold by the grocers and 
zpothecaries, at a high price, as a pretended remedy for confumptions, under 
the name of Tapioca. 


The above defcription anfwers nearly to our common winter cherry 3 
and perhzps it may not be improperly termed, Cera/us oxyglyeus. J. F. 
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change is produced oa other acids, the ordinary effects of which. 
upon the palate is deftroyed in a very unaccountable manner, . 
without effervetcence, or any fenfible motion. Indeed, the 
effict is very different from neutralization, arifing from the: 
mixture of acid and alkali: fuch combination producing a 
neutral faline liquor; whilft this miraculous berry feems to 
convert acids to fweets. Food or drink, not containing any 
acid, fuffer no change by the previous ufe of this fruit; its 
etiect upon acids continues, even after a meal, though ina much 
fmaller degree. The natives ufeit, to render palatablea kind of 
gruel, called guddse, which is made of bread, after it becomes, 
too ftale for any other purpofe. ++ 


The Dahomans, like the other inhabitants of tropical cli. 
Meetes, plant twice a year, viz. at the vernal and autumnal. 
equinoxes ; after which, the periodical rains prevail. Indeed 
they may be faid to reap four, or rather two double crops; for 
foon after the ma:ze comes above ground, they plant ca//zvances 
in tae intérilices betweeen the rows; which practice gives the 
Stlds a very beautiful appearance. 


The language is that which the Portuguefe call Lngua keral,. 
oO: geiferal tongue, and is fpoxen not only in Dahomy-proper, . 
but ia Whyash, and theother dependent ftates; and likewife. 
in Wishee, and ieveral neighbouring places. 


With, 


y Tre natives cefcride ic as the frait of a large tree. Plants of fix or feven 


inches hign were raf from thy frat, by Mr. Dalze/, who tried to carry them 


from decz.a to tie botanic gtrucn at St. Vincent’: ; but they dicd on the paflage, 
He rtferved the berewes 39 Ip'r ts, ia fyrup, and in a dry form; but they loft 
pote feemalar qifali:y in ail thotc preparations. T- p.antis an evergreen, and. 


eh Mees in this imien: flute are tixe thefe of thec.uve. J. F. 
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With refpect to the Dahoman religion, it will hardly be 
expected that we fhould be able to fay much. Like that of 
inany other countries, it confifts of a jumble of fuperftitious 
nonfenfe, of which it is impoffible to convey any {fatisfactory 
idea to the reader. The Portuguefe word, /eitigo, or, as the 
Englifh pronounce it, /eti/b, fignifying witchcraft, has been 
adopted by moft of the maritime natives of Africa, as well as 
by the Europeans who trade thither. ‘This word at prefent is 
very comprehenfive in its fizgnification, meaning either the 
feveral objects of worfhip, whether ideal or corporal, the a& of 
worthip itfelf, or the various amulets, charms, and fuperfti- 
tious mummery of the priefts, or /eti/b-men, who abound in 
this country. They obferve no fabbath, unlefs their market- 
days, which are confidered as days of recreation, may be fo 
called. Moft of the favage nations have fome confufed notion 
of a Supreme intellectual Being, the maker of the univerfe ; 
but this idea not being eafily underftood among a people not 
much addiéted to metaphyfical reafoning, a variety of corporeal 
beings have been felected as objects of devotion, fuch as the 
fun, moon, living animals, trees, and other fubftances. The 
tiger is the feti/h of Dahomy; the /nake, that of Whydah. 
Among the amulets, or charms, the principal is, a {crap of 
parchment, containing a fentence of the Koran, which the natives 
purchafe from the Moors who vifit this country. This they 
hang up in their apartments, which are likewife decorated with 
crude, mis-fhapen images, tinged with blood, befmeared with 
palm-oil, ftuck with feathers, bedaubed with eggs, and other 
abfurd applications, of which a particular account would be 
both tedious and unprofitable. 


We 
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We fhall not, therefore, dwell on the religion, but pafs on. 
to the government and manners of the Dahomans, which 
deferve more particularly to be confidered. ‘The former is the 
mott perfect detpotifm that exifts, perhaps, on the face of the 
earth. The policy of the country admits of no intermediate 
degree of ftubordination between king and flave; at leaft in 
the royal prelence, where the prime minifter is obliged to pro- 
{trate himielf with as much abject fubmiifion as the meaneft 
fubject; all acknowledging the right of the Sovereign to 
difpofe of their perfons and property at pleafure Beyond the. 
precincts of the palace, indeed, the minifters enjoy very eminent 
privileges. Itis true, they are forbid the wearing of fandals, 
and other ornaments peculiar to royalty; or to ufe fuch an 
umbreila as a white man; * yet their inferiors muft falute them. 
with bent knees, and clapping of hands: they may fiton high 
ftocls, ride on horfeback, be carried in hammocks, wear filk, 
maintgin a nuaserous retinue, with large umbrellas of their. 
own kind, tags, drums, trumpets, and other mufical inftru- 
ments. But, on their entrance at the royal gate, all thefe 
infigniaare laid aide. The nlx garment is fubftituted by a 
enic and a pair of drawers, ~ made of cotton, manufactured 
in the country; the neck is adorned with a valuable ftring of 
coral ; a pair of broad, ulver bricel-ts encircle tne writs ; at the 
fide hangs 2 filver-hilted fcymitar, white the hand grafps an ivory 
club. 


® See L.fe of Adahoorzou II. c. 3. 


+ The necefiary proutsam ns before Majefty, unavoidably foil this garb. The 
minehcr mutt, thereiore, thitt at every vifit. Indeed, the Dahomans are 
at all times very cleatly '™ their perfons, and particularly fo, with refpect to 
ther food, awa th. utiris uled in the kitchen and at table. A very good foap 

. 


is manufactured in tre country, cf palm oil and pot-ath. 


Viil INTRODUCTION. 


club. Thus equipped, one of the minifters of flate is always 
found in waiting at the palace gate; and in this garb only may 
he enter, which muft be with the utmoit caution and refpedt, 
and not till the moaarch’s permitfion be fignified by one of the 
women. On his entrance, he crawls towards the apartment of 
audience, ca his handsand knees, till he arrives in the royal 
prefence, where he lays himfelf flat on his belly, rubbing his 
head in the duff, ‘and uttering the moft humiliating expreffions. 
Being defired to advance, be receives the King’s commands, or 
communicates any particular bufinefs, ftill continuing ia a 
recumbent poftufe ; for no perfon is permitted to if, evenven 
the floor, in the royal prefence, except the women; and even 
they mutt kifs the earth, when they receive or deliver the King’s 
meflage. 


The King’s fons, not excepting the heir apparent, have no 
rank ; being obliged to falute the minifters with clapping of 
hands, in a kneeling attitude. On fuch occafions, however, 
thofe officers, out of refpect to the blood-royal, haften to take 
them by the hand, and raife them from fuch an humble 
pofture. 


The King, and all his fubjects, receive ftrangers with the 
moft remarkable courtefy. Ambaffadors, from whatever ftate, 
are not put to the neceflity of Icarning the Dahoman etiquette 
from the mafter of the ceremonies. Every one falutes the 
Sovercign, according to the fathion praétifed in his own country. 
Chairs are placed for European governors, or mafters of fhips, 
upon which they fit, covered, till the King makes his appear- 
ance, when they make a bow, ftanding, and uncovered; after 


which 
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which, they refume their feats, and put on their hats. Some- 
times the Dahoman Monarch has been known to fhake hands 
with an European; but this is a very uncommon mark of 
royal condefcention, and beftowed only on fome great favourite. 


White vifitors are always honoured with a glafs of fome 
cordial liquor, filled by the King’s own hand; which if refufed, 
is apt to give offence.* Favours of this kind are received 
with avidity by his own fubjects, not fo much for the fake 
of the liquor as the honour conferred on them. On fuch 
occafions the fubject lies on his back, while the King holds 
the bottle to his mouth. In this pofture he mutt drink, till 
the royal hand be withdrawn; which fometimes does not 
happen before the whole contents be emptied, efpecially when 
he has a mind to fport with the drinker. 


So great is the veneration of the Dahomans for their Sovereign, 
that their hiftory produces no inftance of a depofition. The 
doctrine of pafiive obedience and non-refiftance is univerfal 
amongit them, and the moft oppreffive mandates of the Mo- 
narch are fubmitted to withouta murmur. The apparent abject 
humiliation of the minifters, on the days of public audience, 
contributes powerfully to keep the people in fubjection. The 

b lower 


* One of the European governors, on his firft vifit, being prefented with a 
glafs of geneva, declined it. Upon being informed that it was the cuftom of 
the country, on fuch an occafion, to drink whatever had been filled by the King 
him&i’, he 2:11 begged to be excufed, giving for a reafon, that he was indif- 
pefed. Upon which the minifter in waiting drank it off; having firft poured 
1t out of the King’s glafs into a little callabafh which he carried about him: 
as no fubject mut drink out of a glafs in prefence of the King. 
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lower clafs cannot think that homage unreafonable which is 
paid by the firft officers of the ftate; whofe only privilege, in 
the royal prefence, is that of lying proftrate, neareft the King’s 
perfon, and being the medium of communication between him 
and his inferior fubjeéts. For none but high officers muft con- 
verfe immediately with the Sovereign, though near enough to 
be heard; it being beneath the King’s dignity to be addreffed 
by, or to {peak to, the vulgar. But although this humiliation 
be rigidly kept up by the minifters of ftate, in public, they are 
allowed to converfe more familiarly at private audiences, where 
all the public bufinefs, whether legiflative or executive, is 
managed. 


The King of Dahomy maintains a confiderable ftanding 
army, Commanded by an * dgaow, or general, with feveral 
other fubordinate military officers, who muft hold themfelves 
in readinefs to take the field upon all occafions, at the com- 
mand of the Sovereign. The payment of thefe troops chiefly 
depends on the fuccefs of the expeditions in which they are 
engaged. On extraordinary occafions, all the males able to 
bear arms, are obliged to repair to the general’s ftandard.; every 
Caboceer marching at the head of his own people. Sometimes 
the King takes the field, at the head of his troops; and, on 
very great emergencies, at the head of his women. + 


Whatever might have been the prowefs of the Amazons 
among the ancients, this is a novelty in modern hiftory, which 


ought 


* Perhaps, from the Turkifh word, Aga. 
4 See Life of Trudo, chap. ix, Life of Adahoonzou, ch. ve. 
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ought not to be flightly pafled over, Within the walls of the 
ditferent royal palaces in Dahomy, are immured not. lefs than 
three thoufand scomen. Several hundreds of thefe are trained 
to the ufe of arms, under a female general and fubordinate 
officers, appointed by the King, in the fame manner as thofe 
under the Agaow. Thefe warriors are regularly exercifed, and 
go through their evolutions with as much expertnefs as the 
male foldiers. They have their large umbrellas, their flags, 
their drums, trumpets, flutes, * and other mufical inftruments. 
In thort, the tingularity of this inftitution never fails to attract 
the particular attention of the Europeans, when, among other 
uncommon exhibitions, they are prefented with the unufual 
{pectacle of a review of female troops, 


The chief part of the public revenue confifts of voluntary 
gifts, paid by the fubjects at the time of the ++ Cu/foms, when 
the ¢ Cdsceers and traders attend, bringing their contributions, 
according to their refpective circumftances. Befides thefe, a 
duty is levied on commerce; and fomething arifes from captives 
taken in war, of whom, all that are carried to market are fold 


b 2 for 


* Little can be faid in praife of any of their mufical inftruments, except the 
flute; which, though the moft fimple that can be imagined, being open at beth 
extremities, with a little-notch at the mouth-end, where it is fcraped thin, to 
ivide the wind, produces very agreeable notes; and we can aflert as a fact, 
however incredible it may feem to thofe modern cognofcenti, who deny that the 
ancients made ufe of harmony, that the King’s women underftand and praétife 
the combination of the perfect concords, thirds and fifths; and their little airs 
are not inelegant. 


¢ An annual ceremony, which will be explained in its proper place. 


t From the Portugueze word, cabeceir2, a head man. 
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for the King’s account; but as he pays a certain fum to his 
troops for every prifoner* they bring in, and as the greateft 
part of the captives are put to death, a {mall proportion only 
being referved for fale, the amount they produce muft fall far 
fhort of the expence of procuring them. 


The well-known fhells called cowries, which come from the 
Maldiva iflands, are the currency of the country, where one 
thoufand are reckoned equal to halfa crown. ‘Thefe circulate 
in the country, loofe; but all difburfements from the King’s. 
houfe are made in branches of /frung cowries, containing two. 
thoufand each, dedudting one fortieth part, as a perquifite to. 
the King’s women for piercing and ftringing them. - 


When any public work is to be done, fuch as the erection or- 
‘repairs of royal buildings, the King fummons his Caboceers, 
and portions out the labour among them, paying their people 
for their trouble. Thus the work is performed with great 
difpatch. Befides fuch neceffary difburfements, the King pays. 
a confiderable yearly tribute, in cowries and- merchandife, to 
his formidable neighbour the King of Eyeo: part of which is. 
defrayed from the contributions levied upon thofe ftates which 
are tributary to Dahomy. The refidue of the royal treafure is, | 
upon various occafions, diftributed with a liberal hand among 
the. 


* The King pays alfo for the heads of the flain. 

+ Fora table of their valuc, &e. vide p- 135, and note. The terms there 
found, are likewife ufed in their other arithmetical computations ;, thus, when 
they exprefs an army of 10,000 foldicrs, they fay, two cabefs and a half; ox 
two cabefs and ten galinas, 


INTRODUCTION, XU 


the Dahoman grandees, and even among the inferior fubjects, 
fo that the receipts and expenditure are nearly equal; and the 
money which flows to the royal coffers, from the King’s fube. 
jects and vafials, thus circulates again among the people. 


The King of Dahomy has feveral palaces ; each occupying a 
piece of ground, of nearly a mile fquare. The defcription of. 
that at Calmina will ferve for all the reft. 


This palace, or Simbomy, which, in the language of the 
country, means a great houfe, is furrounded with a very fub- 
ftantial clay wall, of a quadrangular form, and about twenty 
feethigh. In the middle of each fide is a guard-houfe, with 
two centinels at the gate, and a guard of armed women and 
eunuchs within. On the thatched roofs of thefe guard-houfes. 
are ranged, on {mall wooden ftakes, many Juan feulls. Such 
cf the inner apartments as the Europeans have an opportunity 
of feeing, confift of large courts, communicating with’ each. 
other, generally fquare or oblong, encompaffed by clay walls. 
In each of them is a fort of piazza, or fhed, formed of potts, 
about feven feet high, planted in the ground, at the diftance of 
about twelve or fourteen feet from the wall. The intermediate 
fpace is covered with a flanting thatched roof, fupported by 
bamboo rafters, refting upon the pofts, and reaching to the top 
cf the wall, which in this part is alfo about twenty feet, though. 
enly eight or ten feet on the other fides of the court. The 
areas of thefe courts are of the common foil of the country ; 
but under the fheds, the ground is elevated a few inches, bya 
bed of clayey mortar, which forms the floor; and the wall is 

uae 
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in fome parts white-wafhed with a fpecies of pipe-clay, which 
the country produces. In the middle of the palace there ftands 
a large building, of two ftories, and about thirty cr forty feet 
high; fo that the top of it may be feen from without. This 
houfe feems to be intended more for fhow than ufe; for the 
King never dwellsin it. ‘The whole has fomewhat the refem- 
blance of an affemblage of farm-yards, with long, thatched 
barns, hovels for cattle and carts, and low mud walls, to fepa- 
rate them from each other. The interior of the palace is not 
fo eafily to be defcribed. Its receffes are fcarce ever entered 
by any human being of the male gender; and the female apart- 
ments are guarded from intrufion, with more than eaftern 
jealoufy. 


The author * had once an occafion to pafs the limits of the 
courts already defcribed, when King Abadee was fick, and 
would fee him in his bedchamber. This was a detached cir- 
cular room, of about eighteen feet diameter. It had a thatched 
conical roof; the walls were of clay, and white-wathed within. 
There was a fmall area before it, formed of a wall about three 
feet high, the top of which was ftuck full of 4uman jaw-bones ; 
and the path leading to the door was paved with uman hulls, 
The mattrefs and bed-f{ted were of European manufacture, the 
curtains of check. The furniture of the room confifted of a 
{mall table, a cheft, and two or three chairs; and the clay floor 
was covered with a carpet, which the author had fold to him 
fome months before. The apartments for the women, each of 
whom has a feparate hut, occupy, it is fuppofed, the remainder 


of 
* A, Dalzel. 
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of the fpace within the palace-walls ; except a finall part, ap- 
propriated to the eunuchs, and to fome neceflary ftorehoufes, 
for holding the provifions for the King’s numerous family, 
his cowrzes, iron bars, clothes, arms, ammunition, and fome 
articles of European furniture. 


The late King was very defirous of buying any thing of this 
fort that he could procure; fuch as tables, chairs, bureaus, ma- 
hogany liquor-cafes, walking-canes, cafes of knives and forks, 
{poons, filver cups, and glafs ware. The author once carried 
him a two handled filver cup and cover, of chafed-work, weigh- 
ing two hundred end twenty-/ix ounces. 


The vulgar among the Dahomans affeé to believe that their 
King does net eat. Indeed he does not eat in public, though he 
makes no fcruple todrink. He entertains the Whites who vifit 
him, with great hofpitalitv. They often dine in his prefence ; 
fometimes in the piazzas, or fheds, before mentioned, and 
fometimes in the open area of one of the courts. On fuch 
occafions, the table and the guefts are {creened from the fun by 
arge umbrellas, held up by attendants clothed in the country 
drefs. The King has cooks who have been inftructed in Europe, 
or at leaft at the different forts ;. fo that he is able to treat his 
vifitors with victuals dreffed in the manner of their refpedtive 
countries. There is no want of table apparatus: the table- 
cloth is commonly a piece of new linen, cut off for the purpofe ;. 
the dithes are of pewter or earthern-ware; and the knives and 
forks filver-handled. The white men, on fuch occafions, are. 

feated. 
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feated on chairs; the Cadoceers, and heir apparent, are placed 
on the ground near the Europeans, who hand them fome of 
the victuals: which they eat, as if by ftealth, without knife 
or fork. 


The drefs of the men, in Dahomy, confifts of a pair of 
{triped or white cotton drawers, of the manufatory of the 
country, over which they wear a large fquare cloth of the fame, 
or of European manufa@ure. ‘This cloth is about the fize of 
a common counterpane, for the middling clafs; but much 
larger for the Grandees. It is wrapped about the loins, and 
tied on the left fide by two of the corners, the others hanging 
down, and fometimes trailing on the ground. A piece of filk 
or velvet, of fixteen or eighteen yards, makes a cloth fora 
Caboceer.* The head is ufually covered with a beaver or felt 
hat, according to the quality of the wearer. The King, as well 
as fome of his minifters, often wears a gold or filver laced hat, 
and feather. The arms and upper part of the body remain 
naked, except when the party travels or performs fome piece of 
work, when the large cloth is laid afide, and the body is covered 
with a fort of frock or tunic, without fleeves. The feet are 
always bare, none but the Sovereign being permitted to wear 
fandals. In the hand is ufually carried either a cutlafs or 
wooden club. For an officer of ftate, the club is of ivory, 
which is a very expenfive ornament, on account of the great 
wafte in making it; a whole elephant’s tooth, and that not a 


{mall 


* One confifting of 25 Englith ells, of crimfon velvet, was fent out lately, 
as a prefent to one of the Kings on the coatt, 
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fmall one, being deftroyed in the fabrication of this badge of 
dignity. Inferior Cadocvers carry a fort of blunt fabre, with a 
broad blade and a wooden handle, ferving rather for ornament 
than as an offenfive weapon. 


Warriors wear what is commonly called a grafs cloth, made 
in the country, of the {kin of palm-tree leaves, parted into {mall 
threads, knotted and wove. This is afterwards tinged with 
various dirty dies, and wrapped round the loins. They alfo 
wear a cartouch-box of their own manufacture, a powder-flafk 
of callabath, with many grotefque ornaments and fetithes, 
which, together with the uncouth devices painted on their faces 
and bodies, give them a very fiend-like appearance. Every 
Dehoman man alfo carries a cobacco-pouch, containing tabacco, 
a flint, fteel, and tinder; together with one or two tobacco- 
Pipes, in a neat wooden cafe. 


The drefs of the women, though fimple, confifts of a greater 
number of articles than that of the men. They ufe feveral 
cloths and handkerchiefs, fome to wrap round the loins, and 

thers to cover occafionally the breafts and upper part of the 
body. The neck, arms, and ancles, are adorned with beads and 
cowries; and rings of filver, or bafer metal, encircle the fin- 
gers. The ears are pierced fo as to admit the little-finger, and 
a coral bead of that fize ftuck into each, if the party be able to 
afford it; otherwife a portion of red fealing-wax, or a piece of 
eyfter-fhell polifhed, is applied in the fame manner. Girls, 
before the ase of puberty, wear nothing but a ftring of beads 
c or 
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or fhells round the loins; and young women ufually expofe the 
breafts to view. 


The Dahomans are lefs addicted to the practice of cutting or 
tatowing the body, than their neighbours; contenting them- 
felves with a perpendicular incifion, which leaves a mark be- 
tween the eye-brows. "The Whydahs, of both fexes, cut their 
foreheads and cheeks in fuch manner as to give them the ap- 
pearance of being very much pitted with the fmall-pox. The 
women alfo mark the lower part of the body with various. 
devices. 


The inhabitants of the neighbouring ftates are likewife 
known by the fcarifications on their bodies; every country 
making ufe of this cuftom in their ownmanner. The drdrabs 
make an incifion in each cheek, turning up a part of the flefh 
towards the ears, and healing it in that pofition. The Adabees 
are diftinguifhed by three long oblique cuts on one cheek, and 
a crofs on the other. Some bore the ears, others the nofe, 
thrufting a bead or a cowrie into the aperture. 


Circumcifion is univerfally practifed among the Daboman fub- 
jects, but not at fuch an early age as among the Jews; the time 
of fubmitting to this operation being left to the boys them- 
felves, whofe careffes are not admitted of by the females till they 
have undergone this amputation. A certain operation, pecu- 
liar to this country, is likewife performed upon the women.* 


The 


* Prolongatio, videlicet, artificialis labiorum pudendi, capellz mamillis 
fimillima. 
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The Daboman woman do not admit the embraces of their 
huibands during preznancy, nor at the time of fuckling, which 
continues two or three years, nor while under the catamenta ; 
during which they retire to a part of the town allotted for their 
reception. The proftitutes, who in this country are licenfed 
by royal authority, are alfo obliged to confine themfelves to a 
particular diftrict, and are fubject to an annual tax. 


The general character of the Dahomans is marked by a mix-~ 
ture of ferocity and politenefs. The former appears in the 
treatment of their enemies, and in the celebration of thofe Cu/- 
tams which have been fanctioned by the immemorial practice of 
paft ages, under the idea of performing a grateful oblation to 
the deceafed; the latter they poffefs far above all the African 
nations with whom we have hitherto had any intercourfe: this 
being the country where ftrangers are leaft expofed to infults, 
and where it is eafy to refide in fecurity and tranquillity. 


Of their bravery we fhal! have occafion to produce many con- 
{picuous examples ; and of their hofpitality and generofity, every 
ftranger who has reforted to the Dahoman coaft can teftify. 


The nature of their government makes them very referved 
with regard to every ftate tranfaction ; but on occafions where 
this reftraint is unneceffary, they are abundantly affable and 
communicative. 


Having already mentioned the annual cuftoms, and as we fhall 
have cccation frequently to take notice of them in the courfe of 
cee this 
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this Hiftory, we fthall premife a fhort account of this fingu-. 
lar feftival. 


At the approach of the Cu/foms, which are ufually celebrated 
foon after Chriftmas, the King leaves Ca/mina, where he gene- 
rally refides during the reft of the year, and repairs to Abomey, 
his ancient capital, and the burial-place of the Royal Family. 
About this time, he difpatches his meflengers extraordinary, 
called Aalf-beads,* with his gold~headed cane and. compliments 
to the European Governors at Grigwee, inviting them to witnefs 
the folemnization of this feftival. 


Each of the Governors carries an annual prefent to the King, 
confifting of a piece of rich filk for adrefs, together with fome 
brandy and other articles, amounting in the whole to about 
sol. fterling. Thefe are received, not as the confideration. 
by which they hold their refpective forts, but as a token of 
friendfhip and good correfpondence; for the King takes care to 
make them fenfible, that he does not accept fuch prefents for 
the fake of their value, as he always returns more than is equi-. 
valent: fuch as a young female flave, which he prefents 
to each under the denomination of a wafherwoman; and 
one fine cotton cloth, at leaft, for a counterpane. Befides 
this, he entertains them during their ftay at Dahomy with the 
greateft liberality and kindnefs ; giving them from time to time, , 

theep, 

* So called from having the half of their heads fhaved. ‘T'hey have each. 


feveral ftrings of human tceth, flung like a foldicr’s belt, which give them an. 
odd appearance. 
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fheep, poultry, and other articles, and allowing an abundance: 
of pitto * and meal for their attendants. 


The Yuvougch, or Viceroy of Wahydah, is charged to furnith. 
the white men with a fufficient number of porters and ham- 
mock men, together with an armed guard; which laft is feldom 
accepted of, not from motives of economy, thefe men getting 
no pay from the Europeans, except about the value of two- 
pence halfpenny each in cowries, for their daily fubfiftence; but. 
becaufe the journey is always made in perfect fafety, and tra- 
vellers accommodated with Eaftern hofpitality. For there are. 
a kind of caravanferas, in the towns through which they pafs, 
allotted for their reception ; on theirarrival at any of which, they 
are received by the Caboceer of the place, who prefents them 
with fuch refrefhments and neceffaries as the country affords, 
and kindly prefies them to make known their wants, which he. 
readily fupplies.. 


On their arrival at 4éomey they are received with a falute of 
cannon, and lodged, during their ftay, in apartments belonging 
to the mafter of the ceremonies. They are liberally fupplied,. 
as I have already obferved, with mutton, poultry, and other 
articles for their own tables, and thofe of their attendants ; 
which are fent from time to time by the King or his cadoceers. 


The celebration of the Cw/foms ufually continues about a 
month, during which there is fome public exhibition every 


fourth. 


* Akind of fmall beer, made of maize or millet, which is not an.unpleaz- 
fant drinks. 
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fourth, or market, day; the intermediate days being employed 
in preparations. ‘The whole would afford a very amufing fpec- 
tacle, if it were not for the human facrifices which are an- 
nually made for the purpofe of watering, according to the 
country expreflion, the graves of the deceafed royal family. 


One of the market-days is fet apart for finging and dancing. 
There are profefled fingers who perform, by the hour, before 
the King. The fongs are moftly extemporary, in praife of the 
Monarch and his exploits; and the performers are rewarded 
upon the fpot, according to the merit of their compofitions. 


Befides thefe extempore fongs, their bards, on folemn occa- 
fions, rehearfe over the whole hiftory of their country, fitting 
at the King’s gate. This recital takes up feveral days; and 
they are attended by young men of the beft memories, who en- 
deavour to qualify themfelves to become their fucceflors, when 
there fhal]l be a neceflity for their fervices. 


Another day is allotted for feafting in the market--place, 
where a large camp is made for the purpofe, and many tents 
pitched for the accommodation of the King, Cabdoceers, white 
vifitors, and ambafladors from foreign ftates. Here a very large 
quantity of victuals, previoufly drefled, and carried in proceflion 
by the King’s women in their beft clothes, is diftributed, not 
only among the more diftinguifhed guefts, but even without the 
camp, where the vulgar partake plentifully. Pztto, brewed by 
the ladies of the palace, is likewife dealt out with a liberal 
hand upon the fame occafion; nor is there any want of brandy 

ane 
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and ether liquors from Europe. In fhort, the whole refembles 
what is fometimes feen at a general election, with this diffe 
rence, that it is more orderly. 


Various other fcenes are exhibited during this carnival, fome 
of which being defcribed in the following pages, we fhall not 
anticipate ; but clofe this account with the detail of an extraor- 
diaary {pectacle which commonly concludes the ceremony. 


Contiguous to the palace, a large ftage, of about 100 feet by 
40, is erected; * this is fupported by a vaft number of piles, 
10 feet long, driven into the ground, upon which are laid joitts, 
end then branches and ftraw. The wall of the palace forms 
the boundary behind; the front and fides are railed. The floor, 
as wellas the railing, is covered with carpets and country cloths ;. 
and the front and fides are adorned with a multitude of flags, 
ftreamers, and Jarge umbrellas of various colours, fome of which 
are made of gold and filver tiflue. Ata little diftance, a fence 
of thorns keeps off the rabble. On this ftage are piled a great 
quantity of cowries, {trung in branches of two thoufand each, 
pieces of brocade, and other filks, ftrings of coral, European 
and country cloths, Brazil tobacco, pipes, bottled liquors, and a 
variety of other articles. At an appointed time, the King, with 
all his Caboceers and vaffals, repairs to the flage, where the 
Europeans alfo are prefent. Here each officer is allowed to. 
choofe a cloth for himfelf, the Prime Minifter making the firft 
election, and the reft following his example, according to their: 
rank. Sometimes, alfo, a ftring of coral is givento each. Af- 
ter this, the King takes up a bunch of cowries, and throws it 

over 
% Vide Plate V, 
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over the fence among the multitude. All the Cadoceers, and 
the Europeans if they pleafe, follow his example, and tofs over 
all the goods, except a few bunches of cowries, which are re- 
ferved for fome of the favoured fervants, wh are permitted to 
take their ftand between the ftage and the fence, and which are 
handed to them by their mafters. The rabble come prepared 
for this {port ; being all ftark naked, except that a ftrong bag, 
girt round the loins, hangs before, for the reception of the cow- 
ries. Some affociate themfelves in parties, in order to be able 
to carry off a piece of filk or cloth. Such prize becomes fre- 
quently the obje&t of competition between two parties, and a 
violent ftruggle enfues ; but as no kind of weapon is allowed to 
be carried by the aaa affembled on this occafion, no fatal ac- 
cident follows. The effufion of blood, however, commonly 
making part of a Daboman exhibition, this alfo is clofed with 
the death of at leaft one human victim, who, together with 
feveral other animals, is thrown, bound, from the ftage, to be 
murdered below. 


The fpecimens of art produced by the Dahomans difcover a 
degree of perfection little to be expected from the rude fimpli- 
city of their tools. Their looms are the moft awkward ma- 
chines imaginable, yet they manufaéture very pretty and du- 
table cloths of cotton, which are held in great eftimation 
among themfelves, and are often purchafed by the Europeans 
for counterpanes, at a high price. Their dies ftand wafhing 
very well, efpecially their blues, which are inferior to none. 
They likewife weave cloths of the palm-tree leaves, which they 
fometimes die, but oftener wear in the natural colour, which is 

hori- 
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fomewhat higher than that of nankeen. They likewife make 
neat mats of the fame fubftance. 


The implements of the forge are very fimple. The bellows 
confifts of two bags of rough goats fkin, with a ftick of about 
three feet in length, fixed perpendicularly to each, and alfo a 
horizontal tube (an old gun-barrel) to convey the air from the 
bag, through a little clay party-wall, to the fire. While the 
{mith is at work, a boy hclds a fick in each hand, blowing the 
fire with alternate puffs, fo that the air is expelled and drawn in 
by turns through the two pipes, there being no other commu- 
nication with the bags. In this way they contrive to make a 
welding heat, and fabricate not only the necefflary implements 
of hufbandry, but carpenter's tools, cutlaffes, fpears, and other 
weapons. The anvil is of ftone, or an old iron cannon; 
and the hammer is a thick piece of rounded iron, of about a foot 
in length, which they hold by one end. Befides black{miths, 
there are a fort of braziers or filverfmiths, who make manillas 
or bracelets, handles tocutlaffes, rings for the fingers, and other 
trinkets of brafs or filver, which they melt in crucibles* of their 
own making. 


The cookery of the Dabomans ought not to efcape our notice. 
Their dithes are few, but excellent: of thofe, black-foup is the 
chief. It is made either of flefh or fifh, with a variety of 
mucilzginous vegetables, well feafoned with pepper and falt, and 

d enriched 


* They make likewife earthen pots for boiling provifions, water-jars, and 
other utenfils, of the fame materials. 
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enriched with palm-oil.-- This difh is likewife feafoned with 
an ingredient which is made of the feeds of a tree called, in the 
country, wild tamarind, fomewhat refembling thofe of the 
cucumber. Thefe are prepared by fermentation, and formed 
into a mafs of as high a relifh as affafcetida, but of which a 
{mall quantity diffolved in the foup, gives it an exquifite flavour. 
Their bread is of maize or millet, fometimes boiled into a ftif | 
pudding, and fometimes baked, either with or without leaven : 
they make alfo a very light white and delicate fermented bread 
of calavanfes, firft {tripped of the hufks, and a kind of pafte 
or flummery of fermented Indian corn, not unlike blanc-mange, 
though not fo adhefive. 


So much was thought neceffary, to give the reader fome idea 
of this fingular people, previous to the entering upon the reigns 
of their Kings ; where many other particulars, no lefs curious, 
will be found, and from which we fhall detain our readers no 
longer. 


+ The butter of the country; as different from that in an apothecary’s fhop 
as new butter from that which by age has become rancid and of different 
colours. 
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HISTORY oF DAHOMY.. 


PART THE FIRST. 


Cen A Pol. 


2H E Dahomans were formerly called Foys, and inhabited 
a fmall territory, on the north-eaft part of their prefent king- 
dom, whofe capital, Dawhee, lay between the towns of 
Calmina and Abomey,,,at about go miles from the fea-coaft. 
+ 

Early in the laft century, Tacoodonou, chief of the Foys, 
having, at the time of his feftivals, murdered a neighbouring 
prince, who was with him on a friendly vifit, feized on his 
chief town, Calmina, and foon after made himfelf matter 
of his kingdom. 


Thus ftrengthened, he dared to wage war againtt a more 
powerful {tate, to the northward of Foy, and laid hege to 
Abomey, its capital; but meeting here with more refiftance 
than he expected, he made a vow, if he fhould prove fuccefsful, 

B that 
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that he would facrifice Da, its prince, to the Fetifche, or deity, 
whofe fuccour he then implored. 


At length, having reduced the town, and captured the unfor- 
tunate prince, he built a large palace at Abomey, in memory 
of his victory. And now it was that he fulfilled his vow, by 
ripping open the belly of his royal captive: after which he 
difplayed the body on the foundation of the palace he was 
building; and carrying on the wall over it, he named the 
ftructure, when finifhed, Da-homy, or the houfe in Da’s belly.*. 


The conqueft of Abomey happened about the year 1625; 
after which, Tacoodonou fixed his refidence in that town, 
affuming the title of King of Dahomy. His fubjects changed 
the name of Foys for that of Dahomans; and at the prefent 
hour, their former appellation, except amongft a few of the 
inland people, feems quite forgat. | 


Nothing further is related of Tacoodonou ; nor, indeed, of 
his two immediate fucceffors, Adahoonzou, and Weebaigah, 
except that the former afcended the throne about the year 1650, 
and the latter thirty years after. 


It is not till the reign of Guadja Trudo, who fucceeded 
Weebaigah in 1708, that any thing is precifely known about | 
this extraordinary people. All before this time ftands on the 
ground of tradition, which is ever more or lefs precarious, in 
proportion to the number of relators, and the frequency of 
the narration. Among the Dahomans, for reafons affigned in 


the 


* The belly, in the Dahoman: tongue, is Homy. 
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the Introduction, fubjects of this nature are little known, and 
lefs difcuifed. 


But when the active fpirit of Trudo began to threaten 
the maritime ftates, his neighbours, it quickly attracted the 
attention of the Europeans, whom commerce had brought and 
fettled amone{t them. It was then that, by the affiftance of 
Writing, each tranfient fact was fixed, and fcattered infor- 
mation collected into a body; it was then that tradition gave 
place to record, and legend to hiftory. 


Before we enter upon the memoirs of this enterprifing and 
warlike Prince, it will not be improper to take a flight political 
view of the ftates around him, as they ftood about the begin- 
ning of his reign, the better to form a judgment of the feveral 
tranfactions that are to pafs in review before us. 


In doing this, let us begin on the coaft, with Coto or Quitta, 
to the weit; which is a {mall kingdom, whofe prince, about 
Bofman’s time, refided at the village of Quitta, called alfo Coto 
and Verbun, and was at continual war with its neighbours, the 
Popoes, with various fuccefs, 


Little Popo joins Quitta to the eaftward. This is a {mall 
but very warlike kingdom, the remains of the Acras, who 
were driven out of their own territories on the Gold Coaft, by 
the Aquamboes, in 16$0. They were in alliance, at times, 
with Ardra, and fought her battles againft Offra, and even 
Whydah itfelf. They were at continual war with the Quittas, 
which was fomented by the King of Aquamboe, for the 
purpofe of directing the attention of both from his gold mines ; 

B2 and 
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and he managed this contention fo cunningly, that he fuffered 
neither nation to prevail too much over the other. Indeed, 
during the diffenfions at Aquamboe, in 1700, Popo prevailed, 
and drove the Quittas out of their country; but they were, 
fomehow, reinftated not long after. 


Both thefe countries are flat, the foil poor and fandy, 
with few trees, except palms and wild cocoas. They have, 
indeed, fome cattle and fifth, but moft at Quitta;* fo that 
this and Great Popo were then frequently obliged to the 
Whydahs for fubfiftence; from whom, though their enemies, 
they always found means to {muggle as much as they were in 
need of. 


Great Popo joins to Little Popo. The country is more 
fertile; and the city, which is very large, is fituated in a marfhy 
lake at the mouth of the river Toree. This city is, from its 
fituation, very ftrong; asa proof of which, when befieged by 
the Ardras, affifted by the French fhipping, it was able to 
repulfe them both with great lofs. In 1682, this people was 
at war with both Quitta and Whydah; but, from prudential 
inotives, they made a temporary peace with the latter, and 
obtained its affiftance again{ft the former. Some writers 
confider Quitta, Popo, and Whydah, as difmemberments of 
Ardra, with which kingdom, however, they are not more often 
at war, than they are with one another. 


Whydah 


* At prefent, provifion is more plentiful; they bring a number of fine 
cattle from the inland parts of Quitta, 
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Whydah and Ardra were the two greateft maritime {tates 
in the neighbourhood of Dahomy *; rivals in trade, and con- 
fequently ever jealous of each other. The people of Whydah,. 
at that time, are defcribed as the moft polite and civilized of 
any on the whole coait-+; thofe of Ardra being much more. 
infolent and mercenary. 


The country of Whydah is the very reverfe of thofe already: 
mentioned, being, for beauty and fertility, almoft beyond 
defcription ; and, before the invafion of the Dahomans, was fo- 
populous, that one village contained as many inhabitants as a 
whole kingdom on the Gold Coaftt. It was reputed, that. 
the Whydahs were able to bring into the field, two hundred 
thoufand effective men. 


The country of Ardra is no lefs beautiful than that of its: 
neighbour; but this abounds with hill and dale, whereas the 
former is one uniform furface, one great park. Nor was this- 
kingdom lefs formidable than Whydah, before the incurfions of 
the Eyeos in the year 1698. Even at the time in queftion her 
power was very confiderable; for we find, when invaded by 


Dahomy, her army.confifted of more than fifty thoufand men. 
Yet 


* The trade here was very confiderable, this being the principal part of all 
the Guinea Coaft for flaves. In its flourifhing ftate, there was above 20,000 
nezgrees yearly exported, from this and the neighbouring places, to the feveral. 
European plantations. Vide Sne/grave’s Account of Guinea, p. 2. 

-+ Snelzrave complains cf the thievery of the common people, which it was 
hardly pofible to guard againft, fo bold and dexterous were they at it; though 
they knew that, if taken in the fact, they became the flaves of thofe they had 
piundered. Snag. p. 3. 


$ Bsfman’s Defcrigticn of the Coaft of Guinea, p. 315-. 
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Yet both thefe nations are branded by Bofman with pufilla- 
nimity, who tells us, they employed mercenary foldiers, fuch 
as the Aquamboes, or other Gold Coaft negroes, to fight their 
battles*: which we fhall find to be true. 


The capital of Whydah was then Xavier or Sabee, feven or 
eight milest from the beach; that of Ardra was a town of 
the fame name, about twenty miles from the fea. ‘This muft 
be diftinguifhed from another Ardra, or Alladah, which is alfo 
a great town on the road from Whydah to Calmina. As both 
thefe countries are particularly defcribed in other parts of this 
work, it will be unneceflary to enlarge on the fubjeét here. And 
with refpect to the feveral {mall and independent ftates, inter- 
fperfed amongft thofe we have already mentioned, fuch as 
Toree, Weemey, Offra, or Little Ardra, &c. it will be fufi- 
cient, in this place, to refer our readers to the map, for their 
refpective fituations; referving their political connextons till 
they become of fufficient confequence to be taken notice of in 
our hiftory. 


Of the inland kingdoms, that to the weft of Dahomy is 
called Mahee; that to the north-eaft, Eyeo. Snelgrave calls 
the former of thefe Yahoo; but as there was little of either of 
thefe known before the reign of. Trudo, their defcription pro- 
perly belongs to the Hiftory. The Tappahs, to the north-eaft 
of Eyeo, were unknown in his time; and indeed till very 
lately, when they made themfelves as formidable to the Eyeos, 
as thefe to all the fouthern nations. 


Such 


od Bofman, 31S: 


{ About feven miles.—Snely, 2. The Englifh fort was then about a 
league from the fhore, and Sabee about five miles to the north of it. 
Smyth's New Voyage to Guinea, pages 166, 169. 


~ 
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Such were the ftates around Dahomy, and fuch their jarring 
and divided interefts, about the time of the acceflion of Trudo ; 
where a new fcene opens, that difplays to wifer nations, how 
foon a fmall {tate may become too formidable, and how neceflary 
to their own prefervation are thofe alliances, that maintain in 
equilibrio the balance of power. 


Sapien. PP. Jl, 


Trudo degins to retgn—His early conquejfis—Embaffy to the 
maritime flates—Attacks and conquers Ardra. 


GuaDJa Trudo, fometimes called Trudo Audati, afcended 
the throne of Dahomy in the year 1708, being then about 
nineteen years of age. The hiftory of the early part of his 
life has not reached us; but if we confider his inland con- 
quefts, previous to the turning his arms againft the nations 
along the coaft, we mutt confefs he had already merited the 
name of a great commander. Many of thefe are mentioned 
by the natives, and amongft others Didouma and Povey, lying 
to the north-weft of Dahomy ; the latter of which muft have 
been very confiderable, fince he affigned it as a patrimony to 
the heir-apparent.* 


A very little experience muft have taught fuch a mind as that 
of Trudo, how much more effective in war were the European 
weapons, 


* The King’s eldceft (on is the heir apparent ; though, for reafons of ftate, 
the Minifters, after the King’s death, may alter the order of fucceffion. 
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weapons, than thofe ufed by the inland people of Africa; and 
this muft have fuggefted to him the advantage of a fea-coaft, 
where only thofe weapons were to be obtained. For, as to the 
fupply, that might be procured through the hands of the 
maritime nations, it was at beft precarious. Their jealoufy 
might with to keep from others the means of becoming as 
formidable as they fuppofed themfelves to be; and fo they 
might either refufe to furnifh him at all, or they might fet fo 
high a price upon them, as would amount to a prohibition. 
This made him determine to poffefs himfelf of a part of 
the coaft; but, previous to this undertaking, the event of 
which was uncertain, he endeavoured to obtain his principal 
end by negociation. He fent ambafladors to Ardra and 
Whydah, to whofe very borders he had already extended his 
conquefts, requefting an open traflic to the fea-fide, offering 
at the fame time to pay the cuftomary duties. This, as he 
probably expected, was peremptorily refufed; which furnithed 
him with a pretence for obtaining his defire by force, when he 
fhould find a proper opportunity. Nor was it long before 
fuch an opportunity offered, as ferved not only. to conceal his 
real motive, but even to make it appear highly laudable and 
Gilinterefted. 


The European traffic had long increafed the riches and 
arrogance of: the maritime ftates, fo that both whites and 
blacks alike experienced the infolence and oppreffion of their 
Kings and Caboceers. In Ardra, particularly, the duties had 
been confiderably raifed, and feveral impofitions practifed : 
the King had feized on a white factor, fent to him from the 
Englith governor at Whydah, and had now detained him 
as a flave, two years, under pretence of a debt due to him by 

the 
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the African Company; but at length his ill-treatment of his 
own brother excited a refentment which quickly put an end 
to his oppretfion. 

This injured Prince, whofe name was Huffar, applied to 
Trudo, pointing out the many wrongs he had fuffered from 
the King of Ardra, his brother, and offering him a large fum 
ef money to revenge them. ‘This propofal was too agreeable 
to be rejected. Trudo was then fettling his new conquetts ; 
but laying alide all other thoughts, he immediately raifed a 
confiderable army, which he fent off, under his general, to 
Ardra, with no lefs fecrecy than expedition. 


The King of Ardra, however, by fome means obtained 
intelligence of his defign; and without delay difpatched am- 
bafladors to Whydah} reprefenting this intended invafion as 
the common caufe, and intreating immediate affiftance. Why- 
dah, abandoned to faction, and devoid of council, could only 
confider Ardra as a powerful rival, that often interrupted 
her trade, and whofe deftruction was rather to be withed 
for than prevented. She therefore refufed the ambaffador’s 
requeft ; and, by conniving at her neighbour’s deftruction, added 
force to the victor’s arm, which foon after was directed again 


herfelf. 


Ardra, difappointed, but not difmayed, prepared to meet 
the enemy with avdetermined refolution. Her army confifted 
of about fifty thoufand men. The conflict was as obftinate as 
it wasefharp and terrible. They oppofed the Dahomans three 
days; and it was not.till their king was killed, or taken 


ec prifoner, 
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prifoner *, that victory declared againft them. ‘They then 


gave way. In the rout the conquerors made a moft terrible: 


carnage, and took upwards of eight thoufand prifoners ; whilft 
thofe who could efcape, fled, with the utmoft precipitation, to 
the woods and other places where they could find fhelter. 


Amoneft the prifoners was the white man, formerly men- 


tioned, whofe name was Bulfinch Lambe. He was treated very: 


kindly by the Dahomans; but detained prifoner, and fent up 
to Abomey, where Trudo, though he would not part with him 


for a long time, gave him a houfe and fervants to attend him,, 


with every other accommodation in his power. From Lambe 
we have accounts of the riches and prowefs of this great prince ; 


that he abounded in plate, wrought gold, and other fumptuous-. 


articles; that he had five and twenty pieces of cannon, fome of 


which weighed upwards of a thoufand weight +, which he 


took great delight in firing twice round every market-day ;. 


that he was very liberal, but withal vain and proud, and con- 


fidered the having white men about him asa great addition to his. 


grandeur ; on which account he had formerly bought of the 
Popoes an old Mulatto Portuguefe, at the rate of near five hun- 


dred pounds, who together with Lambe were always feated. 


befide him, when he made his public appearance. It was from 
this Portuguefe, probably, that Capt. Snelgrave obtained the 


account, 


* Smith fays, he was killed before his palace-gate; Snelgrave that. 


he was taken prifoner, and beheaded. Smith’s Voyage, p.170; Snelgrave, p. 7. 


+ It does not appear whence thefe cannon were brought, nor how they 
were obtained. They were, probably, the fpoils of the forts at Ardra. If fo, it 
fhows the vigour of the Dahomans, in having already tranfported fo many 
heavy weights to fuch adiftance, Lambe’s letter being dated Nov. 27, 1724. 
Vide Smith's Voyage, p. 171. 
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account of the Eyeo invafion, mentioned in the next Chapter*; 
for, at the time the Captain was at Trudo’s camp, at Ardra, 
which was in 1727, Lambe had been gone abouta year, The 
King had fent him to England with rich prefents, in order to 
bring white men to fettle in Dahomy; buthe never returned. 


The land of Jaquin, which formed part of the fea-coaft of 
Ardra, had an hereditary governor, tributary to the King of 
Ardra, to whom ‘he annually paid acertain number of loaves of 
falt, of which great quantities are made here. On the con- 
queit of Ardra, the lord of Jaquin fent his fubmiffion to Trudo, 
offering him the fame tribute he had ufually paid to the con- 
quered king. This the King of Dahomy readily accepted, 
thinking, as he was now in poffeffion of a free paflage to the fea- 
coaft, the Jaquins might be ufeful, from their knowledge of 
trade, in furnithing him with a conftant fupply of arms and 
_ gunpowder to carry on his intended conquefts. Befides, as thefe 
people were enemies to the Whydahs, whom they confidered 
as rivals in their trade, he thought they would be no lefs ufeful 
in his defigns upoa that kingdom.-- 


And here again the policy of Trudo is difplayed; who, 
though in other inftances he had endeavoured to fecure his 
conquefts by a terrible deftruction of the nations he had fubdued, 
knew his interefts too well, to treat the people of this country 
in like manner ; at leaft till he fhould have no further need of 


them. 
C2 ee Lie. 


* Snelgrave fays, the Portuguefe Mulatto, who informed him of this tranf- 
action, was taxen in the Ardra war; but it is moft probable that Lambe’s 
account isright. V. Smith, p.176, 177. 


+ Snelgrave, pu20d. 
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Account of the Eyeosx—The tenure under which their King holds 
his government—Their former invafion of Ardra—Invade Da- 
homy—Are defeated by ftratagem—Terrible to the Dahomans 
—Trudo’s wztention, if they fhould return. 


THe ge of Eyeo* lies. many days journey to the 
north-eaft of Abomey, beyond a great and famous lake, the 
fountain of feveral large rivers that empty themfelves-into the 
Bay of Guinea. The people are numerous and warlike, and, 
what is here fingular, their armies totally confift of cavalry ; 
and as every favage nation has fome cruel method of rendering 
themfelves dreadful to their enemies, this people were faid to 
havea cuftom of cutting of the privities of thofe they have flain 
in battle; and that no one dared, on pain of death, to take an 


enemy prifoner, that was not furnithed with a hundred of thefe. 


trophies. . 


The Eyeos are governed bya king, no lefs abfolute than the 


King of Dahomy, yet fubject to a regulation of ftate, at once: 


humiliating.and extraordinary. When the people have con- 


ceived an opinion of his ill government, which is fometimes. 
infidioufly infufed into them, by theartifice of his difcontented. 
minifters, they fend a deputation to him, with a prefent of. 


parrots 
* Called Oyeo, Okyou.—Barbst, &c. Probably this may be the kingdom 


of Gago, which lies to the northward of Dahomy, eight or ten days journey, . 


The Moorifh afpirated found of G being nearly like a hard H, as in the word 
Geerge, {pcle Jorje by the Spaniards, and pronounced Horké, or Horché; 
whence Gago may have been founded Haho, Haiho, or Haiko. 


+ Snelgrave, p. 55. 
1 Bofman, p- 374s 


| 


- 
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parrots eggs, as a mark of its authenticity, to reprefent to him 
that the burden of government mutt have fo far fatigued him, 
that they confider it full time for him to repofe from his cares, 
and indulge himfelf with a little fleep. He thanks: his fubjeéts 
for their attention to his eafe; retires to his apartment, as if to 
fleép ; and there gives directions to his women to ftrangle him. 
This is immediately executed ; and his fon. quietly afcends the 
throne, upon the ufual terms, of holding the reins of govern- 
ment no longer than whilft he merits the.approbation of the 
people.* 


This feems to have been the firft inland nation in this part of 
Africa, of which the Europeans had any intimation. Bofman 
{peaks of an invafion of Ardra, in 1698, by a potent inland 
people, which could, from his defcription, be no other than the 
Eyeos. From him we learn, that fome of the Ardras, who had 
beenill treated by their king, or his caboceers, flying to this inland 
princefor redrefs, he fent an ambaflador to remonttrate with the 
Ning of Ardraon the fubjeét, and to inform him, if his viceroys and 
other deputies did not govern the people more juftly and tenderly, 
he fhould be obliged, however unwilling, to interfere. Ardra 
treated the monition with contempt, and put the ambaffador to 
death ; but the King of Eyeo took. a dreadful revenge: his. 
troops poured like a torrent into Ardra; deftroyed almoft half 
the kingdom ; and, what marks at once his feverity and his 
juttice, notwithftanding his general had obtained fo fignal a. 
victory, he caufed him to be hanged, on his return, . becaufe he 


had 


* Nir. Norris. 


+ The Whydahs, fay the Eyeos, invaded Ardra with ten hundred thou- 
fend horfe; from which, without taking it titerally, we may fuppofe the 
number muit havebeen immenfe. We fiall fee, further on, the idea of the 
Dakomans zbout the number of an Eyeo army. 
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had not brought with him the King of Ardra, who was the 
author of all this evil. 


It was this nation that, fhortly after the conqueft of Ardra, 
made war on Trudo, at the inftigation of feveral fugitive princes, 
whofe fathers had been conquered and flain by the Dahomans. 
They entered Dahomy with an immenfe body of horfe, amount- 
ing to many thoufands. ‘Trudo immediately left Ardra ; and, 
though he had none but infantry*, yet, thefe having fire-arms, 
as well as fwords, he had fome hopes that he might at leaft-make 
a ftand againft them. He knew, however, that they were well 
mounted, and armed with bows, Javelins, and cutting {words ; 
that they were, befides, courageous, and had {pread terror 
through the adjacent countries ; he alfo knew, that he had to 
conteft in an open country, where horfe would have every advan- 
tage; yet all this could not damp his daring fpirit. He marched 
boldly to face the enemy ; and, on meeting them, fupported fuch 
a fire from his mufquetry as effeCtually affrighted the horfes, fo 
that their riders could never make a regular charge on the Da- 
homans. WNotwithftanding this, their numbers were fo great, 
and the difpute fo obftinate, that, after fighting for four days, the 
troops of Dahomy were greatly fatigued, and all was in danger 
of being loft: at this critical momenta ftratagem entered the 
mind of the king, worthy of the moft enlightened general, and 
which has been feveral times practifed, with equal fuccefs, in 
times both ancient and modern. 


Trudo had inhis camp great quantities of brandy, at that time 
one of the principal articles of the French trade to Guinea. 
This, 


* ‘There are few or no horfes in Dahomy. Such as they have are very fmall 5 
which indeed was the cafe with the inland countries, in Leo’s time (about 
1492), when good horfes, from the north of Africa, were bought up at Gago, 
at ahigh price; perhaps with intention to improve the breed, and eftablith a 
numcrous cavalry. 
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This, with many valuable goods, he contrived to leave in a town, 
adjacent to his camp, and under favour of the night withdrew to- 
a convenient diftance. In the morning the Eyeos, feeing the 
enemy fled, fecure of victory, began to burn and plunder the 
town, and to indulge themfelves very freely with the treacherous 
liquor: this foon intoxicated, and f{pread the ground with the 
major part of their army. At this juncture, the Dahomans, who 
had timely intimation of the enemy’s diforder, fell upon them 
with redoubled fury, deftroyed a great number, completely routed 
the reft; and thofe that efcaped, owed their fafety to their horfes.* 


In this manner did Trudo happily clear his country of a. 
very formidable enemy ; but however he might confider himfelf 
victorious in the prefent inftance, he knew there was every thing: 
to be feared from the inroads of fuch a numerous nation, and 
that too anation of horfemen. He, therefore, with a forefight 
that did him much honour, fent ambaffadors with many prefents 
to the King of Eyeo, to avert his further anger; but, without 
depending too much on their fuccefs, he laid his plans, in cafe of 
another invafion. He knew that the Fetifche of the Eyeos was 
the fea; and that themfelves, and their king, were threatened 
with death, by the priefts, if they ever dared to look on it: he 
therefore refolved, in cafe he fhould be defeated by them ina fu- 
ture battle, to repair with his people to the fea-coaft for fecurity, 
and leave the upland towns and country to their difpofal; in. 
which he knew'they could not remain after they had deftroyed 
the forage ; and that all the damage they might otherwife do, to. 


fo) > 


thatched houfes and mud walls, would eafily be repaired. 


RAS 


* The Dabomans pretend, that in their Might, the terror and precipitation 
of the Fyeos was fo violent, that great numbers tumbled into, and filled up 
part of the deep moat which furrounds Abomey, the reft making themfelves a 

ridge of their bodies, toefect theirefcape. Capt, Fayrer. 
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C” HitgA oP. IV. 


“‘Trudo’s Defign againfi Whydah—Its Government at that time— 
Attacks and takes the northern part—Jurprifes the refi—An- 
thropophagi. 


Every thing feems to have remained in quiet during the ftay 
of Mr. Lambe in Dahomy, which he quitted about April, 1726*: 
for though the King’s mind was intent on the chaftifement and 
conqueft of Whydah, he had been hitherto prevented from ear- 
tying his defign into execution, partly by the perfuafions of 
Lambe, partly by the difficulty of the enterprife. On the one 
hand, Lambe prefented the number of Whydahs that were ufed to 
fire-arms, and the great afliftance they would derive from the 
forts, as well as from the fkill of the white people fettled 
among them; on the other, the King was fenfible that the 
enemy, being furrounded with rivers and {wamps, would, if too 
hard preffed, eafily take to the iflands and faftnefles, whither 
the troops of Dahomy, for want of canoes, and {kill to manage 
them, could not follow: in which cafe not only his conqueft 
would be incomplete, but he would be fubject to perpetual ha- 
raffment from fuch troublefome neighbours. ) 


At this time Whydah was governed by a weak and indolent 
prince, who, having afcended the throne at the age of 14, foon 
became 


+ Snelgrave was at Ardra in April, 1727; when the King told him, Lambe 
had been gone twelve moons. Snel. Voyage, p.67. 
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became thé tool of a train of defigning minifters. They flat-. 
tered his natural difpofition for diffipation and effeminacy, as 
the fureft means of fharing his power ; and now, at the age of 
thirty, he was neither qualified for the council, nor the field. 
His indolence and indulgence had fwoln him to an enormous 
fize; and, conftantly fhut up in his feraglio, amongft thoufands of 
women, over whom he afferted the moft defpotic {way, he vainly 
imagined his bulk to be the type of his real greatnefs. Mean 
while the minifters and caboceers around him, intent on their 
own private interefts, divided the {tate into a thoufand different 
factions, which, added to the natural timidity of the people, the 
refult of plenty, long eafe, and inaction, expofed it as a ready 
prey to any invader. 


When threatened with the Dahoman invafion, this vain crea= 
ture made fo light of both the people and their king, that, though 
itis the conftant cuftom of thefe nations to deftroy princes and 
great men taken in war, left their power and knowledge fhould 
excite the conquered nation to rebellion; yet, in bravado, he told 
Snelgrave, he would not even cut off the King of Dahomy’s 

-head, when taken; but would keep him alive asa flave in one of 
the moft contemptible fituations about his perfon.* This fool- 
ith fpeech, which, no doubt, reached the ears of Trudo, pro- 
bably helped to exafperate him. Accordingly, when he had 
made the neceflary preparations, he firft attacked the northern 
part of tne kingdom, which was under the hereditary govern- 
ment of a great lord, then called Appragah, who forthwith 
fent to the King of Whydah for affiftance; but, through-the 
intereft of his enemies at court, was, moft ftrangely, refufed. 
Whereupon, after a flight refiftance, Appragah fubmitted to 

D and 


* Snelzrave, p. 6. 
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and was kindly received by the King of Dahomy, who afterwards 
reinftated him in his poffeffions. 


The conqueror immediately prepared to penetrate into the 
heart of thecountry. For which purpofe he encamped on the 
banks of a river that runs about half a mile to the northward cf 
Sabee or Xavier, the capital of Whydah.* Here he expeéted 
a vigorous oppofition: for, having neither boats nor boatmen, 
his army could only pafs the river by fording ; and even this 
was not practicable, except at one place, which 500 refolute 
men could eafily have defended againft the efforts of his whole 
army. But he was deceived; for inftead of ufing the neceflary 
precaution to prevent the incurfions of fo dreadful an enemy, 
the Whydahs left the pafs to the care of the Snake, their Fe- 
tifche or God: to whom they facrificed night and morning, 
praying him to prevent the enemy from croffing the river. And 
{atisfied with this, they even omitted, which is fcarcely credible, 
to keep fo much as a guard there. 


Trudo, probably fuppofing his whole force might be neceffary 
for this enterprife, had left the conduét of this part of his army. to 
his general, and was gone to bring down the other part, which was. 
encamped at his head-quarters at Ardra; having firft fent an inti- 
mation to the European factors, as he had formerly done to thofe 
at Ardra, that he expected them to remain neuter, under. 
pain of his refentment. The general, obferving the enemies 
neglect, ordered 200 men to try the ford; which having done 
unmolefted, they, being refolute fellows, immediately pro- 
ceeded on to the town, without waiting for further orders, fhout- 
ing and founding their war mufic all the way. ‘This happening 


about. 


* Sne'graur, p. 12> 
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sbout three o’clock in the afternoon, the out-guards of the town 
were almoft all fait afleep; but be ing awakened by the noife, 
they fled into the town, crying out, that all the Dahoman 
army had patfed the river. This no fooner was announced, 
than king and people began to decamp ; and in a very fhort 
time the fields were covered with men, women, and children, 
flying from all parts towards the fea-fide. The King, and 
many of his train, by the help of canoes, got fafe to the “iflands 
near Popo; but numbers, who could not ont that conveyance, 
were, in their hurry, drow ned, in attempting to fwim over 
tothem. Thofe fain and made prifoners were innumerable ; 
and thoufands, who fhe!tered themfelves up and down ie 
country among the buthes, afterwards perifhed by fword and 
famine. 


The Dahoman general could not believe the reports that 
were brought him of his good fortune; nor fcarce truft to the 
evidence of his own fenfes, when, after having conducted over 
the reasainder of his army, which he did the fame evening, he 
faw the truth conirmed, ‘‘ that two hundred foldiers had put 
‘* to flight a nation, capable of oppofing them with a thoufand 
«6 men to one:” fowretched a creature is man, when enervated 
by luxury, indolence, and fervile pafiions ! 


There is no other way of accounting for this imbecility of 
mind, this panic fear with which the whole of fo greata 
nation muft have been ftruck, on fuch a trifling alarm. Though 
they pretended afterwards, when fome of thofe who had 
efcaped, were upbraided with the cowardly manner in which they 
had deferted their country, that it was ‘‘ for fear of being 
“© eaten; that the Dahomans were cannibals, whom no- 


D2 ‘* thing 


20 HisSTORY OF DAHOM Ys 


‘* thing could refift; and that the thought of being devoured by 
‘their own fpecies, was far more terrible to them than their 
“* apprehenfions about being killed.” * 


Snelerave ftrongly inclines to believe that the Dahomans. 
were indeed anthropophag:; and this idea.is as ftrongly 
combated by Atkins. { The former fupports his opinion not 
only on the reports of credible witneffes, but from a very natural. 
induction, <* That thofe who could fo cruelly facrifice their 
** fellow-creatures as the Dahomans do, might probably carry 
‘their barbarity a degree farther.” The other founds his. 
objections merely on the opinion, that fuch practice is unna- 
tural; but late voyages have fhewn the eating of the fleth of. 
enemies to be very common. Befides, Atkins himfelf allows, 
that amongft favages ‘* fingle infiances may have been, as their 
“‘ way to exprefs an intenfe malice againit. a particular enemy, 
“and zz tcerrorem, &c.” which is enough for Snelgrave’s pur- 
pofe, as he only laysa ftrefs on enemies eaten folemnly at their 
facrifices, which has an equal juftification. Though it is to 
be noted, that he mentions the fale of human feth in the 
market, on the evidence of a Mr. More, furgeon of a fhip in 
that trade: which Atkins, not knowing how to get rid of it, . 
would turn into a miferable pun, viz. that it meant the fale of 
living flefh, or flaves. 


But whether this idea were true or falfe, it could plead no-. 
thing in excufe for the flight of feveral thoufand men from fo 


{mall 
Snel. p. 42. + Id. p. 51. ct feq. { <Atkins’s Voy. to Guinea, p. 122, et feq.. 


Numberlefs inftances arc found, in voyages, of this feemingly unnatural cuf-. 
tom; though even the probability of it has been contefted by Dampier and 
ethers, as well as Atkins. Vide Dampier, Voyage round the World, 4th. 
edit. p. 484, 5. But this is opinion againft teftimony. 
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fmall a number; and there is nothing but our fympathy for 
the imbecility of haman nature, and our pity for the mifery in 
which it involved this people, that can make us look with. 
patience on the cowardice which occafioned it, 


ee cteAGR. Vv. 


Trudo’s joy for bis wvithory.—Sacrifices a great number of 
captives. —Reflections on this barbarity—and on the means of 
preventing it.—Tle Dahomans have no genius for trade.— 


Wars nst begun for the purpofe of taking flaves. 


TH E Dahoman Prince received the news of this victory with 
every poffible demonftration of joy. He not only gave largeffes 
to his officers and caboceers ; but, according to the favage cuftom 
of the country, he floated the altars of his Gods, and the 
tombs of his deceafed anceftors, with the blood of his unfortu- 


nate captives. 


This fcene, which was tranfa¢ted at Ardra, was followed, . 
or rather accompanied, by one yet more dreadful, at the camp. 
The general, probably by his mafter’s command, gave orders 
that the remaining prifoners, who through age, wounds, or: 
infirmities, had not been able to march with their fellows to 
head-quarters, fhould be put to death on the fpot. And to 


heighten this bloody aé&t with accumulated horrors, he com-- 
4 mitted 
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mitted the execution of them to the boys of his army, whom 
he thereby meant early to enure to deeds of cruelty, and 
furnifhing them with fwords, ordered them to cut off the pri- 
foners heads. As fome of thefe boys were only feven or eight 
years of age, and hardly able to manage fuch a weapon, the tor- 
tures thefe unhappy wretches muft have fuffered, from the 
weaknefs and incompetency of their executioners, are eafier to 
be conceived than defcribed. * 


The inhuman treatment of enemies taken in war, has ftained 
the annals of all nations. There feems to have been amongft 
mankind an emulation to excel in this fpecies of cruelty. Nor 
has this vice been confined to favage nations; Greece and 
Rome have afforded examples more than fufficient to juftify 
thefe practices in Africa and America, -- if cuftom could give 

fanétion 


* Smith, p. 192, fays, the general ordered all thofe to be murdered that were 
unmerchantable; but this is every way wreng: for there was no market for them 
at that time; and we fhail find that thofe would ferve for victims, in folemn 
facrifices, that were by no means fit for labour. See Chapter vii. 

This manner of torturing victims is not peculiar to Dahomy. It feems to be a 
hard feature in the complexion of favage nations, to train up their children to 
blood. Bofman faw eleven ancient perfons tortured to death at the funeral of 
a king on the Gold Coaft; one of whom, after having endured the moft 
exquifite torments, was committed toa child of fix years of age to be beheaded ; 
which he was near an hour in performing, not having ftrength enough to wield 
afabre. WV. Bofman, p. 223. Some of the Americans ufed to commit their 
prifoners of war to boys to be flain: five or fix of whom beat out their brains 
with clubs. V. Purchas’s Pilgrims, 1033. 


+ Witnefs the facrifice of 300 Lacedemonians and their king, by Arifto- 
menes, the Mcflenian. V. £ufeb, Evang. Prep. }. 4, ¢. 7. edit. 1534, and of as 
many 
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fanétion to error, or fuch nations were defirous of precedents 
for their juftification. 


Prifoners of war, by the right of conqueft, are undoubtedly the 
property of the victor. Heconfiders themasfuch, and will always 
difpofe of them as bett fuits with his own interefts, and thofe 
of his country. When viewed in the light of men who have 
ditturbed the nation’s peace, invaded its rights, murdered its 
protectors, levelled at the lives of the conquerors ; and whofe 
bofoms are ftill actuated by the fame fpirit, though now overawed 
by power; here {clf-prefervation pleads againft mercy. Man, un- 
inriuenced by paffion, may feel, even ina favage ftate, for the fuf- 
ferings of his fellow-creature, and fhudder at the idea of depriving 
him of lite; but under continual apprehenfion for his own fafety, 
he will not hefitate to remove the object of his fear, in what- 
ever manner may appear the moft effectual. Hence the exercife 
ct the power which conqueft has given, when felf-prefervation 
is the motive, cannot be called cruelty: which name only be- 
longs to a wanton abufe of that power, in adding torture to 
death; or by having recourfe to death, or any rigid expedient, 
when gentle ones may be employed with equal fecurity. * 


The 


many of the principal citizens of Perufia, by Auguftus, to the manes of his 
uncle Julius. WV. Suetonius in vita Auguft. Xenophon fays, the Lacedemo- 
nians put to death more Athenians in eight months peace, than their enemics- 
had fla.nin thirty years war. V. Xenzp. deReb. geft. Grac. lib. 2. p. 278. 


and many others. 


= Vide Pufendorff’s Duty of Man, b. 2. c¢. 4; and Law of Nations, folio,. 
pe260; Grotiusde Jure, &c. lib. 11, c. 5 
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‘The two moft general ways of difpofing of fuch captives, 
‘have been by death or tranfportation. Ranfom, exchange, or 
liberty on parole, are the effects of a fyftem that involves a 
greater varicty of confiderations, and a higher degree of civili- 
zation, than can be expected in fuch nations as Dahomy. 
People like them would laugh at the idea of giving their foes 
the opportunity of affaulting them a fecond time; and for 
ranfom, the warrior nations feem to defpife it. ‘Therefore, 
after they have preferved, as their own flaves, fo many of 
‘their prifoners as they want for flate or drudgery, they either 
fell the remainder to thofe who will remove them away into 
a diftant country ; or, when there is no fuch demand for them, 
they put them to death. 


In this light, Afiatic pomp, and European neceffity for 
labourers enured to a tropical fun, appear to have been the only 
effectual inftruments of mercy, the only means whereby the 
lives of many of thofe unfortunate people have been faved. 
And their effet would have been much greater, had not the 
horrid fiend, Superftition, who at times has tyrannized over 
the whole human race, fo frequently barred up the avenues 
to pity: by fuggefting that the Author of good is pleafed with 
murder, and that the fouls of vitims may be enflaved as well 
as their bodies. It is not here a place to enter into the fubject 
of human blood offered to the Gods, or to the sanes of the 
dead ;* it is enough to fhew, through our hiftory, that Avarice 
can fheath the knife even of Superftition, and that her incite- 

ments 


* Vide Potter’s Antiq. c. 4,0n Sacrifices ; Bryant and others, on the fame 
fubjeét; Prevoft’s Hiftoire des Voyages, Index word Sacrifices; Purchas’s 
Pijsrims, many places, &c. &c. 
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ments to flaughter, powerful as they may be, are confined 
within narrow limits, when felf-intereft attends upon lenity. 


Where there has been no traffic of this fort, nature fhudders 
at the devattations that have been made by revenge, and all the 
bafer pafiions, under the colour of piety. Murder, in all its 
forms, has raged with unlimited fury. During the reigns of 
the Whydah Kings, their prifoners were fold, and human fa- 
crifices were {feldom and inconfiderable : * in Dahomy, where 
war took the lead of commerce, they were frequent, and 
often times numerous ; but in America, where traffic of this 
kind was not known, they exceeded all belief. Wars were in- 
ftituted for the very purpofe of obtaining victims; and at the 
dedication of one temple at Mexico, which lafted four days, 
they facrificed fixty-four thoufand and eighty captives, in a 
manner too horrid to be exprefied. -- 


The murder of fo great a number of Whydahs on the pre- 
fent occafion, at Dahomy, feems principally to have arifen 
from there being no fhips in the road. The factories had been 
plundered in the onfet, and afterwards burnt;{ the factors 
taken prifoners, and though releafed, were ftill in fright and 
confufion. The multitude of prifoners was daily increafing ; 
it became expenfive, and perhaps alarming. As there was 
no vent for them, policy dictated to Trudo, that he might 
get rid of his fears and incumbrance, and at the fame time 
increafe his glory, if he fhould make fo noble and valuable a 
prefent to his gods and forefathers; that, from fuch an a@, 
his magnificence would be confidered as exceeding all bounds, 

E and 


* Vide B:/man uncer Whydah. 
Vice Prive?, H-foire des Voyages. Vol. xiii. p. 528. 


t Vide Smith, p. 191. 
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and his piety be extolled to the fkies. Under thefe confidera. 
tions, he devoted to death four thoufand, * which probably 
was the whole number as yet taken, and thereby gained an 
applaufe he could have well fpared, had the more profitable 
alternative prefented itfelf. 


It is true, the cuftom of his country required an acknow- 
ledgement, and that a liberal one, to the Gods, for his victories ; ++ 
but the quantum depended on the victor’s pleafure: and we 
find Trudo knew how to keep his piety, at leaft, within due 
bounds. For in a tranfadtion that followed fhortly after, having 
taken eighteen hundred prifoners of another nation that had 
offended him more than the Whydahs, he contented his priefts, 
with four} hundred of them: fhips being then in the road, 
where he could turn the remainder to profit. 


That Trudo had ideas of the advantages of trade to himfelf 
and his people, appears in many inftances. He had commenced 
thefe wars with both the maritime nations, from their having: 
refufed him a part in their commerce.§ He had an eager 
defire for European arms, and for fuch of their commodities as 
he thought were fuitable to his dignity. He had told Lambe, 
fome years before, that he could with to have fhips come to 
fome place to trade for his flaves only, and to bring him what 
was fit for fuch a king as he. {| Yet, with all thofe prepof-. 
feffions, all thefe defires, Trudo and his Dahomans were equally 
ignorant of the principles on which trade muft be conduéted. 
The haughty ferocity of a people, bred folely to war and rapine, 


1S. 


* Vide Snelgrave, p. 31¢ + Ide p. 46. } Id. p. 37, 49. § Id. p. 556, &c.. 
| Vide Smith, p. 147. 
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is incompatible with the mild and fteady {pirit of commerce. 
Hence, by their harfhnefs and violence on the one hand, and 
their fraudulence and ignorance on the other, they, in time, 
fo far loft their connexions, that, from two thoufand flaves 
a-year, tranfported from Whydah only, in 1726, * the 
greateft number now fent off from this and the two great 
kingdoms of Ardra and Dahomy, together with feveral 
other finall ones united to them, is only five thoufand five 
hundred; little more than one-fourth part of the former. 
See the Report of the Lords, relating to the flave-trade, printed 
in 1789. 


This circumftance muft appear the more aftonithing to 
thofe who have been led to think that, in Africa, wars origi- 
nated in the defire of obtaining flaves for the Europeans ; 
efpecially when they fhall find this kingdom, with very little 
intermiffion, to have been engaged in wars, with all its fur- 
rounding neighbours, for near feventy years. 


Ceili A 2; VI. 


White men made prifiners.—Ships arrive.—Snelgrave’s journey 
to Ardraa—Azng’s camp and court.—<Army returns from 
Tuffoe.—Victims chofen for facrifice. 


AMONGST the prifoners were the white men belonging to 
the different factories, to the number of forty, or more. They 
were ordered up to Ardra, and proper hammocks provided for 

E 2 them, 


* Snelgrave, p. 2. 
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them, that they might travel with convenience. They were 
fome days at Ardra before they obtained an audience ; but then, 
the King received them politely, fet them at liberty, and made 
fome of them prefents ; with the promife, that he would caufe 
trade to flourifh, and have a particular regard to their interefts,. 
fo foon as he had fettled his conquefts. 


About three weeks after, feveral fhips of different nations. 
arrived in the road.* The firft of which feems to have been the 
Katharine Galley, commanded by Captain W. Snelgrave: to 
whofe attentive and judicious obfervations, this life of Trudo is 
much indebted. He laments the horrid devaftation of fo fine 
and populous a country, the carnage of the inhabitants, and 
their remains lying every where around him. Particularly, as 
he had been feveral voyages there, and had been witnefs of its 
beauty and population in its moft flourifhing ftate: in the de- 
{cription of which, all other writers on the fubject agree with 
him. Smith, t who was at Whydah about the fame time, 

fays, 


* The latter end of March, 1726-7, I arrived with the Katherine Galley, in. 
the road of Whydah, Snel. 19,—failed thence, and anchored in the road of 
Jaquin, 34 of April, Id.21. On Friday the 7th of April, 1727, we arrived 
in Whydah road, and found lying here three French and two Portuguefe fhips. 
Smith, Voyage, p. 166. 


+ Publifhed in 1734, under the title of A full Account of fome Parts of 
Guinea, and of the Slave-Trade,”’ 8vo. He fpeaks of the conqueft of Whydah,. 
as having happened about three weeks before hisarrival. V. Sued. p. 19. 


+ Smith was fent out as furveyor, in 1726. His New Voyage to Guinea is 
a pofthumous work, publifhed in 1744, 8vo. of which fee pages 166 and 194, 
Sce alfo our Introduction, which contains the fubftance of the defcription of 
the fevera) writers. 
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fays, ‘* The natives were fo induftrious, that no place which 
‘¢ was thought fertile, could efcape being planted, though even 
‘‘ within the hedges that inclofe their villages and dwelling 
«* places ; and they were fo very anxious in this particular, that, 
‘«* the next day after they had reaped, they always fowed again, 
‘without allowing the land any time to reft;”” which is no 
fmall proof of its itrength and fertility. 


Smith, however, complains of its being very unwholefome,. 
which, he fays, he was afterwards informed became more and more 
fo by the negligence of the Dahomans, * who have fuffered it 
to remain uncultivated, and to be overrun with poifonous and 
ftinking weeds. Snelgrave found trade fo dead, that after 
ftaying three days at Whydah, and having heard the me- 
lancholy accounts of Mr. Tinker, the late, and Mr. Duport, 
the then, governors, as well as thofe of other gentlemen of 
the factory, he failed for Jaquin, about feven leagues to the 
eaftwward, to fee if matters wore a better face there. 


It was here that, fhortly after his arrival, he received a mef-. 
fenger from the King of Dahomy, inviting him to Ardra; of 
which, after fome hefitation, he accepted; and by that means 
became a fpectator of many things worthy relation. In this 
journey, which is of about forty miles, he was accompanied by a 
Datch captain, whofe fhip had juit before been deftroyed by the 
Portuguete ; a Dutch writer, belonging to their factory, carrying 
large prefents to the King; and the Lord of Jaquin’s brother, 
with the tribute of that State, and great prefents befide. The 

prepa= 


* This information feems to have been given him, about a year or two after 
the conqueit. 
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preparations for their journey took them up three days. They 
had an hundred black fervants in their retinue; each gentleman 
had fix hammock men, by two of whom he was carried, the reft 
relieving the others in their turns ; alfo a {mall horfe to ride on, 
when weary with lying. They fet out on the 8th of April, 
about nine o'clock, and reached Ardra the next day, about the 
fame time. ‘The roads, he fays, were good; the country beau-. 
tiful, but defolate; the towns and villages deftroyed ; and the 
fields ftrewed with human bones. 


When they arrived within halfa mile of the King’s camp, they 
halted. Soon after, a meflenger came from his majefty, to com- 
pliment and welcome them ; intimating that a great man would 
prefently arrive to receive them. They accordingly took out 
their beft apparel, and dreffed themfelves under the covert of 
an old wall; after which, advancing towards the camp, they 
were met by the great captain,* as the blacks called him, who 
was a principal officer of the court, attended by 500 foldiers, 
with fire-arms, drawn fwords, fhields and banners. On their 
approach they ufed many ftrange ceremonies, that excited the 
fear of the travellers, as well as their wonder. The great cap- 
tain, and fome of his officers, approached them, flourithing 
their naked {words over their heads, and pointing them at their 
breafts; fkipping and jumping round them, with many antic 
poftures. After which, the great man affumed a fedate air; 
and, giving them his hand, welcomed them in the King’s 


name, 


~ The principal officer of the court is called the Tamegan, as we fhall fee 
further on; but it is the fecond officer, or A/ahu, that is mafter of the ceremo- 
nies. Snelgrave feems not to have known thefe titles, nor even the name of the 
King; for which laft we are indebted to Mr. Lambe. Vide Smith's Voy- 
age, 171. 
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and name, and drank their healths in palm wine: they, in re- 
turn, drank the king’s health, in wine and beer, with both 
which he feemed very well pleafed. Thefe ceremonies being over, 
they all fet out, under this guard, for the camp, accompanied 
with a difmal noife, which they called by the name of mufic. 


They arrived at the camp in about half an hour. It was 
fituated near a great ruined town, late the principal place of the 
kingdom of Ardra.* Here the army lay in tents, which, ac- 
cording to the negro cuftom, were made of {mall boughs, co- 
vered with thatch, refembling bee-hives; but big enough for 
ten or twelve foldiers, who crept in at a hole in one fide. On 
entring the camp, chairs, taken from the Whydahs, were fet 
for them under fome fhady trees, where great numbers flocked 
round to tee them ; but were kept off by the foldiery. Having 
refted here about two hours, and beheld divers feats of activity 
performed by the foldiers to divert them, they were conducted 
toa thatched tent, prepared for their reception ; where, having 
crept in, and ftowed their baggage, the great man left them, 
to inform the King of their arrival: appointing them a guard, 
to prevent their being difturbed or molefted. 


It being now noon, they fat down to dinner on the ham and 
fowls they had brought with them; but were fo annoyed by 
flies, they could scarce put a morfel into their mouths, without 

taking 


* Barbot calls this town Great Ardra ; and Lambe, who lived there two years, 
Ardra; which is the name it is now, I believe, known by. The natives call 
it Azem, or Affem ; and report, that it was nine englifh miles in circumference ; 
containing a variety of fhady walks and gardens, as well as a great number of 
fpacious buildings, &c. V. Barbot, 346; Churchill’s Voyage, Vol. 5; Pre- 
vor Hift, des Voy. Vol. iii. p. sig. 
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taking in fome of thefe vermin with it. They little thought 
whence this nuifance proceeded, elfe they would have made a 
anuch fhorter dinner ; nor was it till about three o’clock, when, 
being defired by a meffenger from the great captain, to come to 
the king’s gate, that, on their way, they perceived, with no 
fmall degree of difguft and horror, two heaps of dead men’s 
heads, piled up on two large ftages, and covered with fwarms of 
their late vifitors, the flies. The interpreter told them, “* they 
‘* were the heads of four thoufand of the Whydahs, who had 
‘* been‘facrificed by the Dahomans to their God, about three 
** weeks before, as an acknowledgement of the great conqueft 
“¢ they had obtained.” 


They found the king’s gate to be only an entrance into a large 
court yard, palifadoed round, and containing feveral mud-walled 
houfes. Stools were fet for them; and an officer prefented 
them with cows, fheep, goats, and other provifions, with this 
compliment, that, as the King was in camp, it was not in his 
power to provide for them better. They received this favour 
with due acknowledgement, and were returning out at the gate, 
when they were furprifed with the fight of forty ftout fellows, 
ranged on both fides the gate, with fufils on their fhoulders, 
and broad{words in their hands; having round their necks 
ftrings of dead men’s teeth, reaching as low as their middle, 
both behind and before, in great quantities. Thefe, they were 
told, were the King’s heroes, or worthies; who, having killed 
many cnemies in battle, were allowed to wear their teeth in this 
inanncr, as trophies of their valour: on pain of death, how- 
ever, if they dared to ftring one, whofe owner had not been 
kill.d by their own hands. 


Next 
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Next morning, at nine, they obtained an audience. ‘They 
were received at the king’s gate, and introduced into a large 
court, palifadoed round. Here the King was fitting in a fine 
gilt chair, taken from the King of Whydah. Three large um- 
brellas were held over his head, by women, to fhade him from 
the fun ; and four other women {tood behind his chair, with 
fulfils on their fhoulders. All the women were finely drefied, 
from the middle downwards; the upper part of the body of 
either fex, remaining, in this country, generally uncovered: 
their arms were adorned with many large manellos, or bracelets 
of gold, of great value; and round their necks, and in their 
hair, were abundance of beads, of divers colours, brought 
from a far inland country, where they are dug out of the earth ; 
and which are in as great efteem with the negroes, as dia~ 
monds among the Europeans.* 


The King was drefied in a gown, flowered with gold, that 
reached to his ankles.; an European embroidered hat ; and fan- 
dals on his feet. His manner of fitting at that time, viz. on a 
chair, was not his cuftom, nor that of the country; but feem- 
ingly intended for more than ufual ftate: for, ona future au- 
dience, he was crofs-legged on a carpet, after the Afiatic man- 
ner, though he always preferved a proper majefty and de- 
corum. 


The vifitors were placed at about ten yards from the chair of 
{tate, and ordered to ftand ftill. The King then commanded the 
interpreter to bid them welcome; they bowed low, as directed ; 

F and 


* Thefe probably were only the glafs beads of Europe, brought there by the 
Muleys, or Malays, and pretended to be of great value.—J. F. 
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and Snelgrave, through the fame means, paid his compliments to: 
his majefty ; with which he was much pleafed. He ordered 
chairs for them, made them fit down, and drank to their 
healths. Then liquor being brought them, they returned his 
falutation ; after which, the King invited them to ftay, and fee 
the cuftoms of his country. 


It is neceffary to remark, previous to the detail of what 
paffed, that, at the time whenTrudo was employed in the conqueft: 
of Whydah, he had fent twelve of his wives from Ardra up to. 
Dahomy, with a number of flaves, carrying a large quantity of 
goods and fine things, under an efcort of five hundred foldiers. 
On their way, they were attacked by the Tuffoes, whofe coun- 
try is about fix days journey from Ardra;* who routed the 
guard, murdered the women, and feized on the treafure. To. 
revenge this outrage, the King had no fooner completed the 
conqueft of Whydah, than he fent out part of his army; who 
returned the fame evening we entered the camp, with eighteen 
hundred of the Tuffoes prifoners. 


Thefe prifoners were now, by the King’s order, brought into 
the court ; out of which he felected a great number for facri- 
fice; referving the reft as flaves, for his own ufe, or for fale to. 
the Europeans. Proper officers were in readinefs, to receive the 
captives from the foldiers, who had taken them in battle, and 

to 


* Sneigrave, p- 36.—Tuffoe, Tafoe, or Tafu, is an inland country of the 
Gold Coaft, nearly fouth-weft of Abomey ; it abounds in gold, and lies about 
10 or 12 leagues to the northward of Rio Grande; and at about 60 leagues. 
or 6 days journey, from Ardra. Vide Prevoft’s Map; Hiftoire des Voy. Vol. 4. 
ia iuita; and page 214 of the fame volume. 
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to pay them, in cowries, the value of twenty fhillings fterling, 
for each man, and ten for a woman or child. Thofe were 
next rewarded, who brought the heads of enemies flain; fome 
having three or four ina ftring, for each of which they re- 
ceived the value of five fhillings; and fervants were appointed 
to carry them to the heaps: the interpreter informing the vi- 
fitors, that the King propofed, with thefe, and the others, to 
build a monument. 


All this while the great men, both of the court and army, 
were proftrate on the ground: none approaching nearer than 
twenty feet to the King’s chair. If they wifhed to {peak to 
him, they firft kiffed the ground; then whifpered their pleafure 
into the ear of an old woman, who communicated it to the 
King, and brought his anfwer. He was very liberal to them, 
on this occafion ; prefenting them, in all, with more than two 
hundred flaves. At each prefent, an officer proclaimed the na~ 
ture of it, aloud; which was immediately re-echoed by the 
populace, that were waiting without, in great numbers, for the 
facrifices. 


Thefe ceremonies were fucceeded by fports. Two fellows 
brought in a great tub, containing, at ieaft, fix gallons, of 
fomething like frumenty, which, after falling on their knees, 
they threw fo faft into their mouths, that it was difpatched in 
a few minutes. This, the interpreter informed Snelgrave, was 
their daily practice, to divert the King; but that they generally 
died in a few years, and then others took up the trade. Seve- 
ral other ridiculous things were performed; tired of which, 
and of the heat of the fun, in which they had now remained 

2 three: 
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three hours, defended only by umbrellas, they begged leave to- 
retire to their tent, which being granted, they paid their come. 
pliments, and went away. 


CVA ARE: VI. 


Four hundred Tuftoes facrificed.—The manner deferibed.—Cons - 
pared with the Mexican facrifices—Dahoman’s reafons for 
this practice.—Idea of the Deity. 


S NELGRAVE purfues his account, to this effect. Juft 
as we had dined, the Lord of Jaquin’s brother arrived, in fuch 
a fright, as had changed his colour from black to tawny, and 
deprived him, for fome time, of the power of fpeech. It was 
occafioned by his having juft met the unfortunate victims, . 
whom the King had chofen out, that morning, on their way 
to the place of execution. Their fate, their cries, and la- 
mentations, the dreadful idea of their being devoured by their 
murderers, filled his mind with horrors ; and raifed in it fuch 
apprehenfions, for his own fafety, as all our arguments could 
not remove. The King had not yet admitted him to audience ; 
he conftrued this as an evil omen ; he therefore begged the pro- 
teCtion of our tent, which he confidered as more likely to afford . 
him fecurity than his own; and we granted this requeft, with- 
out hefitation. 


OL 
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Of this ceremony, curiofity, getting the better of our feelings, 
impelled the Dutch captain, and myfelf, to become {pedctators ; 
and having, by our interpreter, obtained of the priefts the ne- 
ceilary permiilion, we went with him to the place where the 
facrifices were to be performed, which was about a quarter of 
a mile from the camp. Great numbers of people were aflem- 
bled on the occafion; and our guards, making way for us, 
through the crowd, brought us near to four {mall ftages, erected 
about five feet from the ground; at the fide of one of which: 
we took our ftand, in a fituation, whence we could plainly fee 
all that patied. 


The firft vidim was a comely old man, between fifty and 
fixty years of age. His hands were tied behind him. Jn his 
behaviour, he fhewed a brave and undaunted mind, without 
any femblance of fear. He was brought to the fide of one of 
the ftages, and ftanding upright, a Fetifher, or prieft, laid his 
hand on his head, repeating fome words of confecration, which 
lafted about two minutes: after which, he made the fign to a 
man, that ftood behind the prifoner, with a broad fword; . 
who immediately,. at one blow, fevered his head from his - 
body. 


The rabble, on this, gave a great fhout. The attendants 
threw up the head on the ftage; and the body, after having 
Jain a little while on the ground, that the blood might drain 
from it, was carried away by flaves, and thrown on a {pot 
adjoining to the camp. It was here the linguift told them, . 
how the different parts of the victim were appropriated. The 
blood, it feems, they devoted to the Fetifche, or God; the 

head . 
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‘head belonged to the king;* and the body was for the common 
people: by which Snelgrave underftood, that it was given them 


for the purpofe of eating; and in which idea he feems con- 
firmed by the fequel. 


As all this may appear to be the effect of favage nature, in its 
loweft, or moft uncultivated ftate; we have only to turn our 
eyes towards the other fide of the Atlantic, and behold what 
was tranfacted in the moft polifhed of any nation that the Eu- 
yopeans have difcovered. At Mexico, after having collected 
fuch a number of captives, as they confidered worthy the ac- 
ceptance of their deity, and which often amounted to many 
thoufands, they difpofed them in long files, unbound; at the 
head of each of which, a prieft placed himfelf, after having 
thewn to every one of them an idol, which he held in his hand, 
as their god. ‘They then proceeded to different lofty altars; 
amongft which, that in the great temple was near 80 feet high, 
and 40 feet {quare, at top. Thefe they afcended by ftrait, and 
almoft perpendicular flights of ftairs. When at the top, four 
priefts, feizing one of the victims by the hands and feet, whilft 
a fifth put the inftrument of ftrangulation, a wooden collar, in 
the form of a fnake, round his neck, to prevent his cries, they 


lifted 


* The heads of victims, or thofe killed in battle, were preferved for different 
purpofes, in many countries. Trudo feems to have made fome diftindtion 5 
the heads taken in the war with Ardra, he ftuck round the walls of his two 
palaces, at Abomey, to the number of about thirty thoufand. With thofe of the 
facrificed Dahomans, and Tuffces, he intended to build a monument of either 
his piety or victory. In the Mexican cemetery, the Spaniards counted above 
136 thoufand, ftuck in the walls; befides thofe formed into Columns, and 
other devices. V. Lambe’s Letter, in Smith’s Voyage, p. 171. Snelgrave, 
p- 38. Purchas’s Pilgtims, p. 991. 
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lifted him up, and threw him forcibly acrofs the ridge of a tri- 
angular ftone; when, probably, his back was broken. His. 
breaft, by this violence, was thraft into a proper pofition to 
meet the knife of the principal facrificer, or chief prieft ; which 
he immediately cut open, and, with his right hand haftily tore 
out the victim’s heart, holding it firft up to the fun; then 
rubbing it, all bloody, over the face of the idol, that he had 
brought with him. At this fignal, the four priefts threw the 
body down the flight of fteps ; to the bottom of which, it was 
generally precipitated in a moment. All the captives. being 
treated thus, the bodies were afligned, by the priefts, to thofe 
that had taken them in war: who diftributed them amongft 
their friends; and they were eaten folemnly. * 


Here we find cruelty to have increafed,. with refinement. 
And it would be happy, if nations that boaft of a much higher 
degree of cultivation, could free themfelves from the like cen=- 
fure; efpecially when they have fuffered blind zeal, and fuper- 
ftition, to hold the place of reafon and religion. 


The author goes on to inform us, that he faw many more of 
the prifoners facrificed, in the fame lamentable manner: that 
the men went to the fide of the ftages, bold and unconcerned ;. 
but that the cries of the poor women and children were 
very moving. The fcene fo far affected his companion, the 
Dutch captain, that, like the Jaquin juft mentioned, he ex- 
pretied his perfonal apprehenfions, from a fuperftition fo favage 
and creel; alledging, that if, in the fit of enthufiafm, it 
Should fuggeit, that white men were more acceptable offerings 


to: 


*% V. Herrara, Decace 3, c. 16. Prevoft Voyages, Tom.-xii. p. 546- 
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to the Fetifche, than thofe of their own colour, it might bring 
both the curious Europeans into the moft imminent danger: a 
notion by no means unreafonable ; and which induced them to 
withdraw, as foon as they decently could. Captain Snelgrave, 
mean while, putting on a good face, entered into converfation 
with fome of the caboceers and officers ; who, in general, excufed 
this cruel exhibition, as the cuftom of the country: one of the 
commanders obferving, that they had conftantly, after any 
conqueft, offered to their god a certain number of captives ; that 
thefe were always chofen out of the prifoners, by the king him- 
felf; that, were this omitted, no more fuccefs would attend 
them; and that their conquefts, made within a few years, 
without any defeat, fthewed fuch offerings to be both neceflary 
and ufeful. His arguments were equally ready, in defence of 
facrificing old or young: the former, he faid, were too cun- 
ning to fpare, and too old for market ; the latter, being in this 
inftance, defigned to attend, in the other world, on thofe whom 
the Tuffoes had flain, it was proper they fhould be young, and fit 
for fuch fervice. Looking on this as a rude notion of a future 
{tate, Snelgrave ventured to afk him, what opinion the Daho- 
mans held, concerning their God. From the anfwer, though 
saturally imperfect and confufed, he could collect, that they 
efteemed him as a fort of Guardian Angel, fubordinate to fome 
other God. -‘t Perhaps,” faid the officer, ‘* that God may be 
<* yours, who has communicated fo many extraordinary things 
‘© to white men, as Mr. Lambe has toid me; but as that God 
«¢ has not been pleafed to make himfelf known to us, we mutt 
«© be fatisfied with this we worflip.” 


Flaving flood by the ftages, near two hours; tired with this 
horrible place, and fight; and perceiving the mob grow fome~- 
what 
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what thinner, on the fide where they flood, the two travellers 
tcok the opportunity of returning to their tent; their guard {till 
clearing the way before them. In the evening they walked out, 
to vilit the officer juft mentioned; and, in their way, pafied 
by the place where the facrificed bodies were thrown. There 
were two great heaps of them, confifting, as they were told, of 
the remains of four hundred perfons. Next morning thefe were 
all vastthed ; having been, in the night, as the interpreter told 
them, folemnly eaten by the Dahomans. This account, whether 
true cr falfe, is one part of the evidence, on which Snelgrave 
fonds his opinion, mentioned in a former chipter ; and which, 
probably, was fupported by his knowledge of the manner in 
Which the bodies of flaves are treated, in fevera]l parts of the 
coatt; where, if not eaten, as above, burial is denied them, 
and they are left to rot above ground, or to be devoured by 
the vultures, or wild beafts. * 


Snelgrave, though a fpectator, has given but an imperfee 
account of this facrifice; and, very probably, his mind was as 
mucn agitated, by his critical fituation, as that of the Dutch 
captain ; elfe he might have informed us of what was doing, at 
the other three flages: at each of which, in all probability, the 

fame 


* <¢ As to the burial of flaves, in fome parts it is not allowed them ; but their 
bodies are caft out into by-places, there to rot away, or be devoured by wild 
beafis : but at thofe parts of the coaft, where they are kinder to their flaves, in 
this particular, they throw eighteen or twenty inches depth of earth over them.” 
Barbet, p. 283, Churchill’s ediicn. 


There is no evidence of extraordinary kindnefs, in the Dahomans, towards 
their prifoners; on the contrary, we fhall find, in the courfe of this work, fe« 
veral inftances of buria's being refufed to their own people. J. F. 


G 
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fame fcene was tranfacting, as at that where they placed them- 
feives: for one prieft could not have performed the neceffary 
rites over 400 hundred victims, in an afternoon; unlefs he de- 
voted feveral at a time, which, it feems, was not the cafe. 
The people’s eftimation of the number really deftroyed, could 
not be very erroneous ; which allows us the liberty of conjec- 
ture, as to the manner: and we cannot form any one fo natural, 
as that feveral fetifchers at once were employed on the fame 
bufinefs, in different quarters. * 


It is time to turn our eyes from a fcene of fo much horror ; 
which we willingly quit, with this obfervation: that he would 
be efteemed as both a wife and happv man, who could prevent 
the appearance of fuch another, on the human ftage: whether 
by the afcendancy of right reafon, or by wifely playing off 


one ardent pafflion againft another. 


It was about this time that Captain Snelgrave became ac- 
quainted with the Portuguefe Mulatto formerly mentioned. 
He had lived with the King, ever fince the time of the Ardra 
war; who had given him a houfe, and a handfome maintenance, 
together with one of thofe phcenomena, fometimes met with 


on the coaft, a white negro, + if I may ufe the expreffion, as 
a 


* The fame reafoning holds, refpeting the numerous victims facrificed, 
at one time, in Mexico. Herrara fays, they were not only flain on the great 
altar, but in the cemetery, or place where they referved the heads. Jn all 
probability, on extraordinary occafions, temporary altars were erected, round 
the great one, and in fevera] parts of the city: elfe, how can we account for 
near 70,COO perfons being offercd up, in the {pace of four days?—J. F. Vice 
allio Prevy/, Vol. xii. pe 540. 

+ They are fo called from having the features and woo! of the negroes, with 


a white, or pale colour. The accounts that travellers have given of thefe 
people 
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a wife. As he fpoke the language, and was acquainted with 
the manners of the people, he was of no finall ufe to our tra- 
veller, in the regulation of his conduct, as well as in affording 
him feveral valuable anecdotes: it was from him that he ob- 
tained an account of the Eyeo war, as related in a former 
chapter. 


Cel yey 1E4 VIil. 


Commercial regulations adjufted.— Story of Bulfinch Lambe, 
—of Prince Tomo, and other impoftors.—King’s wafbing 
times — Fetifche-day. — Army exercifed. — Muleys. — Snel- 
grave’s return to Jaquin. 


O UR author now obtained an audience of the King, for the 
purpofe of adjufting the regulations and duties, in their com- 
mercial intercourfe; where he had the opportunity of behold- 
ing him in another and much more amiable point of view. 


For, though confcious of his own incompetency, he had left 
Gz his 


peopie, which feem to be only a kind of /u/us Natura, have caufed fome of 
our geographers to aflert the exiftence of a nation of the fame colour, in the 
inland parts. Akins fays, at Sefthos he faw a man of this kind, who told him 
he came from a great diftance, where there were more; Captain B. Lambe, 
that he had feen feveral; Mr. Thompfon, that he had feen fuch at Angola, and 
at Madagafcar; and feveral have been exhibited in England. But all this 
gives no warrant for the exiftence of fuch anation.—J.F. et vide 4tkins’s Voy. 
De Os. j 
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his part of this bufinefs to a Caboceer, who had refided a on 
time at Whydah, in the capacity of one of his agents, and was 
well acquainted with the fubjet ; yet, when any difference or 


difficulty arcfe, he interfered, as a moderator, with | no lefs 
intelligence than politenefs. 


When Zunelar, fo was the agent called, had afked fuch du- 
ties as occafioned fome demur, Trudo no fooner underftood the 
caufe, than he told Snelgrave, “* that though, as a conqueror, 
«* he could eftablifh what impofts he pleafed, yet, as he was 
« the fir Englith captain with whom he had treated on af- 
‘* fairs of commerce, he would indulge him like a young bride, 
«* who, at firft, muft be denied nothing.” Accordingly he 
defired him to name the duties he thought reafonable; which 
having done, the King readily accepted of them, though they 


amounted to no more than the half of what had been lately paid 
to the conquered nation. * 


After much conference, having adjufted the bufinefs to mutual 
fatisfaction, his Majefty fell into difcourfe with our Captain, on 
{evcral fubjects. He complained much, that Lambe, the perfon 
mentioned before, though he had made him great prefents at 
parting, and had his folema promife that he would return 
fhortly, had never kept his word. The author here adds, that 
Lambe took with him, by the King’s order, a black man, called 
Tom, a native of Jaquin; who alfo was made prifoner, at the 
taking cf Ardra. This fellow, who {poke good Englith, was 
dctised to obf.rve if what Lambe had faid of our King, cuftoms, 


and 
* The imp fit‘ons, both at Ardra and Whydah, are loudly complained of, 


by moit of the writers about this time. V. Phillips, 227 5 Be/man, 339; Burlat, 
128; thm, 1723 and Sue'grave, feveral places. 
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and manner of living, were true. But Lambe, glad of getting 
out of the clutches in which he had been fo long detained, 
went directly to Barbadoes, fold the flaves that had been given 
him, and at length fold Tom himfelf to a gentleman in Mary- 
land. However, hearing at Antigua, in 1728, what our author 
had {2id about him, and that the King had promifed to give 
him a thip-load of flaves, if he returned in any time; he went 
to Maryland; perfuaded Tom’s mafter to give him up ; and 
brought him to England, in 1731. 


Coming to our author’s houfe, to afk the particulars of what 
he had heard at Antigua, and to requeft his advice on the pro- 
friety of returning to Dahomy, he was told it was to be feared 
that, five years, or more, being now elapfed, it would be too late. 
The next news he heard of him was, that he had delivered a 
letter to King George IT, as from the King of Dahomy; and 
had trumped up Tom into the charaGter of his ambaflador ; 
giving him the founding title of Prince Adsma Oroonoka Tomo ; 
under which title he was generally received; and feveral plays 
were performed for the exprefs entertainment of his black 
highne(s: a farce that probably might have continued much 
longer, bat that Captain Snelgrave, with fome trouble, effaced 
the imprefiions that had been made on the Englith credulity. 
Lambe’s letter was referred to the Lords of Trade, who declared 
it to be furpofititious; and Prince Tom was fhortly after fent 
back to his own country, where he followed the employment 
cf an interpreter; and where, no doubt, he made an advan- 
tazeous repert of the fagacity and penetration of our country- 
mien. 


OD hs. 
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‘This is neither the firft, nor the laft impofition, of the kind, 
put upon honeft John Bull. We have had fuch black princes 
in abundance. People from any remote part of the world, that 
with to carry on the bufinefs of impofiure here, never fail of 
finding knaves or fools to aflift them. Befides the famous Pfal- 
manaazar, it is not out of memory, that in London an Indian 
bazar fervant * had affumed, with fuccefs, the character of a great 
man in his own country, and was on the point of being employed 
very ferioufly ; but that his mafter, from whom he had been 
difmified for his roguery, deteéted him. At China, fome time 
ago, a fellow of that country was about to be bamboo’d, for 
having the inipudence to affert, that he had been introduced at 
our Court: which, to the fhame of thofe who introduced him, 
was however found to be but too true. Nor have our neigh- 
bours efcaped; the French have been full as grofsly impofed 
upon, in more inftances than one; particularly in the begin- 
ning of the prefent century, when Lewis Hannibal, no lefs than 
a King on the Gold Coaft!-- was baptized at Paris, by the fa- 
mous Bifhop of Meaux, Louis XIV. ftanding godfather. Car- 
dinal Noailles, fhortly after, adminiftered the facrament to him; 
and he was conveyed home by two or three men of war, with 
feveral rich prefents: when behold, on his arrival, he proved 
to be a Slave of one of the Caboceers of Affinee, that the French 
had ftolen off the coaft, and, finding to be a lad of genius, had 
brought with them to France, where he fet up the pretence of 
being the prince or king of Affinee. 


After a great deal of converfation, which lafted till near 
nine o'clock, the vifitors were told the King’s wafhing time was 
come ; 

* A fervant belonging to a fhop in the public market. 


+ Lurcpean Mercury, 1701. "This paper called him the King of Syria on 
tLe Geld Coaft, inftead of Affinec. Vide alfo Bofman, 394. 
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come; therefore, having firft defired permiffion to return to: 
Jaquin on the next day, they rofe and thanked his majefty 
for all the gosdnefs and condefcenfion he had fhewn towards. 
them ; praying that God would blefs him with length of days, 
for the happinefs of his own country, and that of the Eu- 
ropeans, who thould come toit. The King returned his thanks 
for their gocd wifhes, promifing to difpatch them according to. 
their defire; on which they paid their refpects, and parted. 
Next morning, expecting an audience of leave, they were: 
difappointed ; for it happened to be the King’s Fetifche-day, on. 
which, it feems, he receives no company. But a polite mef- 
fage was brought, informing them they were at liberty to depart 
when they pleafed. ‘This congée was accompanied by prefents. 
of flaves, cattle, and provifions to the vifitors; and cloaths and 
noney to their fervants; which put them all into a very good 


humour. 


In the afternoon the reft of the army from Tuffoe returned.. 
The author, and his companions, faw them perform the cere- 
mony of paffing the King’s gate, and go through their exer- 
cife. They contifted of about 3000 regular troops, armed with 
mufquets, cutting fwords, and thields. They were divided into. 
companies ; each having their proper officers and colours. 
Their marching was in a much more regular order than our 
author had ever feen before, even amongft the Gold Coaft ne- 
groes; who were always efteemed, by the Europeans, as the 
beit foldiers on the coait. 


As they pafied the King’s gate, every foldier proftrated him- 
felf, kiffed the ground, and fprung up again with furprizing. 
agility 3, 
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agility ; then they went through their exercife, in the area before 
the gate, which employed them nearly two hours ; and wherein 
they fired at leaft 20 rounds of fmall arms: the whole being 
fo well conducted as to afford much fatisfaion to our author 
and his company, as well as, in all appearance, to the innumera= 
bie foeCtators. Their exercife being ended, the foldiers were 
ordered to their quarter of the camp. 


This army was followed by a rabble of ten thoufand, at leaft ; 
carrying bageage, provificns, dead men’s heads, &c. with abun- 
dance of boys, bearing tne foldiers fhields, as was the ancient 
cuftom, and waich long prevailed in Europe. The linguift told 
the travellers, that the King allowed each foldier one of thefe 
boys, at the public charge; who, thus brought up in the army, 
in time proved an excellent recruit, when wanted. From this 
ftroke of policy it is eafy to judge of Trudo’s genius for war, 
as well as of the means whereby he obtained fuch great and eafy 
victories. 


In the evening, going to take their leave of the great captain, 
they found ia his tent two of the Muley or Malaye people, of 
which there were about 40, at that time, in the camp. They 
were black; drefled in long gowns, with a kind of turban on 
their heads, and fandals on their feet. ‘The interpreter told 
Captain Snelgrave, that they belonged to a nation far inland, 
bordering on the Moors ; * had been taken in different wars, 

as 


* This is the moft accurate account of any given by the preceding writers ; 
fome of whom fupppofed them, from the name, to be natives of Malacca. It 
feems probable that Guinea is indebted to thefe wandering Mahometans, for 
many of its cuftoms; and Europe, for the knowledge of the inland coun- 
tics. Jel. 
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as they were trading from one country to another; and were, 
like the white men, poffeffed of the art of writing. The King 
treated them kindly; in return for which, they dyed goat and 
fheep’s fkins of divers colours; out of which, amongft other 
ufes, cartouch boxes, and powder bags, were made for the fol- 
diers. The author was defirous of converfing with them, but 
was informed it would give offence to the great captain, Know-- 
ing the jealoufy of all te negroes, in like cafes, he defifted ; * 
~~ having paid his vifit, arches to his tent. Next morning, 
himfelf, and his companions, who had all completed their bu- 
finefs at Ardra, to their fatisfaction, fet off about nine o’clock ; 
and the fervants, glad of getting from the place where they had 
beheld fuch horrors, trotted with them, at fuch a pace, that 
they reached Jaquin at five in the afternoon of the fame day.. 


We now take leave of our traveller; who, notwithftanding 
his journey, and all the methods he could ufe, found great dif- 
ficulties, from the roguery of the Jaquins, before he could get 
his loading ; and turn our eyes towards the conquered nation, 
which we have fo long neglected. 


* Tt is this jealoufy that has ftopped the progrefs of all the European inquirers 
into the geography and hiftory of this part of Africa; and which will probably 
remain an infuperable obftruction to it, for many ages, unlefs we could em- 
ploy thefe \loors or Malayes, if found adequate to the tafk, and willing to un- 
dertake it. They feem to be the only people who have a paf? par-tout, and who 
- travel much farther than the Caravans. The Malayes, here, are detained, as 
being prifoners of war; but traders would not be under fuch reftri€tions, as we 
may fee by comparing the treatment of Lambe, with that of other white peo- 


ple.—J. F 
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Ca El Ale IX. 


Diftrefi of the Whydahs. — Offue driven back to the iflands. — 
Eyeos interfere.—Dahomans fy.—Teftefole’s condué?. — 
Whydah’s fecond attempt—without fuccefs. 


"THE Whydahs thus difperfed, and in the greateft diftrefs, 
their King fent ambaffadors to Dahomy, to offer his fubjection ; 
but Trudo rejected his offer, under pretence that his conqueft 
could not be fecure, whilft that monarch was alive: giving 
them at the fame time to underftand, that the furrender of their 
King was the only means whereby they could hope to be reftored. 
to their country. 


But their loyalty was fuperior to every temptation; they pre- 
ferred wretchednefs to treachery ; and were content to drag on 
a miferable exiftence, till an occafion fhould offer, to recover: 
by exertion, what their apathy had loft. They had fied, at the 
firft onfet, in multitudes, to the iflands near Great Popo ;. 
and the conqueror, by keeping up 4 confiderable ar.ny in Why- 
dah, had prevented their return to their own kingdom. * They 
continued in thofe receffes till they were reduced to the utmoft 
extremity, and obliged to fell their fervants, and even their 

children, 


* Snelgrave, p. 86, fays, ** About May, 1729, he permitted a great number 
of the common pcople to return, and they began to build houfes near the 
¥oghfh and French forts ;” but of thefe no mention is afterwards made. Per-. 
haps th's permiffion is confounded with the following tranfaction of Offue and, 
his people. —J. I. 
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children, to purchafe fubfiftence from the neighbouring Po- 
poes. 


In this itate they remained feveral months; when the Da- 
homan army, at Xavier, being confiderably diminifhed, one of 
the King of Waydah’s great captains, who was called O/fue, * 
left the iflands, and attempted to make a fettlement, under the 
protection of the French Fort, about four miles from Xavier ; 
but the Dahomans coming againft them, they toox fhelter in 
the French fort, which, in the affault, was blown up, and many 
of the blacks perithed. The French governor, together with 
Oifue, and fome others, made their efcape to the Englith fort, 
where they were received and protected. Offue, and feveral of 
the men, got fafe over to their ifland; but the women and chil- 
dren fell into the hands of the Dahomans, who fold many of 
then to the fhips then in the road. 


The Dahomans expoftulated with the Englith on their inter- 
ference; and on being told by Governor Wilfon it proceeded 
from their fudden affault on the French, his neighbours, which 
he confidered as the common caufe of all the European fettlers, 
they difcovered a f{cene of treachery in the French governor 
that was fhocking to hear, though it appeared, in {pite of his 
proteftations to the contrary, to be but too true. They affirmed, 
that after having received Offue and his followers under his pro- 
tection, he had fent, bya French furgeon then at the court, to 
invite the Dahomans down to deftroy them, promifing that he 

ele 2 would 


* Offue, or Affue, was a notable caboceer at Whydah, when Du Marchais 
was there, in 1725. V. Prevs/f, Vol.iii. p. 473. And the ifland where he 
and the King refided, 1 find, in fome MSS. Sea Journals of 1736, was called 
Offue, or Affue’s Ifland.—J. F. 
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would not afford them any protection ; that, from finding he had 
acted fo contrary to his promife, and not from any quarrel with 
his nation, or any of the whites, they had proceeded in this 
manner. Trudo fent a meflage, upbraiding the French governor 
with his perfidy, but at the fame time acquainting him, that 
having no quarrel with his nation, he would give orders to re- 
pair the fort, if he required it; but if he liked it better, he 
was at liberty to depart, with all his countrymen, whither they 
pleafed. This governor afterwards met with a fevere reward 
tor his duplicity, being murdered by the people he had fo abufed 


and injured. 


After this difafter, the Whydahs found means to lay their 
fituation before the King of Eyeo, and to implore his affliftance. 
This, added to the inftances of feveral fugitive princes, then 
at the Eyeo court, whofe fathers had been difpoffeffed of their 
kingdoms, and afterwards flain by the Dahomans, at length 
produced the wifhed-for effect. A great army was raifed with 
all expedition, and ordered to make a fecond defcent on Daho- 
my.* This news, no lefs.fatal than unexpected, having reached 
the ears of Trudo, he found there was not a moment to be loft. 
His former plan of flying to the fea coafts, he judged now to be 
inexpedient ; as the Whydahs, and their neighbours, who at 
length had found the neceffity of a firm alliance againft the 
conimon enemy, were ready to give him great annoyance in fuch 
a fituation. 


He therefore refolved to bury his riches, burn his towns, and 
fly into the woods and thickets with his people. This he im- 


mediately 
* About the middle of the year 1728. 


+ Snelgrave, 121. This, it feems, is a common thing with the blacks, in 
fuch a fituation. 
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mediately put in execution; but Appragah, and his adherents, 
of whom mention was formerly made, not getting fo foon into 
motion, were overtaken by the Eyeos, and many of them made 
prifoners; all the treafure of Appragah was feized ; and it was. 
not without dithculty that himfelf efcaped, attended by only a 
few fervants. 


The enemy, difappointed in their principal aim, fought the 
Dahomans in their retreats, and deftroyed many of them; pur- 
fuing up the reft fo clofely, that they were reduced to the ut- 
moft necefiity: * but they bore thefe hardthips with patience, 
knowing that the rainy feafon,-- and want of forage, would foon 
drive away their enemies; which happened accordingly: for,. 
about the beginning of May, the Eyeos decamped, and left 
the Dahomans to rebuild, or rather repair, their towns and 
villages, t from which they had now been driven {everal 
months. 


Whilft Dahomy experienced this calamity, various reports 
prevailed concerning the King. Some affirmed that he was 
killed; others, that he was fo reduced as never to be able to: 
diiturb his neighbours again; and many more teemed with cir- 

cumftances: 


* Snelgrave fays they were obliged to eat many of their flaves, p, 122. 


+ The rainy feafon begins about the middle of May, and lafts to the begin-- 
ning of Auguit. It is very malignant to both blacks and white. The rains fall 
more 1.ke fountains than drops, and as hot as if warmed over the fire. Phillips, 
p- 215. Churchili’s edition. 


+ The houfes being built of mud or clay, were not much hurt by the fire; 
it was principally the bamboo rafters, and the thatch that covered them, which. 
they had to repair.—J. F.. 
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cumftances equally to his difadvantage ; tewards all which re- 
ports belief kept pace with defire: for fince the Dahomans had 
been in pofietiion of the fouthern kingdoms, in fpite of all the 
pro.nifes mide to the feveral white men belonging to the facto- 
ries, and notwithilanding all the labours of Snelgrave, trade had 
gone but fowly and irregularly forward ; Trudo aiming more 
at conqueit, and at ftriking terror into his enemies, by the num-~ 
bers of his captives facrificed, than at the advantage ufually 
made of them. This caufed the Factories to with for the re- 
eftablifhment of the Whydahs, whe, though they had been 
exorbitant in their impofts, had been at once the moft com- 
mercial, as well as the moft civilized and polite people, on the 
whole coaft. It is therefore no wonder, under thefe confidera- 
tions, that Te/efole, the Englifh governor, a hot and unthinking 
man, fhould eagerly invite the King of Whydah to leave his barren 
ifland, and come, with all his people, once more to take pof- 
feffion of his kingdom. ‘The Monarch, whofe ears were not 
fhut to fuch a propofition, and who had now learned courage in 
the fchool of Adverfity, unwieldy as he was, marched into 
Whydah, * at the head of an army of fifteen thoufand men, of 
which fome thoufands were Popoes, whofe affiftance he had 
acquired. With thefe heencamped under the French and Englith 
forts, where he remained a confiderable time before the King of 
Dahomy was acquainted with the tranfaction. ; 


For the army of obfervation, formerly kept at Xavier, having 
been recalled on the Eyeo invafion, and the Dahomans being: 
now employed in the repairs of their different towns, fcarce 
thought of any other matter. Befides, they had too mean an 

opinion 


* About Augult, 1729. 
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opinion of the fpirit of the Whydahs, to think them capable of 
any exertion ; and it was not till having nearly finifhed their work, 
and fending down a parcel of flaves to the forts, to purchafe 
fuch European goods as probably they were in want of, that they 
found thofe forts furrounded with an army of Whydahs. 


Amazed at this, they quickly returned, and informed their 
matter of what they had feen. The King was ftruck with the 
news. The number of his foldiers had been greatly reduced 
by the Eyeos; he had lately fent an army againft fome of the 
inland countries ; fo that he might have reafonably been excufed, 
had he confidered his remaining troops as infufficient to attack 
the combined force of Whydah and Popo. But Trudo, equally 
politic as brave, and who had before experienced the timidity of 
one part of his enemies, thought the very appearance of number 
would be futfcient to put them to flight ; the other he knew he 
was {till more than able to cope withal: he thereupon fpeedily 
collected together his remaining troops, forming with them the 
vanguard of his army. ‘The rear he compofed of a great 
number of women, arined like foldiers, having their proper 
officers, and furnifhed like regular troops, with drums, colours, 
and umbrellas, making at a diftance a very formidable appear- 
ance. With thefe he marched againft the combined armies ; 
who, furprifed at the appearance of fuch a force, when they 
expected the Dahomans were quite reduced, began to debate oa 
the propriety of a retreat. QOfue and the Popoes determined 
to ftand their ground; and the King encouraged his part to do 
the like. The battle begun. Offue, and the Popo general, 
attacked the Dahoman right wing with fo much vigour, thae 
they drove them for fome time before them; but the troops. 
under the Whydah King gave way at the firft onfet, and fled, 

not-- 
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notwithftanding all the efforts of their leader, who wounded 
feveral of them with his lance in their flight. The Dahomans, 
fceing this, rallied; and, in their turn, attacking the rear of 
Offue’s troops, put them and the Popoes to the rout. The 
King took refuge in the Englith fort, whence, by the connivance 


of Teflefole, he efcaped in the night to his former afylum. 


CEL Ase. ».E 


Trudo recruits bis army.— Accufed of impslicy and perfidy. —Tef- 
tefole’s rafbnefs and punifbinent.— Trudo makes peace with the 
Eyeos.—Mahee war.—Its confequences. 


TRUDO was not unacquainted with the part which the Go- 
vernor had played on this occafion, and highly refented it ; 
but difguifing his feelings for the prefent, and leaving a {mall 
army at Xavier, he repaired to Abomey. Here a numerous 
banditti of all the furrounding nations reforting to him, he 
found himfelf, in a few months, as ftrong and powerful as be- 
fore the Eyeo war. This however was a very impolitic way 
of recruiting his forces, when he had one fo much better in 
his power: for this Prince, however fagacious in other refpects, 
had never once thought that increafe of dominions, without an 
increafe of people, weakens inftead of adding ftrength to a king- 
dom ; nor that a nation, however numerous, may be fo difperfed 


over a large territory, as to be unable to defend any part of it. 
3 Inftead 
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Inftead of conciliating the affections of the conquered, and adding 
them to the number of his people, he thought of nothing but 
their deftruGtion ; by which means he drove into other countries, 
fecured from his invafions, fome hundreds of thoufands of va- 
luable fubjects, whofe places he was now obliged to fupply with 
the refufe and outcafts of every nation. 


Nay, fo eager was he for the deftruCtion of thofe, on whofe 
poilefiions he had feized, that he fometimes added falfehood and 
treachery to his other means of accomplifhing it. He gave his 
word to a number of the people of Ardra, that on payment of 
-a {mall tribute they fhould have leave to return.to the quiet en- 
joyment of their own country. On the faith of this many 
thoufands actually returned, built houfes, cultivated lands, and 
were purfuing all the arts of peace, when the Dahomans, fud- 
denly falling upon them, killed, or made captive, all who could 
not efcape by flight: an adtion equally impolitic, unjuft, and 
cruel ; which did more hurt to Trudo’s affairs than all that had 
been done them by his enemies; and tarnifhed all the glories 
of his conquetts. 


It was from this impolitic conduct, of deftroying the nations 
he fubdued, that the European trade, which feemed in Trudo 
to be a collateral obje&t with conqueft itfelf, gradually fell off,* 
fo that the fhips were detained on the coafts till the patience of 
both governors and traders was exhaufted. Teftefole was fo 
far exafperated at this, together with the behaviour of the Da- 
homan traders, which was in general very infolent, that he 
took every opportunity of teitifying his difpleafure. He treated 
any of them that came to the fort very roughly; caufed one of 

I their 


* Snelzgrave, p. £36. 
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their principal men to be whipped at the flag-ftaff, telling him, 
when he complained of this great indignity, that he would 
ferve his King in the fame manner, if he had him in his power. 
This foolifh condu€t, added to his former interference, loft him 
his life ; for Trudo, highly offended, caufed him to be watched, 
and taken by furprize: he was fent, bound hands and feet, to 
the King, who would not fee him ; but delivering him into the 
hands of fome about him, they cajoled him out of a quantity of 
goods, under pretence of ranfom, and then put him to death in 
a moft cruel manner.* When this outrage was complained of, 
Trudo cunningly excufed himfelf, by faying ‘* he gave no orders 
‘© for his death; he only defired fome of his principal people 
‘* to carry him to Xavier, where they might do with him what 
‘ they pleafed ; but he little thought they would have ufed a 
‘ white gentleman in fuch a manner.” Notwithftanding this 
affertion, it is very plain that his officers knew his mind; for, 
though he was earneftly requefted to enquire after, and punith 
the offenders, no fuch ftep was ever taken: he only obferved,, 
upon another occafion, that what had been done to Te/fefol, 
his own inmiprudence had brought upon himfelf ; and hoped the. 
African Company would fend a fitter perfon to govern their: 
fort in future. 


n 


About this time, being apprehenfive of another very dif- 
agreeable vifit from the Eyeos, as foon as the feafon would. 
permit. 


* Snelyrave fays, that having faftened him. to ftakes fixed in the ground,. 
with his face to the earth, they cut open his arms, back, thighs, and legs, in 
feveral places, filling the wounds with a mixture of falt, pepper, and lime- 
juice; in which torment, after he had remained fome time, they cut off his 
head, divided his body in pieces, broiied them on the coals, and ate them ; 
boafting to fome Portuguefe gentlemen, who upbraided them with it, that Eng- 
Jith beef was very good. Snel. p. 133-4. 
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permit them to march; to avert fuch defign, and ingratiate 
himlelf in the favour of their King, the Dahoman Monarch fent 
ambatladors to him, loaded with rich prefents, amongft which 
was one of his handtomeft daughters. Thefe were gracioufly re- 
ceived; and the ambafladors having gained over fome of the 
grandees about the King, by prefents of large pieces of coral, 
which the Eyeos efteem above all things, they by thefe means 
obtained for their mafter a very advantageous peace; which was 
thortly after further confirmed by the arrival of one of the King 
of Eyeo’s daughters, whom he fent to Trudo for a wife, and 
who was received with every demonftration of joy by the King 
and the whole nation. * 


The Dahomans, being thus delivered from their anxiety, found 
themfelves at liberty to purfue their other defigns; and ac- 
cordingly diretted their force againft their neighbours, the Ma- 
hees,- which probably was the nation they were engaged with, 
at the time of the laft reduction of the Whydahs. We are not 
acquainted with the motives that brought on this war ; ¢ but we 
find that Trudo here was baffled by the fame contrivance which 
he had ufed in defending himfelf againft the Eyeos: for the 
Mahees, taking to their woods and mountains, fo annoyed and 
harraffed the Dahomans, that, on the approach of the rainy 
feafon, the whole army was difcontented, and murmuring to 

dee return 


* Snelgrave, 135. 

+ Snelgrave calls them the Yahoos; but this is the now eftablifhed pronun- 
ciation. Foran account of the Mahees, vide Poft. Life of Ahadee. Ch. 3. 

t Snelgrave fays, Trudo had fent an army into their country to take flaves ; 
but the fequel does not feem to juftify this interpretation of Trudo’s inten 
tions. 
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return home. This unufual behaviour of his troops exafperated: 
the fiery and impatient fpirit of Trudo; he upbraided their: 
pufillanimity, and, without any ceremony, put feveral principal. 
officers to death, for daring to mention a retreat. This feverity, 

though it fupprefled their murmurs, did not leffen their dif-- 
content : accordingly many defertions took place, of both fol- 

diers and officers; but the moft alarming was that of one of 
his fons, who, with 4000 men, fled to the King of Weemy. *: 


Trudo, nothing difmayed, was determined on victory or 
death ; he accordingly animated his remaining troops, who,. 
following his example, fell on the Mahees with fucl: fpirit, as- 
drove them from their receffes, and put them to flight. It 
was then that,. confidering the fatigued ftate of his army, and. 
the inconvenience of the prefent feafon, he contented himfelf 
with the victory obtained, and declining further purfuit, led. 
his army back to Dahomy. 


€¢ H A & XI, 


Difcontent of the Jaquins. —Trudo’s endeavours to reconcile 
them. — Their confpiracy — and deftruétion. —'Trudo’s death 
and character. 


Ja QUIN, after having been received under the protection of 
Dahomy, hoped to have had a flourifhing trade, and even to: 
have engroffed that of the whole coaft; but finding Trudo’s 
ideas wholly employed on conqueft, and that the Dahomans 

around 


* This probably was the eldeft fon Zingah, who perhaps was deprived of the 
right of fucceflion on this account. Vide poft. Life of Ahadee, ch, i. 
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around them were as unfit for commerce as their mafter, they 
became very difcontented. Befides, learning by his treatment 
ef others, how little they could depend upon the promifes of 
their conqueror, they lived continually on the alarm. Ac- 
cordingly they always kept a number of canoes ready to affilt 
their flight, in cafe of a fudden attack from the Dahomans ; 
and even fent their wives and children, together with the moft 
valuable of their goods, to an ifland on the fea-coaft, about ten 
leagues to the eaftward of Jaquin, under the protection of the 
King of Appah:* whither they knew the enemy, from their 
fear of the water and ignorance of navigation, would not fol-- 
Jow them. 


Trudo did what he could to quiet their minds, but they were 
never long together fatisfied with the Dahomans conduct ; and 
now reports being current, that the King’s force was confiderably 
reduced, and his remaining troops difaffeted, they thought it 
a proper time to fhake off the yoke. Accordingly, with the 
advice and affiftance of the Dutch governor, Myuheer Hertog, 
they ftirred up the King of Weemy, and other neighbouring 
princes, to join them, by reprefenting this great defign as equally 
important to them all; promifing them, at the fame time, the 
necefiary fupplies of arms and ammunition. 


* Befides, having confidered the advantage of {trong-holds, whi-- 
‘ther on occafion the weakeft might retire, and check, or even 
repel a fuperior force ; the Jaquins intended, under the direction 
of the Europeans, to conftruct fortifications, that fo nothing 
might 


* The kingdom of Appah reaches from this ifland as far as the bay of Benin. 
Srelgrave, p. 82. 
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might be wanting to infure fuccefs. But Trudo had timely in- 
timation of their intentions ; and, under pretence of an expedition 
into the inland countries, quickly collected an army of fifteen 
thoufand men, which he put under the command of a faith- 
ful general, with public orders to march inland ; thefe he 
complied with till night, when, according to his fecret in- 
ftructions, he fuddenly changed his courfe, and marched im- 
mediately to Jaquin, by the way of Whydah. 


They arrived at Jaquin about dinner-time, and, though fo 
numerous, had almoft entered the town before they were difco- 
vered. Under fo great a furprize and confternation, it is no 
wonder at the confufion that followed. Slaughter and deftruction 
reigned every where; even the canoes prepared for the purpofe 
of efcape, in this alarm were of little ufe; for the Dahomans 
fo fpread themfeives, as almoft every where to intercept the fu- 
gitives. It was with difficulty that the King, or Lord of Ja- 
quin, together with Hertog, and fome of the principal people, 
efcaped to Appah, which was alfo the refuge of {uch of the 
common people as could, by bravery or good fortune, make 
their way to the water-fide. 


The flaughter and plunder that enfued may eafily be imagined, 
from what we have already {een of the Dahoman fpirit. Her- 
tog loft all the riches of the factory ; and the Lord of Jaquin, 
all that remained in his palace; but what he moft felt was the 
lofs of a much-beloved mother, who was in great efteem with 
the people in general, and of whofe fate he could never after- 
wards obtain information. 


Nor 
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Nor was the fituation of the other Europeans found here, at 
this time, much better than that of Hertog. Their factories 
were rifled ; themfelves made prifoners, and fent up to the 
King of Dahomy, at Ardra, forty or fifty miles, on foot, under 
a vertical fun, to the manifeft danger of their lives. Indeed 
that prince had little inducement to pay them any further re- 
gard, having been very ill treated by the whites, notwith- 
ftanding all his politenefS and attention to them; yet, when 
they complained to him of their hard treatment, and that they 
had had neither victuals nor refrefhment fince they were made 
prifoners, he haftily went into an inner room, brought out a 
hatchet, broke open a cafk of beef, taken amongft the plunder, 
and ordered feveral pieces to be dreffed for them immediately. 


As this tranfaction was fo precipitate, fome of the Europeans. 
were much alarmed at the fight of the hatchet, and the feeming 
agitation of the King, thinking their lives were in danger; but 
they were agreeably deceived: and though they remained fome 
time in captivity, yet, on the remonftrances of Mr. Dean, the 
Britifh governor at Whydah, they were all at length releafed., 


This fecond conqueft of Jaquin happened. on the 22d of 
March, 1734; fhortly after which Trudo fell ill, and fubmitted. 
to the univerfal conqueror. The circumftances of his death 
are not handed down to us; but we know that the fame of his 
great actions continues to fill the minds of the people of Dahomy 
to this day. They not only revere his memory, but even {wear 
by his name, as the moft folemn of all affeverations.. 


Trudo, confidered as a conqueror, feems little inferior to. 
any other of that clafs, which has {woln the page of hiftory. 
Like 
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Like them he waded to glory, through an ocean of innocent 
blood ; and like them experienced the viciffitudes of fortune. 
Yet he never once loft his magnanimity, nor‘wept,. like Alex- 
ander, .when his generals refufed to follow him: he knew how 
to enforce obedience ; and drove, when he could not lead, them 
to conqueft. Jt is true, bred as the nation was to war, it fel- 
dom wanted fuch incitement. We fhall find, in the courfe of 
this hiftory, inftances of an heroic fpirit that would do honour 
to any nation ; yet, when that fpirit flagged, Trudo was at hand 
to roufe it: and if he is accufed of want of feeling, it will be 
found to be a true belligerent infenfibility, alike to his own ca- 
lamities, and thofe of other people. 


Though rigid to thofe who oppofed his arms, he was mild 
and generous to fuch as readily fubmitted to them; witnefs his 
treatment of Appragah. His politenefs to the Europeans was 
exemplary ; and which, in fpite of the injuries he received 
from a part of them, he honourably continued to the reft. 
From traces of fuch greatnefs of mind we may juftly incline to, 
believe, that, where his conduct has appeared the moft reprehen- 
fible, it has arifen from our ignorance of his motives, which 
fhould be known to form a proper judgment of human 
actions. ; 

His perfon, as defcribed by Snelgrave, was middfe-fized and 
full-bodied ; and, as near as he could judge, his age was, at 
that time, (1727) about fiveand forty : his face was pitted with 
the fmall pox, or perhaps tattoo’d in imitation of it, as is cuf- 
tomary in that country; neverthelefs there was fomething in 
his countenance very taking, and withal majeftic. Upon the 

whole, 
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whole, fays that writer, I found him the moft extraordinary 
man cf his colour that I had ever converfed with. * 


At his death he left to his heirs a kingdom much enlarged ; 
yet as it was enlarged by conqueft, without being fecured by 
policy, he left with it hereditary wars, which, like thorns in 
its diadem, have tortured the royal brow of Dahomy to this 
day. 


* Snelerave, p. 755 
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KING or DAHOMYY. 


CPE Aa. I. 


Bofla Ahadee chofen in preference to bis elder brother Zingah.— 
Murders all of the name of Boffa.— Zingah’s rebellion and 
death.—-Rebellion of the Mayhou. 


"T RUD O’s death was concealed, to prevent the horrid 
confufion and outrages, as is cuftomary upon fuch occafions, 
until the prime minifters, who are ftyled the Tamegan and 
Mayhou,* had confulted together, and determined which of 
his 

* The former is the prime minifter; the latter is mafter of the cere- 


MONICS. 
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his fons was to fucceed; a truft which devolves to thofe 
officers, upon the deceafe of their fovereign : for though the fon 
who is firit born, after his father becomes vefted with the regal 
dignity, is efteemed heir apparent to his dominions ; yet if he ap- 
pears to thofe two minifters, from fome defe& or vice, either of 
body or mind, to be unworthy of this exalted flation, they have 
the power of rejecting him, and of choofing, from among the 
other children, him who {emis to be moft deferving or beft qua- 
lifed to rule over them.* Upon the prefent occafion, they rejected 
the eldeft fon,-- and were unanimous in fixing their choice on 
Ahadee; whofe reign proved a continued feries of mifery to 
his unhappy country, and who, notwithftanding fome good 
qualities, was a bad king, anda worfe man. 


The Tamegan and Mayhou having determined on their 


choice, announced Trudo’s death, and proclaimed Ahadee king. 
His elder brother Zingah, thus finding his hopes difappointed, 
and himfelf aggrieved by the lofs of an inheritance, with 
the expectation of which he had flattered himfelf, founded 
privately the difpofition of his friends. On applying to thofe 
upon whom he had conferred favours in his father’s life-time, 
he received the affurance that numbers were willing to efpouf 

K 2 his 


* This we find likewife to have been the cuftom in the kingdom of 
Fikydah; where, like what happens alfo in Dahomy, a general plunder 
prevailed, until the choice of the new king was publicly announced. There 
is fomething remarkable in this temporary anarchy, and return, as it were, 
into the ftate of nature, as if it were originally meant to make the people 
eager for the revival of fovereign power, and a fettled government. R.N. 


+ Probably this was that fon who, in the Mahee war, deferted from his 
father. Videantep.60. J.F. 
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his caufe; and he began to concert meafures to furprife his 
brother, and feize the government either by ftratagem or 
force. Ahadee, however, having received intelligence of his 
defign, Zingah, and the principal confpirators, were feized, 
when they were juft on the point of taking up arms to affert 
his claim. The prince was fewed up in a hammock at 
Abomey, from whence he was carried to Whydah, where he was 
put into a canoe, taken about two leagues out to fea, and there 
thrown over-board and drowned, ‘The law of the country does 
aot allow the facred blood of the royal family to be fhed, but 
appoints this punifhment for their offences. Such was the end 
of Zingah, whofe adherents were likewife all put to death. 


The King having thus got rid of his competitor, and being 
now fecure in the peaceable poffeflion of his dominions, threw 
off the mafk, and gave an unbounded indulgence to his incli- 
nations, which unhappily were of the worft kind. One of the 
firft edi€ts of his reign was, that every man of the name of 
Boffa, fhould be put to death ; which cruel order was pun€tually 
executed throughout his dominions, Old and young indifcrimi~ 
nately fuffered; and many innocent and ufeful men were loft to 
the community, to gratify the vanity of a wretch, who thought 
it an infult to majefty, that a fubject fhould bear the fame name 
as the fovereign. 


Though Fame has tranfinitted this enormity to pofterity, fhe 
has been kind to his memory in burying in oblivion the repeated. 
acts of cruelty and oppreffion, which at laft roufed the Mayhou, 
and induced him in the year 1735 to take up arms, to free his 
country from the tyranny under which it groaned. 


Great, 
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Great, indeed, muft have been the provocations that induced 
the Mayhou to take this defperate ftep: for it is the difpofition 
ef the Dahomans to think favourably of their Ising, and to 
approve his actions. They reverence him with a mixture of 
Jove and fear, little fthort of adoration. When I afked a 
Dahoman, juft before his going to battle, if he was not dppre- 
henfive of finding the enemy too ftrong; ‘* I think of my 
*¢ king,” faid Dakou,* ‘* and then I dare engage five of the 
‘enemy myfelf.” I am anxious for your fafety, faid I, and 
fhall be hapny that you efcape the dangers of the day. ‘* It 
‘* is not material,” replied he; ‘* my head belongs to the king, 
™ not to myfelf: if he pleafe to fend fomit,; 1 aay ready te 
‘* refign it; or if it be fhot through in battle, I am fatisfied— 
4* it is in his fervice.” Even at this day, { after a tyranny of" 
forty years, every Dahoman poffeffes the fame fentiments ; their 
loyalty and attachment remain unfhaken. Though the people 
are daily falling victims to the avarice or anger of their prince, 
and there is not an individual in his dominions who _ has 
not loft fome near and dear connexion by his orders, yet 
their misfortunes are not attributed to him, but entirely to 
their own indifcretions ; and whatever the king does, they are 
perfuaded is right. Such blind fubmiffion and obedience is 
probably no where elfe to be found. ¢ 


The Mayhou, who had feen better days in the fervice of 
Trudo, under whom he had been brought up, finding all 
his 


* A faithful fervant whom I employed in my fa&ory, but who afterwards 
fell undefervedly under the King’s difpleafure, and was fold, by his order, 
foradlave. R.N. 

+ 4772. When Mr. Norris was colleéting thefe memoirs. J.-F. 

$ The inland Kings were no Jefs defpotic in the time of Leo; and. were ar- 

proached with tic like ceremonies and proftrations. J. F. 
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his perfuafions ineffeual to reclaim the young king, who 
was deaf to his advice, could no longer remain a mere 
{pectator of the diftreffes of his country. He had erred in his 
choice when he preferred Ahadee to his brother; and judging 
ita duty which he owed to his country, to free it from the 
tyrant whom he had been inftrumental in placing upon the 
throne, he withdrew from court, and foon appeared in open 
rebellion at the head of a powerful army. Thus, in addition 
to the evils with which Ahadee had affli¢ted his country, he 
plunged it into the horrors of a civil war. The iffue of this, 
had the event been equal to the juftice of it, might have been 
fatal to him: but it terminated otherwife by the exertions of 
the Agaow, or commander of the royal army, in which were 
many of the brave veterans who had fo often conquered under 
Trudo. He entirely defeated the rebels: the Mayhou, and many 
of his friends, fell in the engagement; the prifoners taken on 
this occafion were put to death; and the few who efcaped, 
having nothing to hope from the king’s clemency, and to avoid 
the tortures intended for them, fled into the neighbouring ftates, 
where they ended their days in exile. 


The King feems to have harboured no vindictive refentment 
againft the Mayhou’s family; for he foon after advanced his 
younger brother to his office, wherein he continued till his 
death, which happened in the fucceeding reign ; a circumftance 
rather extraordinary in Ahadee’s condu@, as he has left us very 
few inftances of his clemency, in offences lefs heinous than that of 
the Mayhou. When a man is condemned to death, or to flavery, 
in confequence of having committed, or (which in Dahomy 
often amounts to the fame) of having been accufed of a crime, 
his effects are, by law, forfeited to the king; his domeftics, 

relations, 
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relations, and friends, are all feized; fome of them perhaps 
fuffer death ; the remainder are always fold for flaves. This 
being the cafe, it is evident that, when the delinquent happens 
to be a man of confequence, with numerous dependants and 
connexions, who are deprived of. their lives or liberty on his 
account, the {tate muft fuffer a very confiderable lofs: yet this 
is a calamity which often happens; and, together with- the 
carnage of war, muft have contributed greatly to depopulate: 
this unhappy country. 


Cre eA Poe Il: 


The invafisn of the Eyeos.——Diftreffed fituation of the Dahomans.. 
—Ahadee’s kindnefs to the Britifh Governor.—The Dahomans. 
are haraffed by the irruptions of the Eyeos.—An accommodation 
takes place. 


fer HOUGH the internal tranquillity of the kingdom. 
was reftored by the Mayhou’s defeat and death, the Dahomans 
did not long enjoy the fweets of peace: a ftorm unexpectedly 
arofe from another quarter. The Eyeos, their former dread and 
{courge, again began to threaten them; whofe numbers they 
feared, even more than their prowefs, 


The Dahomans, to give an idea of the ftrength of an Eyco 
army, affert, that when they go to war, the general {preads the: 
hide of a buffalo, which is naturally very thick and tough, be- 
fore the door of his tent, and pitches a fpear in the ground,. 

on 
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on each fide of it, between which the foldiers march, until the 
‘barefooted multitude, which pafs over the hide, have worn a 
hole through it: as foon as this happens, he prefumes that 
his forces are numerous enough to take the field. Though 
the Dahomans may poflibly exaggerate, the Eyeos are certainly 
a very populous, warlike, and powerful nation. 


It. was in the year 1738 that they again invaded Dahomy, 
with an immenfe army, laying the country wafte, with fire and 
fword, to the gates of Abomey. Here the Dahomans had col- 
lected their whole ftrength, determined to ftand their ground, 
and wait the arrival of the enemy. ‘Though inferior in numbers, 
they were not intimidated. They had once fled from them, 
and now remembered the evils they had fuffered by their flight. 
They knew their valour was never called forth upon a more 
‘trying occafion: however, they felt that their country, and 
every thing that was dear to them, lay at ftake; and they de- 
termined to do all that could be expected in their defence. Ac- 
cordingly, when the Eyeos made the attack in the morning, 
they received them warmly, repulfed them twice, with great 
fliughter, performing fuch wonders, that victory for fome 
time hung in fufpenfe; but frefh fupplies of the enemy con- 
{tantly pouring in to replace thofe who fell, the Dahomans, 
worn out with fatigue, were at laft obliged to yield to fuperior 
numbers. They retreated, under cover of the night, into 
Abomey, having killed of the Eyeos above twice the amount 
of their own army. Their fituation now became truly cala- 
mitous, and they had no profpect before them, but the utter 
extinction of their name and nation. 


Abomey 
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Abomey is a very large town, furrounded with a deep moat ; 
but it has no wall nor breaft-work to defend the befieged, nor 
are there any {prings of water in it: confequently, it could not be 
long tenable. The firft care of the Dahomans on the night 
after the battle, whilft the Eyecs were too much fatigued to 
interrupt them, was to fendaway the wounded, together with 
the women and children, to Zafla, a town about twenty- 
five miles from Abomey. Ahadee, who was already there, 
having learned the unfortunate iflue cf the day, immediately 
fled, with his women and treafure, to an almoft inacceffible 
retreat, about four hours journey from Zaffa, the path leading 
to which is extremely intricate, and known to very few of 
the Dahomans themfelves: nor is this retirement ever vifited, 
except in cafes of the laft extremity, when the King is obliged 
to fly for the fafety of his perfon. Mr. Gregory, governor of 
the Britifh fort at Whydah, happening to be at Zaffa at this 
time, the King was pleafed to take him in his fuite; which 
was efteemed an extraordinary mark of refpect, as none but the 
King’s own family take fhelter there. 


The Agaow, or general at Abomey, continued to defend the 
place, and amufe the enemy, until he learned that the King was 
fafe, and that Zaffa was evacuated: he then took the advantage 
of a dark night, conducted the remains of his army fafely 
through the enemy, and fled; leaving the town to the mercy of 
the Eyeos, who afterwards plundered aud burnt it, as they alfo 
did Calmina and Zaffa. They lived in the country at difcretion, 
as long as they could procure fubfiftence ; but that failing in a 
few months, they returned to their own country. Had the 


Eyeos, when they engaged at Abomey, detached a part of their 
numerous 
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numerous army, and attacked Zaffa at the fame time, the 
King and all his treafure muft inevitably have fallen into their 
hands: for this neglect, their general was difgraced upon his 
return. 


The Eyeos continued for feveral years afterwards to harafs the 
Dahomans with an annual vifit, who never thought it prudent 
after this to rifk anengagement ; but, when apprifed of the enemy 
being in motion, they ufed to evacuate their towns, divide into 
{niall parties, and fhelter themfelves as well as they could in their 
faftnefles and woods. Ahadee ufed all his efforts to obtain an 
accommodation, offering the Eyeos any reafonable compenfation 
to refrain from hoftilities; but it was difficult to fatisfy their 
demands. They claimed, in confequence of a former treaty, an 
annual tribute, the payment of which had been omitted fince the 
time of Trudo. Though the amount of thefe arrears was con- 
fiderable, frefh demands were alfo added: the Eyoes looking upon 
the conqueft of Whydah as an inexhauftible fource of wealth to 
the King of Dahomy. The expectations of the invaders, upon. 
the whole, were fo exorbitant, that Ahadee found it impractica- 
ble to fatisfy them; fo that they continued to ravage the country 
of the Dahomans for feveral years, burning their towns, deftroy- 
ing their crops in harveft, killing many people, and carrying 
numbers away into captivity. In the year 1747, however, the 
Eyeos confented to an accommodation, and compromifed the 
matter for a tribute, which the King of Dahomy continues to 
pay them annually at Calmina, in the month of November. 


CoH 
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CH A P. II. 


Ahadee attempts to impofe a King on the Mahees.—They make 
a vigorous refiftance, but are at laft defeated —-The war renewed 
acith various fucce/s.—Peace concluded, 


WHILST the Dahomans were thus diftreffed by the Eyeos, 
they were engaged in two other bloody wars, each of which 
continued above thirty years: with the Mahees on one fide; and 
with the old Whydahs, who had abandoned their country at the 
conqueft, and were now atlifted by their neighbours the Popoes, 
on the other. 


The Mahee country, which is very extenfive, lies to the 
weftward of Dahomy, on its borders. It is divided into feveral 
{mall ftates, each governed by its own laws, and independent 
of oneanother: thefe ftates, which are of the republican form, 
unite for the common fafety, when dangers threaten any of the 
confederated members. The war with them was entirely 
provoked by Ahadee. Ever fince the death of Trudo they had 
fhewn themfelves difpofed to live in friendfhip with him, bur 
his reftlefs {pirit would not fuffer them to remain in peace. 
He claimed a right of interference in their national concerns, 
infifted on altering their mode of government, and, upon their 
their refufal to comply, declared war againft them. 


He had heard, in his youth, that againft every nation but 
Eyeo, the Dahoman arms were irrefiftible. He refolved, there- 


L 2 fore, 
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fore, to abolifh the republic, and give the Mahees a king. 
But he wanted talents proportioned to this arduous enterprife. 
The monarch, the ftatefman, and the general, had all been 
united in the perfon of Trudo, who conftantly fought at the 
head of his troops. Ahadee, immured in his feraglio, where 
thoufands adminiftered to his pleafures, expected a prompt 
devotion to his will, and flattered himfelf with an eafy conqueft, 
thinking nothing more was expedient for that purpofe, than to 
fignify to the Agaow, ‘* That his houfe wanted thatch *.” 


Ahadee’s oftenfible motives for the commencement of hofti= 
lities, were, ‘* that his fubjects travelling through the Mahee 
‘* country to more diitant nations, for the purpofes of trade, 
‘« had been frequently oppreffed by heavy taxes, arbitrarily 
‘<¢ impofed by the ftates of Mahee, through which they had 
‘** occafion to pafs; that thefe flates were fo numerous and 
“* avaricious, that it was impoffible, in the prefent fituation of 
‘« affairs, to regulate their demands, for the future fecurity of 
** his fubjects, and their property; but that if a king were 
‘* appointed to govern the whole Mahee nation, treaties could 
‘¢ then be eftablifhed, to the mutual advantage of both king- 
“© doms.”” This, in fact, was mere pretence; for no part of 
Ahadee’s conduct had teftified that regard for the welfare and 
intereft of his people, which his language on the prefent 
occafion feemed to manifeft. The true reafon was, that one 
of his favourite wives, who was a Mahee woman, had a 
brother whom he withed to advance to this dignity: but the 

Mahees. 


* This is the phrafe ufed in giving orders to his generals to make war, and 
alludes to_the cuftom of placing the heads of the enemy killed in battle, 
or thofe of the prifoners of diflin&ion, on the roof of the guard-houfes at 
the gates of his palaces. 
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Mahees refufed to relinquifh their independence, or to fubmit to 
be governed by a tyrant. 


Ahadee however perfifting in his refolution, a war commenced 
in 1737, and was carried on with all that favage fury which is 
cultomary among barbarous nations. The prifoners of diftinc- 
tion were put to death, and the other captives configned to 
flavery. Thefe were the beft terms allowed by either party. 
Many battles were fought with various fuccefs; fometimes the 
Mahees, fometimes the Dahomans, were viCtorious ; but neither 
would relinquifh their pretenfions : to follow them through alk 
their {cenes of flaughter, would be a difgufting tafk, Aine indeed 
almoft impoffible. 


The fevereft blow which the Mahees received was in 1752, 
about fifteen years after the commencement of the war. They 
had been unfuccefsful in fome battles, and were unable to keep 
the field. There is, in their country, a very high mountain, 
called Boagry, which is almoft inacceflible by nature, and 
which had been hitherto deemed impregnable: thither the 
Mahees fled, with the fhattered remains of their army. The 
Agaow followed, pillaged, and laid wafte the country, without 
oppofition; and having impofed fuch terms as he pleafed on 
the vanquifhed, fat down with the Dahoman army, and 
invefted Boagry. This place, as a camp, had one fault; it was 
as ditticult to quit, when occafion required, as it was arduous of 
accefs. {any {kirmifhes happened betwixt the befiegers and 
befieged, thefe making frequent fallies, and thofe many attempts 
to force their way up the mountain. The Mahees had plan- 
tations of corn, and plenty of water upon Boagry, which enabled 
them to perfevere in a long refiftance. 


The 
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The Agaow had invefted this place near twelve months, without 
being able to gain any confiderable advantage ; when the King, 
impatient for victory, or folicited by his favourite, fent his general 
all the affiftance that he was able to draw together, and ordered 
him to hazard every thing for the reduction of Boagry, whatever 
might be the lofs of men on the occafion. The Agaow, who 
was by this time well acquainted with the mountain, led on 
his men to this dangerous enterprife, with the determination 
either to conquer, or die in the attempt. He attacked it in 
every practicable part. ‘The Mahees made an obftinate refiftance, 
killing an immenfe number of their enemy; but at laft, the 
bravery of the Dahomans, and their fuperior numbers, fur- 
mounted every difficulty: they drove the Mahees from their 
entrenchments, and gained poffeffion of the fummit. A 
prodigious flaughter enfued, for there was no poffibility of 
efcaping; the unfortunate remnant which the {word had fpared, 
were led in triumph, captive to Abomey; where the chiefs were 
put to death, and the reft fold for flaves. | 


The King, who was at this time alfo warmly engaged with 
the eld Whydahs and Popoes, as we fhall prefently thew, had 
occafion for all his troops to reinforce his army for their reduc- 
tion. This induced him to defift from further hoftilities againit 
the Mahees for the prefent, and even to confent toa truce with 
them ; but as this was ill obferved by either fide, it proved of 
very fhort continuance. The Mahees, though defeated, were 
far from being fubjugated : thofe who had fled, after hearing of 
the calamity which happened at Boagry, returned to their country, 
and were ftill a formidable enemy ; efpecially as the Dahomans 
were now weakened by a feries of near twenty years of unpro- 
fitable wars. 

Hoftilities 
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Hoftilities were foon renewed, and carried on as before, tu 
the ruin of both countries, without producing any thing decifive. 
Ahadee could not effect his purpofe of impofing a king on the 
Mahees; nor were they fo far humbled, as to fubmit to accept 
of one. They refolved to retaliate the infult at. Boagry, by 
invading Dahomy; and actually penetrated into the difmal foreft 
which divides that kingdom from Ardra, in order by that 
manceuvre to intercept any fuccours which might come from 
the kingdoms of Ardra or Whydah to the relief of Dahomy : 
but, in confequence of fome divifion in their councils, a grievance: 
to which republics are generally expofed, they retired again 
without achieving any thing worthy of the boldnefs and wifdom, 


of the defign. 


In 1764, the advantage feemed to be on the fide of the Daho-- 
mans, who then laid fiege to Boagry a fecond time; but had: 
not a fuficient force to render themfelves matters of it. Several. 
of Ahadee’s fons were upon this occafion fent with the army, 
to animate the foldiers by their prefence ; and among them his 
favourite fupera, whom his father fent under the Agaow’s care,. 
to acquire military experience. This general had been en- 
camped abave twelve months around Boagry, when the King, . 
impatient cf delay, accufed him of cowardice, and fent the 
Mayhou to take the command, with orders to proceed imme- 
diately to the affault. When the Agaow found himfelf fuper- 
feded and difgraced, he judged that it was time to confult-his 
perfonal fafety, well knowing the King’s difpleafure to be im- 
placable. Having Jupera, the heir apparent, in his power, he 
could have taken a fevere revenge of his ungrateful mafter; but. 
he generoufly delivered him into the Mayhou’s care, and with-. 
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drew privately to the Mahees, who received and protected 
him. 


The Mayhou having made an unfuccefsful attempt againft 
Boagry, was repulfed, and obliged to raife the fiege: he there- 
fore returned with his army to Dahomy ; Jupera, to add to the 
unfortunate event, dying on the march. Ahadee, foiled in his 
views, and in fact unable to profecute them any further, never 
afterwards attempted any thing of confequence againft the Ma- 
hees ; and the perfon, in whofe favour he had made fo many 
fruitlefs exertions, dying fome years afterwards, both parties 
feemed heartily tired of the war, and agreed to a peace in 1772, 
which continued to the end of Ahadee’s reign. 


Wear againft the old Whydahs azd Popoes.—Ahadee’s treache- 
rous behaviour to the Portuguefe Governor.—Brave defence of 
the Governor's fervant.—The inbabitants of Jacquin extir- 
pated, 


THE Whydahs, who had efcaped from the arms of the 
Dahomans, took refuge among their neighbours the Popoes : 
a nation which borders on Whydah, to the weftward ; in alow, 
marfhy country, furrounded with {wamps, and interfected with 

many 
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many branches of rivers, that form a multitude of iflands, on 
which they live. Thefe refugees, affifted by the Popoes, with 
whom they had incorporated, and by this time become as it 
were one nation, bore an inveterate hatred againft the Daho- 
mans, and, urged by a defire of regaining their native country, 
omitted no occafion to harrafs them. Their vicinity to Why- 
dah ; the facility with which they could tranfport their traops 
in canoes within two miles cf Grigwhee, its chief town; the 
embarrafled fituation of Ahadee’s affairs, whofe country was 
frequently over-run by the Eyeos, and whofe whole force was 
conf{tantly employed either in repelling them, or reducing the 
Mahees, while this frontier was left defencelefs ; afforded them 
many opportunities of harrafiing the Dahomans on that fide, 
and of making feveral fuccefsful invafions. They frequently 
got poffeffion of the fhipping place, and interrupted the trade, 
by which the Europeans were often confiderable fufferers: the 
white people, their goods, or whatever property happened to 
be on the beach, falling a prey to them. Sometimes they made 
incurfions to the town of Grigwhee, where the European forts 
are fituated ; and, if repulfed by a fuperior force, they readily 
eluded their purfuers, by retiring to the lakes: for the Daho- 
mans have no addrefs in engagements on the water, as they are 
altogether unacquainted with the management of canoes. In 
the year 1741, an occafion prefented itfelf, which, had it been 
rightly managed, might have concluded thefe differences, to the 
fatisfaction of the Whydahs, and to the advantage of the Aha- 
dee and his country: but, over-ruled by his evil genius, he 
made fo bad ufe of this opportunity, as exafperated that people 
more than ever. 


M The 
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The Whydahs, in their exile, ftill adhered to the fyftem of 
their old government, and continued to be ruled by a King: 
but the inauguration at Xavier, * which had been the feat of go- 
vernment and the capital of Whydah, before the conqueft,. 
was a ceremony that could not be difpenfed with : for the ce- 
lebration of which, it was requifite that permiffion fhould firft 
be obtained from Ahadee, who derived fome benefit from the 
fine which he exacted for his confent. As a ceffation of hoftili-. 
ties, on fuch occafions, was neceflary, he did not omit to turn 
fuch a favourable circumftance to his own account, whenever 
there was an opportunity by employing his agents to fow di- 
vifions among the exiles, and by that means leflen their 
power. 


To be King of the Whydahs, even in their humbled ftate,, 
had its temptations. The brother of the rightful heir, upon 
the death of their father, which happened about 1741, afpired 
to that dignity. If Ahadee did not fuggeft, he at leaft encou- 
raged this fcheme, with a view to divide the Whydahs. He 
therefore affured him of his fupport;. in return for which, the 
ufurper engaged privately, not only to become his tributary and. 
ally, but alfo to pay him a confiderable fum, upon his acceffion 
to the government. This wicked young man, relying on Aha- 
dee’s protection, whilft the ceremonies were preparing at Xavier, 
to inveft his brother with the regal dignity, had the audacity 
to murder him there, and the addrefs to be appointed King in 
his place, clofing the achievement by devouring the heart of 
his unfortunate brother: which laft a&t of unnatural barbarity 

was 


* The X is pronounced as in Xebeque. 
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was the proof required by Ahadee, of unlimited devotion to his 
commands. 


Neither the inftigations to this enormous action, nor the en~ 
gagements which the ufurper had made with Ahadee, though 
intended to be kept fecret, could efcape the penetration of 
the Whydahs ; they fufpected what had paffed, and feveral of 
them, inftead of returning from Xavier, to live under fuch a 
King, remained in the country, and fettled under the protection 
of the Portuguefe fort, at Grigwhee; of which Seignior Fobn 
Bafile, a gentleman of humane temper, and engaging difpofi- 
tion, was at that time governor. Here thefe people maintain- 
ing a correfpondence with their countrymen, and making a fa- 
vourable report of the governor’s behaviour, as well as of their 
own fituation, many of the old Whydahs were induced to come 
and fettle in that country, to avoid the horrors of a civil war in 
their own. Five or fix hundred perfons eftablifhed themfelves 
peaceably in this manner ; and if this difpofition had been pro- 
perly encouraged, in all probability a much greater number 
would have followed their example: but Ahadee, blind to this 
advantage, or fwayed by thofe wretched principles that ufually 
actuated him, and which had too much tainted his father, 
without waiting for fuch a defirable event, by which he would 
have gained a large addition of ufeful and valuable fubjeéts, 
cruelly determined to feize upon thefe poor people, and fell 
them for flaves. 


To facilitate this bafe defign, the King invited Sesgnior Ba/ile 
to Abomey, on pretence of bufinefs ; but indeed to have him 
in his power. The governor proceeded on his journey, and 
, M 2 being 


84 HISTORY OF DAHOMY. 


being met upon the road by the Agaow, at the head of an army, 
in full march towards Whydah, he was arrefted by the King’s. 
order, and informed, that the only condition of regaining his 
liberty was to deliver up all thofe fugitives who had put them- 
felves under his protection. The governor urged his faith and 
honour plighted to thefe people, in vain; and further treating 
the inftances of the general with contempt, was detained by 
him as a prifoner. The army continued its march to Grig- 
whee ; and encamped on Gonnegee, a plain between that town 
and the river; by which pofition he effectually cut off the re- 
treat of the Whydahs to their own country. Here the Agaow, 
finding the governor was determined not to betray the Whydahs, 
and willing to make the moft of him, offered to take a certain 
quantity of goods, as a ranfom for them: Seignior Bafile wil- 
lingly accepted the propofal, and the goods were delivered ac~ 
cordingly. Notwith{tanding this, pretences were ftill found to 
detain the governor, in order to exact from him more goods, 
for which a demand was made. To this he alfo confented, 
and fent an order to the fort for their delivery; but a head fer- 
vant of his, a black man, who had charge of the fort, feeing 
that the Agaow was egregioufly deceiving his mafter, refufed to 
fend any more goods. He likewife intimated his fufpicions to 
the Whydahs, who, being of the fame opinion, and knowing 
there was no poffibility of efcape, refolved to defend themfelves 
to the laft extremity. For this purpofe they retired into the 
fort, and got every tning in order for its protection ;. determined, 
if overpowered at laft, to fell their lives as dear as _poffible. 
The Agaow remained quiet in his camp, at Gonnegee, for about 
a fortnight, perhaps waiting for orders, and then came to a re- 
folution to attack the fort, which was furrounded with a wall 

and 
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and a deep moat, and mounted about thirty guns. The Agaow’s 
difadvantage Jay in having no artillery; however, early in the 
morning, on the 1ft of November, 1741, he led on his troops 
to the ftorm, and began his attack on every fide. Thofe within 
the fort were not idle; but with their cannon made a prodigious 
flaughter. The Dahomans, with that bravery which animates 
them on all occafions, filled up their ranks with frefh men, as 
faft as others fell, and continued the affault. 


About noon a quantity of gunpowder, in one of the baftions, 
took fire, and communicated the flame to the roofs of the build- 
ings, which, being thatched, blazed with great fury. This ac- 
cident threw the befieged into great confufion ; which was con~ 
fiderably increafed by the explotion of the magazine, in the de- 
ftruction of which every foul near it was involved. The Daho- 
mans now entered at the embrafures, almoft without oppofition, 
and put every man they met with to the {word. The go- 
vernor’s faithful fervant, who had commanded during the de- 
fence, feeing all was loft, impelled with rage and defpair, threw 
open the gate, and with a keg of gunpowder under his arm, 
and a lighted match in his hand, ran furioufly towards the 
place where the Agaow was; and having got as near to him as. 
he could, with intention to make him a partner in his own un- 
merited fate, fet fire to the powder, and heroically blew him- 
felf to pieces. His fecond in command was taken alive, and 
roafted afterwards before a flow fire at Calmina. 


In all probability Sezgnior Bafile was now fet at liberty; for 
we find that Ahadee afterwards rebuilt the fort for the Portu- 
guefe, and difavowed the Agaow’s proceedings; denying that 

he 
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he had given him any erders to at as he had done: but, 
although he was defirous to throw the odium of this affair upon 
his general, no one pretended to acquit Ahadee himfelf from 
‘the folly and infamy of the whole plan and tranfaction. : 


One fuccefsful mifchief feemed always to incite Ahadee to 
another. ‘The Agaow, now about to return from this exploit, 
received orders from the King, to march towards Jaquin; a 
country which borders immediately on Whydah, to the eaft- 
ward. ‘This had been a place of fome confequence, where, the 
Dutch had formerly a fettlement. It had been conquered by 
Trudo, and annexed to his dominions; but the inhabitants, 
taking advantage of the perplexed {tate of Ahadee’s affairs, had 
neglected, for fome time paft, to pay the tribute which had 
been impofed on them, for which he intended to let loofe upon 
them his utmoft vengeance. 


This country, like that of the Popoes, is furrounded with 
marfhes and fwamps, and of difficult accefs; nor were the 
Dahomans fufficiently acquainted with the environs, to be able 
to make an inroad into it. But it happened at this time, that 
a woman of confequence, belonging to a Jacquin chief, having 
been guilty of fome gallantries, and dreading the punifhment of 
her inconftancy, had made her efcape to Dahomy, where, 
upon a promife of the royal protection, fhe had engaged to con- 
duct this army through the only path by which Jacquin could 
be invaded with effet. The Agaow having this woman for 
his guide, a fit inftrument for fuch a purpofe, entered Jacquin 
unexpectedly. The people, hemmed in by their impaffable 

morafles, 
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morafies, were c1ught as it were in a trap, whence none could 
efcape ; and the invaders extirpated the whole nation, leaving 
not a {ingle inhabitant alive in all the country. * 


Cera PF. Vv. 


Whydah invaded.—Dahomans routed by the old Whydahs.— 
The forts refufe to fubmit.— Ahadee releves them, and van-- 
guifbes the old Whydahs. 


Tu E Whydahs, in their iflands, were too much difgufted: 
with their new King, to fuffer him to reign long over them. 
He had rendered himfelf fo odious, that he could not even form. 
a party among them to fupport his pretenfions ; and, unable to: 
make Ahadee the payment which had been ftipulated at his ac- 
ceffion, all fuccours from that quarter were refufed. He was 
therefore obliged to relinquifh that government which he had 
fo atrocioufly obtained, and withdrew to Dahomy. Here, 
after wandering about for fome time, univerfally defpifed, he 
died miferably of a leprous difeafe, which he had contracted. 
immediately on his return from Xavier ;. and which the Dahog. 
mans attributed to the horrid repaft he had made there, when. 
he devoured the heart of his own brother. 
Ahadee’s. 


* Adzhoonzou II. fent a few families to re-eftablifh a fettlement. there, in. 
the year 1777 
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Ahadee’s conduét, throughout this tranfaction, ferved only 
to exafperate the exiled Whydahs ftill more againft him; fo 
that hoftilities were foon renewed, with greater fury than ever. 
In 1743, they enlarged their plan of operations, and feemed 
determined to recover the poffeflion of their native country. 
The Popoes, and all their other friends, concurred in affifting 
them; and they invaded Whydah with a powerful army. 
Their defigns had been no fecret, but it was out of the King’s 
power to prevent them; for Dahomy being at that time over- 
run by the Eyeos; the Agaow and the army at a confiderable 
diftance, engaged with the Mahees; and every thing in con- 
fufion; he could not provide for the defence of Whydah, 
which was thus left with only the few troops ufually eftablifhed 
there, and effectually deprived of further military affiftance. 
However, the Caukaow, * or general, did every thing that 
could be expected from a brave and loyal foldier; he put his 
fmall army in readinefs; the Yavougah, or vice-roy, afflem- 
bled all that were able to bear arms in the town, and joined 
him ; the Xavier Caboceers, and all their vaffals, increafed his 
force, but ftill his army remained much inferior to that of the 
enemy: however he was not intimidated ; fear never enters into 
the mind of a Dahoman; cowardice is no part of his com- 
pofition. 


Knowing his own heart, and relying on the bravery of his 
foldiers, he marched out againft the enemy, and met them 
about a mile to the weftward of the French fort. The generals 
of both parties held a difpaffionate converfation at the head of 

their 


* The title of the military officer who commands in Whydah. 
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their troops ; in which they declared to each other their refpec- 
tive determinations ; the one to conquer, the other to defend 
the country. They drank together, and the Caukaow toafted 
heaith to his King, and fuccefs to his arms; wifhing, that 
*« if he thould be unfuccefsful on that day, he might not fur- 
“* vive the difgrace, but perifh like the glafs out of which he 
** drank;” dathing it, as he fpoke, in pieces. The battle 
commenced, and was obftinately fought: all that rude fkill, 
and ferocious courage could effect, was executed on each fide; 
till at laft the brave Caukaow, diftinguifhed both as a general 
and a foldier, fell, at the head of his men, after inflicting and 
receiving innumerable wounds. The reft of the chieftains were 
{till the foremoft in danger. Yavougah, and almoft all the 
officers of his party, were among the flain ; and the Xavier Ca- 
boceers fhared the fame fate. At length the Dahomans, deftitute 
of leaders, and overpowered by numbers, were thrown into 
confufion, and totally routed. 


The enemy, thus mafters of the field, next day pillaged 
Grigwhee, without oppofition, and burned it: the inhabitants 
flying out of the country, and leaving the Whydahs in peaceable 
pofiefiion. They then proceeded to the forts, and f{ummoned them 
to fubmit, or at leaft to acknowledge the new government; but 
the governors continued attached to the King, and refufed to 
accede to the propofals offered by his enemies. Mean while the 
Whydahs, with their families, flocked from their receffes into the 
country, in great numbers, and built a town upon Gonnegee, 
a plain between Grigwhee and the river, juft beyond annoyance 
from the guns of the forts. By this means, as well as by the in- 
veftment of the army, the forts were deprived of every kind of 
fuccour, fo that at the end of three months they began to be 

N very 
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very much in want of provifions ; and, defpairing of an opportu- 
nity of acquainting Ahadee with their fituation, which they 
had not once been able to-effect during the fiege, fo watchful 
was the enemy, it is probable they would not have continued. 
much longer. to decline an accommodation with the Whydahs ; 
when a meffenger, having eluded the vigilance of the befiegers, 
arrived. privately from.the King, with affurances that they might 
depend upon being. fpeedily relieved, and entreating them to 
perfevere in his caufe for a few days longer: of which being 
affured, he returned with the fame fecrecy and fafety. 


Ahadee kept his promife ; rejoiced to find that the forts con+. 
tinued true to his intereft, he did not doubt of recovering the 
country. He had employed the interval between the fatal battle. 
and the prefent time in making every. provifion for that purpofe 
in his power. He recalled the Agaow and his army out of 
Mahee ; and as the Eyeus were, at this feafon, returned to their 
own country, he muftered the reft of his Dahomans, from all. 
parts, and his forces.increafed to fifty thoufand men. This for- 
midable army, commanded by the Agaow, arrived at Grigwhee 
ten days after the former meffenger, and falling fuddenly on the 
Whydahs, who did. not expect fuch a vifit, and confequently 
were not prepared for it, they defeated, and drove them out of. 
the country; which thus again, as it were in a twinkling, | 
changed its mafter. 


C RAS 
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Rebellion of Tanga. — Catafrophe of his women.— His defeat and 
death, 


‘igen kingdom of Whydah having been recovered by this 
fortunate event, Ahadee appointed a perfon named Tanga, to 
be Yavougah (or vice-roy) over it, in the place of his predeceffor, 
who had perifhed with the Caukaow, in the late bloody conflict 
with the Whydahs. This Caboceer was a man of violent paffions ; 
vain, proud, and ambitious. He maintained a great number of 
comeftics and attendants, whom he attached to his perfon by 
his liberality, and to his intereft by protecting them in their 
villanies, and fcreening them from Jjuftice, in defiance of the 
King. His oppreffions rendered him odious to the garrifons at 
the forts; and his great influence and wealth gave no {mall 
uneafinefs to Ahadee ; who neverthelefs did not care to attempt 
hin openly, but waited a fit opportunity to get him into his 
hands by ftratagem or furprife. 


Whilft he, on the one hand, was waiting to accomplith this 
purpofe, Tanga, on the other, was meditating nothing lefs than 
the acquifition of the kingdom of Whydah for himfelf. This 
daring project was not juftified by evena plaufible motive. For, 
having been an eunuch from his infancy, he had no children to 
inherit the royal dignity; the poft which he alrcady poffefled 

Nez was 
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vas a very honourable one ; and his opulence fo confiderable,. 
that it amply afforded him the gratification of every defire, except 
that of infatiable ambition. His plan was, to gain poffeffion 
of the Englifh fort, and then to declare himfelf king. He 
rightly confidered that the command of any one of the forts. 
would have been a confiderable affiftance to his defign ; but he. 
preferred this, from an opinion which prevails in the country, 
that it is impregnable. 


The fpot on which Wilham’s Fort * ftands, was formerly: 
dedicated to religious purpofes; and from the frequent exercife 
of the facred ceremonies in that place, the deities, which were 
formerly worfhipped there, are fuppofed ftill to protect it; nays. 
fo ftrongly are the natives impreffed with this opinion, that the 
governors, in compliance with their intreaties, have permitted 
a houfe within the walls of the fort to be appropriated to Nad- 
bakou, the titular god of the place. 


It has hitherto been fo fortunate as to efcape thofe calamities. 
which the other forts have experienced: a circumftance the 
more extraordinary, as the Whydah King took fhelter there,. 
when’ he fled from Xavier, at the time of the Dahoman invafion 
of his kingdom, and found protection in it, until there was an 
opportunity of conveying him in fafety out of the country. 
Though this action might naturally have provoked the ven- 
geance of the Dahomans, they, however, did not appear to. 
refent it; yet they plundered the French fort at that time, and 
afterwards that which belonged to the Portuguefe, as we have 


already 


* The Englifh caftle in Whydah is fo called. 
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already related; but as the Englith fort had efcaped this and 
every fimilar difatter, it {tood high in the opinion of the natives : 
Tinga therefore deemed the acquifition of it of greater import- 
ance to his defigns, than of all the others. 


When the Yavougah’s fcheme was ripe for execution, he 
attempted to furprize William’s Fort, in Auguft, 1745, in the 
following manner. Under pretence of making a public vifit to 
the forts, he gave directions that a certain number of his men 
fhould be ready to attend him: for, when the vice-roy vifits the 
governors, it is cuftomary for him to be accompanied by two 
or three hundred men, under arms; befides the muficians, 
flag-bearers, umbrella-carriers, and feveral employed imme-~ 
diately about his perfon; amounting perhaps to one hundred 
mote. 


Upon the prefent occafion Tanga felected all thefe out of his 
beft men, choofing thofe whom he could rely on, and knew to 
be devoted to his will; not doubting, if he could, without fuf. 
Picion, introduce thefe into the fort as ufual, he fhould eafily 
make himfelf mafter of it. Before he departed from his own 
houfe, he fupplied his men with ammunition, and ordered them 
to load their mufkets : an order which appeared ftrange to thofe 
who were not apprifed of his fecret intentions. The Englith 
linguift, who was accidentally prefent, {truck with this cir 
cumftance, flipped away privately, and acquainted Mr. Gregory, 
the Englifth governor, with what he had feen. Mr. Gregory’s 
fufpicions were raifed by the information; and he made a proper 
ufe of it, by providing for the fecurity of his fort, whilft Tanga. 
was paying a vifit to the French governor. 


He 
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He ordered his guns to be loaded, and the gate fhut, before 
the vice-roy arrived ; and when he caine, refufed to admit him 
into the fort, unlefs he difmiffed his retinue. Tanga refufed to 
comply; and protefted again{ft fuch an exception, as an un- 
precedented indignity, to which it became him not to fubmit. 
He threatened, and foothed alternately, but to no purpofe; 
the governor would not recede from his determination; and 
Tanga, finding it impracticable to introduce his ruffians, te- 
turned home, extremely chagrined at the difappointment. 


Apprehending, from the governor’s unufual precaution, that 
his defigns were difcovered, he began to fortify his houfe. 
Ahadee, on receiving intelligence of what had paffed,. declared 
him a traitor, and fet a price upon his head. Some troops 
were fent to attack him, which he engaged and defeated ; more 
fuccours arriving, they befieged him in his houfe, from whence 
he made frequent fallies, and fome times with fuccefs ; but his 
‘ftrength diminithed daily by the lofs of men in thefe fkirmithes, 
and he faw no profpect of extricating himfelf. 


In this dilemma he confulted his priefts, who, having per- 
formed their fuperftitious rites, informed him, ‘* That his 
«« fafety alone depended upon his getting into the Englith fort.” 
This was no eafy matter to effet; for he was clofely befieged 
by the King’s troops, and upon bad terms with the Englith 
governor, who, befides abhorring his rebellion, had not for- 
given an infult which he received from him fome months 
before: for being in company with the other governors, on 
their way to Abomey, to complain to the King of his vice- 
roy’s oppreflive conduct; Tanga, apprifed of their intentions, 
met them on the road at Ardra; feized them, and having kept 

them 
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them for fome days prifoners in the {table among his horfes, 
brought them back with him to Whydah, fufliciently. humbled, 
and debarred from all accefs to the King, 


Under thefe circumftances the only refuge pointed out to him 
by the priefts, and which they had probably advifed for. this 
reafon, feemed almoft unattainable: but his affairs were 
defperate, and fomething muft be attempted. He harangued. 
his adherents, intreated their afliftance, and diftributed his 
treafures among them. His filks, his coral, his gold, were 
lavithed without referve, to animate them on this emergency.. 
His wives, for, though an eunuch, he had a feraglio of fome 
hundreds, joined their perfuafions ; and his people, at length 
worked up to an attachment and refolution worthy of a better 
occafion, refufed to Sacrifice him to their. own fafety, which 
they might have obtained by delivering him up. They deter- 
mined to force their way through the King’s troops, conduct 
their mafter to the Englifh fort, and there recommend him to: 


the governor’s mercy. 


This refolution being adopted, the women, dreading a reverfe 
of fortune, and defpairing to meet again with fo indulgent a 
lord, put each other to death: the oldeft firft flaughtering the 
young ones, and then cutting their own throats. After which 
melancholy fcene the houfe was fet on fire, to deftroy the re- 
maining effects, and prevent their falling into the King’s hands. . 
Tanga and his. party, taking fuch of the treafure as was. 
moft portable, fallied forth, and made good their paflage 
through the King’s troops; directing their courfe to the Eng- 


lith caftle, though it was firing upon them all the time they. 
approached. 
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approached. Tanga finding this, endeavoured to retreat into 
the garden; but, as he entered it, received a fhot which put 
an end at once to his-ambition and his life. 


Originally, and during his youth, a captive and a flave, he had 
had the addrefs to recommend himfelf to Ahadee’s friendfhip, 
who raifed him to the higheft rank ; but his infolence, which 
was infupportable, and his ingratitude to his benefactor, proved 
how unworthy he was of the favours he had received. When 
he fell, his adherents immediately difperfed: fome efcaped out 
of the country; but the greater part of them were taken, and 


fuffered as they deferved. 


The affection of Tanga’s wives, which impelled them in 
this defperate crifis of his affairs to devote themfelves to death, 
may perhaps appear romantic, if not incredible. To explain 
this, it is neceflary to obferve, that Tanga did not guard his 
women with that jealous eye, nor fubject them to fuch ftrié 
confinement as is ufual in that part of the world. The feraglio, 
was only a neceflary appendage to the pomp and fplendor of his 
rank; and out of this refervoir he generoufly fupplied all his 
fervants with wives. Such unprecedented bounty conciliated 
the fincereft regard of thefe people. Every young man within 
his jurifdi€tion was ambitious of ferving Tanga. To his wives he 
appeared, not the rigid jailer, nor the tyrannic ufurper of their 
affections, but the generous arbiter of their livelieft pleafures. 
Hence they could not but be charmed with a freedom which 
no other feraglio enjoyed; and would not furvive that felicity 
and protection which was to terminate with the exiftence of 
their mafter and of their lovers, whofe ruin feemed inevitable. 


CH Ae 
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eee ee. ey II. 


Shampo becomes the object of Ahadee’s jealoufy.— Warned of bis 
danger by bis jifter, be flies. —The Agaow’s difgrace and 
death. 


TANGA and his followers were not unworthy of the fate 
they met with; and if Ahadee had reftri€ted his vengeance to 
thofe who really deferved it, his charaéter would have been lefs 
exceptionable. Few real occafions offered to excite his dif- 
pleafure; fo general was the difpofition among his people to 
fubmit implicitly to his will, and to applaud all his actions. 
But through the whole tenor of his reign, every man’s fafety 
was precarious, in proportion to his merit, or wealth: not 
content with being univerfal heir to their effets, and appro- 
priating to himfelf every thing his fubjeéts died poffeffed of ; 
the innocent inhabitants of whole villages were fold for flaves, 
to raife fupplies for his extravagance. And although thofe 
grievances were repeated at his pleafure, fuch was their fub- 
miffion and attachment, that none prefumed to complain. 
Unreafonable fufpicions occupied his breaft ; fo that they who 
ferved him with folicitous fidelity, and became eminent by their 
exploits, and fuccefs, frequently became the objects of his envy 
and horror. 


Among the number of thefe was Shampo, who had figna- 
lized hin. {lf on many occafions, and held a confiderable poft in 
O the 


iy 
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the army. He was the darling of the foldiers, and every 
tongue was bufy in his praife. Such merit could not fail to 
excite a tyrant’s jealoufy, and Ahadee from that moment deter- 
mined to cut him off. Shampo had a fifter in the King’s 
houfe, who, by fome means, got intimation of the King’s de- 
fign. To have an interview with her brother was impoffible, 
for the King’s women are forbidden to hold difcourfe with any 
man; but as fhe was at liberty to fend provifions for his table, 
from the royal manfion, fhe concealed a knife and a cord with 
a noofe on the end of it, among the victuals: from which 
expreffive allufion, her brother was at no lofs to comprehend that 
he was doomed to fuffer, either by the cord, or by the fabre. 
He faved himfelf by a precipitate flight, and carried a confider- 
able part of the army along with him into the Popo country, 
where he was received in a manner fuitable to his merit. The 
Popoes promoted him to the command of their army, which 
poft he enjoyed to the day of his death, in 1767, bearing to 
the laft an implacable enmity againft the ungrateful Ahadee. 


His general, who had ferved him zealoufly, and executed his 
orders with great fuccefs, being lefs fortunate, fell a victim to 
his cruelty. This was the fame Agaow, who had bravely 
ftormed the Portuguefe fort, recovered Whydah, and taken 
Boagry ; who had in fome meafure reftored the declining glory 
of the country; and who once {tood {fo high in the eftimation 
of his King, that, after beftowing many favours upon him, 
defirous to let the world fée how much he honoured his merit, 
he gave him a formal leave to build a houfe two flories high: 
which favour, however, the general modeftly declined. 


Where 
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Where the inhabitants are in fuch abject flavery, that they 
muft not fit upon a chair, becaufe it is an indulgence referved 
for white people, and a few of the caboceers, who enjoy 
this high privilege by efpecial grace and favour from the King ; 
where none may prefume, on pain of certain death, to have a 
door of boards for his houfe, to defend him from the weather ; 
nor to make it decent, by whitewafhing the interior part: in 
fuch a country, to have permiffion to build a convenient houfe, 
is a mark of extraordinary diftinction.* 


But the Agaow did not continue long to enjoy his mafter’s 
fmiles: he was feized and brought before the King, who ac- 
cufed him ofan intention to withdraw from the kingdom, 
and follow the evil example of Shampo, by flying into the 
ceuntry of the Mahees as he had done to Popo. Nothing could 
be more unjuft than this fufpicion. The Agaow, refent- 
ing it with a becoming dignity and firmnefs, replied to this 
effect: ‘* I have manifefted my zeal on various occafions, for 
*¢ your fervice, and thought no march fatiguing, no battle 
«¢ hazardous, whilft executing your will; my adtions, fo often 
«© crowned with fuccefs, have added affluence and honour to your 
«© kingdom: what part of my conduct has expofed me to this 
«« accufation? You have, as pledges of the fidelity of your flave, 
my aged mother, my wives, andmy children, in your hands. 
Where, or to whom in preference fhould I go? I have con- 
ducted your armies, and fpread deftruction through all the 
“«* nations around us ; is it probable I fhould throw myfclf in:o 
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* Except leave to wear fandals, this was the higheft public mark of favour 
the King could fhew. 
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** the arms of thofe who tremble at my name? Of thofe, whofe 

** country [ have laid wafte, and led the inhabitants captive, in* 
‘* triumph to your gate?’ The King defired him to acknow- 

ledge himfelf guilty, and truft to his royal clemency. The 

Agaow refufed to atteft a falfhood, and was ordered to imme-' 
diate execution. The perfon whofe bufinefs it was to perform: 
this horrid duty, though hackneyed in deeds of death, was too: 
much fhocked on this occafion to acquit himfelf with pro-: 
priety. ‘The fcimitar failed, in his hand, to perform the office. 
of beheading; it only mangled the unhappy victim. He was. 
fent back to prifon, and there ftrangled. * 


C H A Pio VIM. 


Fatal expedition of the Dabomans, againft the Whydahs and 
Popoes. — Ihe confederates invade Whydah, and are totally 
vanquifbed by the Dahomans, afffted by the Englith.—Peace: 
concluded. 


Tu E Whydahs, affifted by the Popoes, and directed by the 
fagacious advice of Shampo, became more formidable than 
ever. They vifited the Whydah beach, and gave frequent in- 

terruptions 


* The family of this brave man were afterwards fo much reduced, that his 
eldeft fon was glad to find employment as a fervant in Mr. Norris’s factory. 
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terruptions to trade. In difputing the poffeffion of this beach, 
the Dahomans were often very roughly handled, and as often 
returned unfuccefsful. Tey had loft numbers of their men in 
thefe ikirmithes, when their priefts at laft difcovered, that 
their oracles had forbidden them to attack the enemy on the 
beach, but had ordered that they fhould wait in readmefs, be~ 
tween Grigwhee and the river; and that the party which 
fhould firft crofs the river, and begin the attack, fhould infalli- 
bly be routed. This was no unwelcome difcovery, becaufe it 
afforded a /z/vo for their honour, and an apology for fubmitting 
to infults, which they were too weak to refent. 


Ahadee at laft took the refolution of making a powerful 
effort, to prevent the further incurfions of this troublefome 
people; and in 1753, fome time after the reduction of Boagry; 
when a kind of truce with the Mahees afforded him fome 
leifure, he fent a numerous army againft them. The Daho- 
mans were now provided with fome canoes ; which, with others 
that they feized, belonging to the enemy, enabled them to pes 
netrate into the Popo country: but this was-a mode of warfare 
which they did not underftand. 


Shampo, who commanded the confederate Whydahs and 
Popoes, by pretending to fly, encouraged the Dahomans to 
advance. By degrees they were bewildered among fwamps, 
rivers, and marfhes; in a wretched country, where provifions 
began to fail them. However, they puthed boldly forward,. 
hoping to bring the enemy to an engagement; but Shampo 
outwitted them, and by the dexterity of his manceuvres, 
drew them on to that narrow flip of barren fand, which reaches 

nearly 
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nearly from Volta to Benin, * where he effectually cut off their 
retreat. The Popoes, now unmolefted, employed themfelves, 
from their canoes, in firing at the entrappe. Dahomans, at 
their pleafure ; but the greater part perifhed by difeafe or famine. 
The dead were fo numerous, fay the Popoes, who perhaps may 
exaggerate, that the fith of the river, afiifted by the beafts, and 
birds of prey, not being able to eat them all, their putrid car- 
cafles corrupted the air, and occafioned a peftilence in the 
country. The whole Dahoman army perifhed upon this oc- 
cafion, except twenty-four, whom Shampo fent back, to ac- 
quaint their King with the the fate of their companions. 
Thefe, when they had told their fad tale, Ahadee ordered to 
immediate execution: bidding them go exprefs to the fhades, 
to inform their comrades how much he difapproved of their 
conduct in the war ! 


The next aff.ir of any confequence that occurred was in 1763, 
when the old Whydahs and Popoes, in their turn, again in- 
vaded Whydah. Shampo himfelf being too old and infirm to 
take the field, his fon Affurrey commanded the confederate 
army, which being joined by the flower of the Popo chiefs, 
marched into the country of Whydah, without oppofition : 
for old Honnou, who was then Yavougah, or vice-roy, would 
not venture far out to rifk a battle; but remained in Grigwhee 
with his men, to defend the town, which the Popoes were pre- 
paring to attack, before he offered to oppofe them. Honnou was 
wounded and carried off the field early in the fight; upon 


which 


* This fand, which is from half a mile to three miles in breadth, lies be- 


tween the fea and a river, which runs nearly parallel to the beach, for about 
two hundred miles. 
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which the command devolved on his fecond, called Baddely, who 
made a gallant defence ; but being prefled by the fuperior force 
of the enemy, he retreated with his men towards the French 
fort, in expectation of being protected by their guns ; in which, 
however, he was difappointed: for, though the King’s honour, 
and the fafety of the country, were at ftake ; though the enemy 
had begun to fet the fuburbs on fire; the fort fired nothing but 
powder at them. 


This neutrality of the French, if it deferves the name,. 
though it might be politic, was certainly not very grateful ; 
for however exceptionable the King’s treatment of his own 
people might be, the whites had nothing to reproach him with, 
in his conduct towards them; to whom he had ever been. 
refpectful, and generous to a degree of profufion. In all dif- 
putes between them and his fubjects, if they had but the co- 
lour of juftice on their fide, he determined in their favour ; 
and the complaifance, civility, and refpeét, with which they 
had been univerfally received in his dominions, were greatly 
owing to his own confpicuous example. 


The Popoes, animated by the conduct of the French, ad-. 
vanced boldly. Baddely and his men were obliged to fly before: 
the enemy, who thought they had nothing more to fear, and. 
were preparing to burn the vice-roy’s quarters: little expecting 
the vigorous oppofition they were about to meet with from the 
Englifh fort, where Mr. Goodfon was prepared to give them 
a very warm reception. 


The Britith cannon, loaden with mufket balls, and grape - 
fhot, made a prodigious havock among them, and threw them 
into 


eyee HWssaTsORY OF DAHOMY: 


into the utmoft confufion: they were ftopt in their career 3 and it 
was fome time before they had prefence of mind, to feek their 
fafety by flight. 


The enemy upon this occafion had taken the Dahomans at a 
difadvantage ; for the vice-roy, who did not expect the Popoes, 
thad for that day, as it was feed time, permitted half his people 
to go to their plantations, which they had done early in the 
morning. Thefe luckily returning, at the moment that the 
enemy had approached the Englifh fort, Baddely rallied his 
forces, attacked the confederates, and gained a complete victory. 
Of thirty-two general officers, diftinguifhed by the large um- 
brellas which were carried over them, thirty were killed on the 
fpot. Affurrey, Shampo’s fon, efcaped from the field ; but, over- 
whelmed with grief and fhame, fat down beneath a tree, and 
fhot himfelf. Only one officer furvived, to reconduét the fhat- 
tered remains of the Whydah army to Popo. The King of 
Dahomy had difpatched the Agaow, with an army, to the relief 
of Grigwhee ; but he did not arrive till the day after the battle : 
and Mr. Gosd/on, as the King afterwards acknowledged, had the 
fole merit of the victory. 


The Dahomans, now weakened by a long feries of un- 
profitable wars, were unable to follow up their victory, but 
contented themfelves with driving the enemy out of the 
country ; and the Popoes and Whydahs, having loft the flower 
of their men and generals in the late engagement, attempted 
nothing of moment after this action: though hoftilities were 
continued on a fmaller feale for feveral years ; during which 
the confederates confined themfelves merely to plundering 
parties, and occafional vifits to Whydah beach, where the 

effects 
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effects of the white traders on landing or embarking fome-, 
times fell into their hands. But in 1772, a peace was happily 
concluded, under the mediation of Lionel Abfon, Efq. governor 
of William’s Fort, to the mutual advantage of both parties ; 
who, after forty years of war, now enjoy the profits of un- 
difturbed commerce and focial intercourfe. This able governor 
beftows fo much attention to preferve tranquillity, and conducts 
himielf fo circum{pe&ly towards both parties, by whom he is 
equally refpected, and confidered as an impartial umpire, that, 
whilft he remains in that poft, a firm peace will probably con- 
tinue. 


Ahadee, worn out with years and infirmities, engaged in. 
nothing worth relating after this tranfaction. He died at about 
70 years of age, on the 17th of May, 1774. He was in perfon. 
rather tall; graceful in his manners; and very polite to 
ftrangers: though the fcourge and terror of his own fubjects. 
He was fucceeded by Adahoonzou II. whofe life we fhall next 
enter on, after having fhewn what fell under cur immediate 
obfervation, in a journey made to the Court of Ahadee, in 1772. 
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A Jj OU RN E Y 
TO THE COURT OF 
BOSS 4A A A A DOVER 
KING or DAHOMY, 


in@the® Year 1772. 


aren eens it ADTRAN Sad 


By ROBERT NORRIS. 


can 


My bufinefs requiring an interview with the King, I applied 
to the viceroy for the neceffary attendants to Abomey, and 
was furnifhed by him with a linguift, fix hammock men, ten 
porters, and a captain of the gang, who was refponfible for 
the conduét of the reft: my own fervants, and a few others, 
attending on the captain, who were armed, made up our number 
thirty. 

The 
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The porters, having received their feveral loads, which con- 
{ifted of a mattrefs, a fmall trunk of wearing apparel, fome 
provilions and liquors for myfelf, a cafe or two of {pirits for 
the men, fome bags of cowries for defraying our expences, 
and a few pieces of filk for prefents, I got into my ham- 
mock, and commenced my journey at fix in the morning of 


February 1, 1772. 


In pafiing by the market-place of Grigwhee, T found a great 
number of people collected there; and obferving fome large 
umbrellas among them, I concluded that the vice-roy and his 
caboceers were of the party. Surprized at this early affembly, 
I fent a fervant to inquire the occafion of it; but before he 
could return, a meflenger from the vice-roy, who had ditcovered 
my approach, accofted me from his matter, requefting to {peak 
to me before my departure. I found him pafiing fentence of 
death on a criminal, a middle-aged woman, who was on her 
knees before him, in the midft of a circle formed by his attend- 
ants. I requefted her life might be fpared; and, from the cir- 
cumftance of his having fent for me, flattered myfelf that my 
offer to purchafe her for a flave would be accepted: but I was. 
difappointed. He told me the King himfelf had confidered the 
offence, and decreed the fentence; which was, “* that her head 
«© fhould be cut off, and fixed upon a ftake” that was lying by 
her, and which fhe had been compelled to bring with her 


from Abomey, for that purpofe. 


During this converfation a little girl, prompted by curiofity, 
and ignorant of what was doing, made her way through the 
crowd ; and difcovering her mother, ran to her with joy, to 


congratulate her on her return. The poor woman, after a 
ee fhozre 
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fhort embrace, faid, “* Go away, child, this is no place for. 
<¢ you,’ and fhe was immediately conveyed away. The vice- 
roy proceeded in his fentence, which the poor wretch heard 
with feeming indifference, picking her teeth with a ftraw 
which fhe had taken from the ground. When the vice-roy 
concluded his charge to the fpectators, of obedience, fubmiffion, 
and orderly behaviour, which the King required from all his 
people, the delinquent received a blow on the back of her 
head with a bludgeon, from one of the executioners, which 
levelled her to the ground ; when another, with a cutlafs, fe- 
vered it from her body. The head was then fixed on a pole, in 
the market place, and the body immediately carried to the out- 


fide of the town, and left there to be devoured by the wild 
beafts. 


The perfon executed, who had kept one of the little fhops 
in the market, having difcovered, a few days before, that fome 
trifle had been ftolen from her, had taken from the fire a 
lighted ftick, which whilft the waved round her head, (an 
ufual cuftom in that country) fhe expreffed a with that the 
perfon who had taken her property, and did not reftore it, 
might die, and be extinguifhed like that ftick. In going - 
through this ceremony a fpark had fallen on the dry thatch of 
one of the huts, and fet the market on fire. 


After a delay of half an hour on this difagreeable occafion, 
I ref{umed my journey. The face of the country, though flat, 
is extremely agreeable; it is moftly open; and a confiderable 
portion of itis cultivated, and inter{perfed with clumps and 
groves of lofty and luxuriant trees. In an hour andan half we 
approached the town of Xaver, which is environed with 


plantations 
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plantations of yams, potatoes, callavances, and corn; for 
which there is a ready market at Grigwhee. 


Before the Dahoman conqueft in 1727, when Whydah was 
an independent kingdom, this was the refidence of the kings 
of Whydah; and the Englith, French, Dutch, and Portu- 
guefe had forts or factories here, on which thofe at Grigwhee 
were dependant: but they were deftroyed on that event, and 
the guns removed by the conqueror, Guadja Trudo, to his 
pelaces at Ardra, Calmina, and Abomey. No veftiges of them 
now remain, but the moats which furrounded them; nor can 
the fite of the palace of the Whydah Kings be afcertained, but 
by the trench which encompatied it. The place is now over- 
grown with lofty trees, and is held facred by the reprefentatives 
of that unfortunate family, who live in exile with the remains 
of their countrymen, in the vicinity of Popo. And the new 
King of Whydah, on his acceflion to the government of his 
few and needy vaflals, muft come to this {pot to be inau- 
gurated. 


a 


All writers who have defcribed this country, extol its natural 
beauties, and the fertility of its foil. Previous to the conqueft 
it is faid to have been fo extremely populous that land was 
claimed as private property; and this being the great mart of 
trade to a very extenfive tract of the interior country, the inha- 
bitants are faid to have abounded inriches. An anecdote which 
I have heard of the laft King of Whydah, from the old people 
of the country, confirms, in fome degree, this affertion. 


When Captain, afterwards Sir Chaloner, Ogle, was fent in 
1722, in the Swai/ow man of war, to the coaft of Africa, in 


queit 
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queft of Roberts, the pirate, he landed at Whydah, and ac- 
quainted the King with the purpofe of his errand. The King 
told him, ‘“* if he fhould fecure that rafcal Roberts, who had 
** long infeted his coaft, he would give him the weight of 
‘¢ That in gold duft,” pointing to aniron half-hundred weight 
that lay nearhim. Capt. Ogle fell in with and took Roberts's 
fhip, the Royal Fortune, at Cape Lopez. Roberts was killed 
in the engagement, and the pirates were tried and condemned 
at Cape Coaft, where all of them were executed, except half a’ 
dozen, who were carried to Whydah, and hanged there. The 
King duly difcharged his promife to the Captain, giving him 
in this way between three and four thoufand pounds for his 
bravery: which was no {mall mark either of his riches or 


punctuality, 


We made no halt at Xavier, the hammock men choofing to 
jog on at their ufual rate of about five miles per hour ; relieving 
each other occafionally. From thence to Yoree took up two 
hours. It isbut a fmall town; and, being a convenient flage, 
the inhabitants derive fome advantage from fupplying travellers 
with refrefhment. It is feparated from the province of Why- 
dah by a pretty deep and rapid river, whofe banks are covered 
with ftately trees, and a great deal of clofe underwood, which 
afford a commodious fhelter to elephants, of which there are 
plenty hereabouts. 


When the Dahomans. under Trudo were about to crofs this 
river, which was formerly the northern boundary of the Why- 
dah kingdom, the infatuated inhabitants, inftead of difputing 
the paffage, or rifking a battle in defence of their country, 
were contented to place, with great ceremony, the fetith. fnake 
in the path, to oppofe the invading army ; which not anfwering 

their 
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their hopes and expectations, they deemed all other refiftance 
vain, and fled precipitately before the conquerors. We croffed 
the river over a tolerably good bridge, formed by wooden piles 
placed at proper diftances, and covered with faggots and 
hurdles. 


Here we overtook our porters; and the hammock men being 
difpofed to take a little reft and refrefhment, I intended to 
amule myfelf with ftrolling through the town, and viewing it. 
I purpofed to do this alone, but found myfelf followed by my 
captain. On telling him I did not then require his attendance, 
and that he might remain with his companions; he replied, 
that ‘* the Torees were a ftrange fort of people, and had bad 
** cuftoms; and, as he had to anfwer with his head for my 
«« fafety, he would not truft me alone among a people who 
** made a practice of eating men.” Though I was pretty cer- 
tain his fears for me were unneceflary, yet, to make him eafy, 
I returned to my party, reflecting on the prejudices which 
people, refiding at not more than twenty miles diftance, en- 
tertained of their neighbours. 


When the hammock men had refted a little, and taken a 
a flight repaft, we refumed our journey, and proceeded to a 
{mall town, called zsway, which we reached in a couple of 
hours, the road being very good, though we faw no fettle- 
ments or plantations between the two places. -As the country 
was covered with thick woods, and the erafs grew luxuriantly, 
higher than our heads, which prevented a free circulation of 
air, I found the heat, now that the fun had gained its meridian, 
fo extremely fatiguing, that when we reached Azoway, I 
readily confented to the hammock men’s propofal, of having my 

hammeck 
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hemmock fofpended under the fhade of a fpreading tree, whilfé 
they went to bathe in an. adjoining river: which done, and 
they having thereby refrefhed themfelves exceedingly, we pro- 
ceeded with frefh {pirits for Ardra, which we reached in two. 
hours. 


Ardra, * or Alladab, is pleafantly fituated on a gently rifing 
eminence of gravelly foil, A prodigious number of palm trees 
grow in the neighbourhood of it, which add greatly to the 
beauty of the profpect, and fupply the inhabitants with great 
quantities of the oil, which they bring to market at Whydah, 
in large callebafhes that contain from five to ten or twelve gal- 
lons each. The King and feveral of his great men have houfes 
here; but they feldom vifit them. 


I was conducted to apartments in a hounfe belonging to one 
of the King’s officers, which are appropriated to the accom~ 
modation of white menon their journey; and was prefented, 
by the man who had the care of it, with a jar of cool water, 
and a pot of the country beer, called pitfo: which favour I 
acknowledged, by returning a flafk of brandy. 


Here we refolved to ftop for the day; and my retinue, having 
depofited their baggage in my apartment, and fufpended the 
cotton hammock in which I travelled, with the mattrefs in it, 
for my night’s lodging, went to the quarters provided for them, 
and left me to recover, in filence and retirement, from the fa- 
tigues of the day ; nor was I interrupted by any impertinent 

curiofity 


* This is not the capital of the former kingdom of Ardra,. but a Dahoman 
town called by the fame name. Vide ante, p. 6s 
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euricfity of the town’s-people during the remainder of it, but 
patted the night without even a bolt to the door, in the moft 
perfe& fecurity. My fleep, however, was greatly interrupted 
by the inceflant howling, roaring, and barking of wild beafts, 
particularly the jackals, called by the natives ¢weetwees, which, 
as if they had been its regular police, continued prowling 
through the town during the whole night, and difturbing us 
meth tweir execrabie cries. “They are fierce, voracious animals, 
zbout the fize of a large maftiff dog, but much ftronger in all 
their parts, particularly the jaws, teeth and legs. ‘Their feet 
are very large, and armed with formidable claws. They quit 
their retreats in the woods foon after dark, and range in troops 
through the towns and plantations, in queit of food. Any 
comeflic animal that is not fecured in a houfe, or at leatt 
within high walls, is fure to become their prey; nothing 
comes amifs to them; when they cannot get better fare, they 
eat any kind of trafh: I have frequently feen the ftomachs of 
thofe that have been killed, full of pieces of broken callebafhes 
that had once contained oi], and of old cow-hides that had been 
ufed for covering the rolls of Portuguefe tobacco. They are 
the greateft devourers of the carcafes of thofe who are executed 
as criminals, or facrificed at the public feftivals. . 


They readily difcover dead bodies that are interred, and drag 
them out of their graves. This is a joint operation of feveral ; 
and when they have got their prey before them, they dance 
and caper round it, with great exultation and howling, for 
fome time, before they devour it. When any of them fingly 
falls in with a prize, he changes the horrid roaring which he 
ufed in the purfuit, to another vile note, which is to fummon 
his companions to come, and partake with him: and it is by 


Q~ _the 
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the fame note that they announce the difcovery of a human grave, 
and collect a party to explore its contents. I never knew an 
inftance where they attacked a cow, that they did not feize the 
udder firft; and in Whydah, where they are very numerous, I 
have often known cows refcued from them, with the lofs of that 
part, by the exertions of the people, when they have run imme« 
diately to the place where the piteous bellowings of the poor ani- 
mal direGted them. Iam furprized that Monf. Bujfon fhould omit 
to mention, that though this animal has a ftrong refemblance 
in figure to the wolf and canine fpecies, it differs from them 
in a flriking feature, by having only two teats, which are 
placed one on each fide of the breaft, like a monkey. * 


Early on the next morning, February 2d, we continued our 
journey acrois a very agreeable country, and having paffed 
through two villages, ftopped at a town called Havee, and 
breakfafted: it is but an inconfiderable place, though the King 
has a houfe in it. Our ftay here was no longer than neceflary, 
and we proceeded to Whybow ; which place I reached about 
ten o’clock, and was kindly received by the hofpitable old 
Caboceer, who provided an excellent dinner for me, and gave 
my whole retinue abundant proof of his liberality, by fupplying 
them plentifully with good cheer. This old man’s name was 
Jabrakou; he had been a warrior in his youth, and having 
acquitted himfelf with reputation, was rewarded with the 
government of this town. I found him a keen fportfman: he 


did 


* Mirifica pudendorum conformatio extat. A foemina, mas haud facile 
dignofci poteft. Latitant penis ac teftes intus, fubter cutem hypogaftricam. 
Per foramen effluit urina3 penisque in coitu detruditur. Tantam autem rima 
labiis muliebribus profert fimilitudinem, ut, fpecie prima, valde ambiguum 
fexus cftimetur, et quali Hermaphroditicum. 
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did not like domeftic animals, he faid, but the chace furnifhed 
him with a variety of delicacies ; and he thewed me his larder, 
which was well ftored with buffalo, venifon of different fizes 
and forts, wild hog, and Agoutz, or Bufh-Cat. Of all thefe 
he prefied me to partake for my journey, which though I 
declined as having no occafion for them; yet, on coming away, 
heinfifted on my accepting a coupleof nice Guinea fowls, which 
he faid he had ordered to be roafted for my fupper. It was 
with much difficulty I prevailed upon him to accept a fmall 
prefent in return; which he refufed to do, until I prom#ed 
to fpend a few days with him ona hunting party, at my 
return. 


I recollect Monf. Buffon fays, the Agouti is peculiar to the 
new world, and is foundno where but in America; yet they 
abound in this part of Africa, are gregarioug animals, and are 
eiteemed a great dainty by the natives. The Bufh-cat, by 
which name it is diftinguithed by the Britifh traders at this 
coait, approaches nearly, in the length of its body, to that of 
a full grown hare, and is rather thicker. The body, when 
divetted of its fkin, appears incafed with fat, like a hog. 
The tail is fhort, and not buihy. I do not remember the 
number of its claws; but the feet are fnall, and do not feemn 
formed for burrowing in the earth. The hinder legs are longer 
than the fore ones, and the ears are rounded and fhort. The 
lads who feized and brought them to me for fale, related that 
the practice was to wait for thefe animals in their haunts, 
morning and evening; taet they were generally feen in compa- 
nies, or probably families of fifteen or twenty, following 
ene’ another in the fame path. The head-moft were fuffered to 
pais on unmuleited, and then an afiault was made upon the rear 


Cre of 
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of the party with fticks ; by this manceuvre, two or three were 
ufually taken prifoners. On my afking the reafon why they 
did not make their firft attack upon the leaders ? they replied, 
that in fucha cafe the affailants would be expofed to the fury of 
all that followed, and that their bite was extremely fevere ; which 
I was induced to believe, as they are furnifhed with two very — 
formidable incifory teeth in the upper jaw. By beginning with 
the rear, they told me there was little danger; becaufe, thofe 
which were already pafled, continued to march on, without 
difturbing themfelves about the fate of their companions. The 
muzzle of the Bu/b-cat, except the upper lip, which is divided 
like a hare’s, is not very unlike that of a rat; the upper jaw 
projecting confiderably beyond the lower. Inftead of foft hair, 
this animal is covered with harfh, coarfe, ftiff briftles, which 
adhere fo little to the fkin, as to be feparated by a flight touch. 
This creature is endued with a power of erecting its briftles, 
which are of a brownith colour, clouded with dark fpots. It 
is on the authority of the Brafilian Portuguefe captains, who 
trade to Whydah, that I {uppofe this animal to be the Agouti ; 
for they affure me, that it is not at all different from thofe 
which are fo common in Brafil; and the French captains, 
who had been at Cayenne, concur in the fame opinion. The 
African Agouti is very fat, and its flefh taftes greafy and ftrong, 
unlefs it has been cured by fmoak ; which is a preparation that 
makes it exceedingly palatable. * 


Having 


* Pifo (Hift. Nat. lib. 3.) enumerates five fpecies of the Lepus in Brafil ; 
of which the Agouti is the third. In the circumftances particularly of its 
bulk and fpots, the Bufh-cat of Whydah feems to have a nearer refemblance to 
the Paca, which ftands foremoft in his claffification. The American Agouti 
jsrather a fmaller animal ; has fhort round ears; its hinder feet are armed with 

fix. 
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Having flaid with this friendly old man until evening, I 
fet off for /ppsy, which is an hour and a half’s journey ; 
and lodged there, in a houfe provided, by the king’s order, for 
the accommodation of white people. I was now come to the 
difagreeable and fatiguing part of the journey, and judged fome 
reft neceflary, previous to entering upon it. Here the great 
wea? commences, thréugh which, the path is fo narrow, 

crooked, 


fix claws, and its anterior with only four: when it is eating, it holds the food 
between its fore paws, and fits ereét on its haunches. It produces feventeen 
young ones ata litter, thrice in the year. In Pere Labat’s Voyage aux Dfles de 
P dmerique, isa bad figure of it; but hisdefcriptionis very correct. He {peaks 
of three fpecies obferved in the Caribbeeiflands, Peter Martyr allots the fame: 
number to the ifland of St. Domingo: they were the common food of the 
Indians, who called them the Ut, or Outi, which fearcely differs from the 
continental name, /couti. 

That it is common to Africa and America, is a curious fa&. Are we to 
fuppofe, that there once exifted an actual junction of the two continents ? Or, 
that an intercourfe of navigation prevailed between them in remote ages, prior 
toany hiftory or tradition that has reached us? To the former fuppofition it 
will be objected, that the elephant, and other quadrupeds of Africa, have never, 
(as far as we are informed) been feen in America, either by the Indian Abo- 
rigines, or by the firft European difcoverers; and that America, in its turn,. 
poflefles fome not yet known to exift in Africa, as the Zamandua, &c. Navi- 
eators, indeed, might tranfport from one country tothe other, a breed of the 
fmaller efculent quadrupeds, as the Agouti, for example. This is a fubject 
upon which a great deal of various conjecture may be hazarded; but of which. 
nothing can now with certainty be known. 


Father Labat, who was an admirer of good cheer, to fhew he was not unin-- 
firucted in the art of cookery, gives usa receipt for the beft manner of dreffing this 
animal. He tells us, that, ** frft of all, it is to be fealded with milk, like a 
‘¢ pi; and, when intended for the fpit, great care muft be taken to fill its 
« paunch with a rich ftuffing, compofed of the harflet, mixed with yolks of 
‘Cegos, fweet herbs, and fpicery. 1 have eaten it, (fays he), many a time,. 
«¢ dreffed according to this, and other fafhions, and always found it an excel-- 


 Jent difh,. and of eafy digeftion.” Tom. III. fol..a5. 
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crooked, and bad, that it is impaflable to be carried in a 
hammock, even at the prefent, which is the beft and drieft 
feafon of the year: during the rains, it is almoft impaffable. 


We entered the wood at three o’clock in the morning, Fe- 
bruary 3d, with the advantage of a bright moon and {ferene 
{ky. The captain of the guard difpofed his men, fome in front, 
fome in rear, with loaded mufkets, to defend us from the 
attacks of wild beafts, with which this dreary wood abounds ; 
on each fide of me, two of the hammock men carried lan- 
terns with lighted candles in them, on which the natives have 
great reliance for terrifying the beafts of prey: the whole party 
finging, and fhouting as loud as they could bellow; blowing 
their trumpets, and firing mufkets occafionally ; which, with 
the chattering of monkeys, alarmed at our approach, the 
{qualling of parrots, the roaring of wild beafts, and the crathing 
and ruftling of elephants through the underwood, formed the 
moft horrid difcord that can be conceived. 


After a fatiguing march of five hours, we reached Agrimee, 
a {mall town on the oppofite fide of the wood; where we 
halted fome time, to breakfaft; and then refumed our journey 
to Calmina, which we reached in two hours. Calwuna is a 
large town, and may contain about fifteen thoufand inhabit. 
ants. The King frequently refides here, and has a fpacious 
houfz, which occupies, with its appendages, almoft as much 
ground as St. “ames’s Park: it is enclofed with a high mad 
wall, which forms nearly a fquare. On a former vifit, I 
nicafured one fide of it, and found it ove thoufand feven hundred 


paces 
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paces long*; in the centre is a gateway, and large guard-houfe,. 
on the roof of which, are expofed, a great number of fkulls of 
prifoners taken in war. 


At Calmina, I was introduced into apartments in the May- 
hou’s houfe, where I met a meffenger from him, with com~ 
pliments to congratulate me on my fafe arrival ; and defiring to: 
be informed, what time I propofed to enter Abomey, and. 
whether I would confent to be received im /fate, by the great 
officers of the court ? a ceremony which confifts of the prime 
minifter, and other head men, meeting the vifitor about half 
amile from town, on horfeback ; with numerous attendants,. 
under arms, who perform their military exercife, and fire a 
few rounds of mufketry. After which, the great men alight,. 
and receive the ftranger under the fhade of large umbrellas ; 
prefent him firft with a tumbler of cool water, and after- 
wards with a {mall glafs of fpirits, which is drank to the 
king’s health; and then the whole body accompany him into 
the town. 


I declined this honour, as agreeing but badly with my prefent 
fatigue: and having difmiffed the meflenger, charged with 
compliments, on my part, to his mafter ; I remained there till 
evening. In theinterim, an old lady of the houfe provided 
me with an excellent dinner ; which came very feafonably, as 
the porters, with my provifions, did not arrive in time, owing | 
to their fatigue in crofling the wood. 


I left Calmina, at five in the evening, and profecuted my 
journey for Abomey, which I reached in two hours.. The inter- 
mediate 


* From the ftature of Mr, Norris, this is nearly as many yards, or about an: 
Englith mile. J. F. 
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mediate country is cleared of trees ; and the road, which is an 
excellent one, lying high, affords a pleafing profpeét of the 
country. I fouid itin high cultivation ; chiefly of corn and 
callivances, for the fupply of the adjoining towns. Half way 
between Calminaand Abomey, is a country houfe of the King’s, 
called Dawhee, which was the ancient refidence of his family, 
and the capital of their little territory, before they emerged 
from their original obfcurity. 


On my arrival at the gate of Abomey, I was faluted with 
fifteen guis, and conducted to the white men’s apartments in 
the Meyhou’s houfe; whofe fteward waited on me, with a 
prefent from his matter, of a jar of cool water, a pot of pitto, 
and fome fowis. This officer foon made his appearance, 
accompanied by the Yavougah, or vice-roy of Wydah, and 
prefented the King’s compliments, on my fafe arrival, and 
efcape from accidents or ficknefs on the journey. This polite- 
nefs was followed by a prefent from the King, of a fheep, 
fome fowls, two jars of pitto, two bafkets of corn-four, a 
callebath of palm oil, one of falt, anda flafk of brandy. 


aving had occafion to mention the Mayhou, it may be 
neceffary to explain his office, and that of a few others, who 
will be introduced in the fequel. The prime minifter is called 
the Tamegan: he is the firft civil officer of the ftate, and ranks 
immediately after the King ; he is the on/y perfon in his domi- 
nions whofe head the King may not take offat his pleafure : it 
is the Tamegan’s duty to affift the King with his advice, 
and to aid him in the cares of government; and upon the 
deceafe of the King, he and the Mayhou have the power 
of appointing which of his fons is to fucceed him. : The next 
in 
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in rank is ftyled the Mayhou ; he is alfo a counfellor of the king, 
and aéts as mafter of the ceremonies ; he directs, or fuperintends 
the public feftivals of the court ; and has the care of all ftrangers 
that vilit Dahomy, whether Europeans, Moors, or Negro 
ambaffadors, from neighbouring ftates. ‘The Tamegan and he, 
are judges in criminal cafes ; and one or other of them are 
almoit conitantly with the king, informing him of every cir- 
cumitance that pafles. The gaow is commander in chief of 
the army. The Yavougab is vice-roy of Whydab; the literal 
tranilation of his title is, ‘* Captain of the white men*.” »The 
‘fabou is mafter of the horfe; he has the care of criminals, and 
is to fee their punithments inflicted; he has alfo the fuperin- 
tendance of the plantations, which fupply the king’s houthold 
with provifions ; and is to fee that the women who are to cultivate 
them are not remifs in the difcharge of their duty. Thefe are 
the principal perfonages of the kingdom; to which offices 
they have no hereditary claim ; being appointed to them by the 
King’s particular favour, arifing from the opinion he entertains 
of their qualifications ann abilities. 


The court was engaged at this time in the celebration of a 
grand feftival, which continues feveral weeks, and is called ** zhe 
annual cuftoms ;” when the king waters the graves of his ancef- 
tors with the blood of many human victims. The governors 
of the forts at Whydah are expected to attend, and make a 
prefent on the occafion ; which fliould confift of at leaft one 
piece of Indian damaik, or fome other handfome filk. ‘Fhe 
vice-roy of Whydah, and the governors of the different towns 
and provinces, muft be there with their prefents alfo; and give 
: R an 
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an account of their conduct, and of every circumftance which 
the king withes to be informed of. They who acquit them- 
felves to his fatisfaction, have the honour to receive fome mark 
of his approbation; which is generally a large cotton cloth, 
manufactured in the Eyeo country, of excellent workmanthip, 
which they afterwards wear for an upper garment. The black 
merchants, or trading men, and indeed every head of a family, 
mutt alfo attend for a few days, and bring a quantity of cowries, 
proportioned to their circumftances, Each of them endeavours 
to make his prefent, which is in fact a fax, as refpectable as he 
can ; and would be reprimanded, or perhaps punifhed, if he did 
not do fo. They are all attended by their domeftics ; and the 
young fellows among them, who are defirous of having female 
companions, bring, each, the favings of their induftry, if it 
amount to five cabef/s, or twenty thoufand cowrzes, which they: 
lay before the king’s gate; and proftrating themfelves in the: 
duft, beg to be favoured with wives; which is generally com- 
plied with. The females are handed out from the palace, and 
diftributed among the petitioners, and the cowrzes received in 
return. Each muft take the female that is affigned him: be 
fhe old or young, handfome or deformed, he is obliged to receive 
her. Sometimes I have known the king’s wives,. who are the 
agents in this bufinefs, hand out, in malicious fport, the man’s 
mother to him; whom he muft maintain afterwards, and wait, 
content, till his circumftances enable him to wy his luck on 
fome future occafion. 


The ftate principles from which this mode of fupplying 
wives is derived are, that ‘* parents have no fort of property in 
.¢¢their children in the Dahoman territories:” they ‘ belong 
«entirely to the king,” are taken from their mothers at an 

early 
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early age, and diftributed in villages remote from the places of 
their nativity; where they remain fubject to his future appro- 
bation of them, with but little chance of their being ever feen, 
or at leait recognized by their parents, afterwards. The motive 
for this is, that there may be no family conne€tions, or combi- 
nations ; no afluciations, that might be injurious to the king’s 
unlimited power. Hence, each individual is detached, and 
unconnected ; and having no relative for whom he is interefted, 
is folicitous only for his own fafety ; which he confults, by the 
mo abject fubmifiion and obedience. Here, paternal affections, 
and filial love, fcarcely exift. Mothers, inftead of cherifhing, 
endeavour to fupprefs thofe attachments for theirofispring, which 
they know will be violated, as foon as their children are able to 
undergo the fatigue of being removed from them. 


On the annual return of the Cu/foms, at which all muft 
attend, unlefs prevented by ficknefs, every perfon being imme- 
diately in the king’s power; they who have been guilty of any 
delinquency, are apprehended without any trouble, and inquiry 
into fmall offences is frequently deferred to that time; but, 
on a fufpicion of crimes that merit immediate inveftigation, 
fuch as imprudent familiarity with the king’s women, witch- 
craft, or theft, the offender is vifited by certain meflengers, 
calied 4a/f-beads*, who bring the criminal before the ma- 
giftrate cf the town; and if the offence be proved, they either 
carry his head with them, in a bag, to fhew the king that 

R2 fentence, 


* From having one half of their heacs fhaved, and the hair permitted to 
grow to its full length on the other ; which, with balf a dozen firings of human 
teeth that reach from the right fhoulder acrofs the breaft and back to the oppo- 
fire knee, gives them a ftrange appearance. R, N. 
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fentence has been executed, or conduct him to the capital, to 
receive his punifhment there, 


At this time too the king informs himfelf, particularly, of 
the behaviour of each of his flaves: the meaneft of whom has 
accefs to him upon this oceafion, and, if injured, has an oppor- 
tunity of applying perfonally, and in private, for redrefs: which 
is a check on the condu& of thofe in power, and, no doubt, 
prevents them from opprefling their inferiors. There are indeed 
but few inftances of perfonal injuries in this country ; for as 
they are a// flaves to the king, thofe who enjoy any pre-emi- 
nence are cautious how they abufe their fellow flaves, left they 
incur the difpleafure of their common mafter ; and from this 
terror, in quarrels between equals, they content themfelves 
with exprefling their indignation in mutual invective; and 
rarely proceed to blows, left a £ing’s flave fhould be hurt, which 
would be of ferious confequences to the aggreffor. 


I was fuffered to remain uninterrupted in my apartments the 
day after myarrival, to recover from the fatigue of the journey ; ex~ 
cept that, towards evening, an old man begged leave to come in ; 
and, approaching with great refpect, produced a fimall calabath, 
containing a few pebbles, which he turned out upon the floor, 
and counting them deliberately over, fhewed me there were fifteen 
of them, which I recollected was the zumber of guns that were 
fired on the preceding evening; and finding that he was the 
gunner, I paid him his perquilite of an * ackey of cowries, and 
a flafk of brandy, and defired him to thew me hisartillery; to 
which he readily agreed, and conducted me to an open {pace in 


the: 
* One thoufand, value 2s. 6d. A, D.. 
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the town, where I found twenty-two two pounders, and two 
fixes, without any carriages ; not arranged for defence, but 
lying on logs of wood, to be fired occafionally for falutes, and. 
on public rejoicings.. 


The town is large, and may contain about twenty-four thou 
fard inhabitants. It is built without any order, or the leaft 
regard paid to the regularity of the ftreets. A number of finall 
huts for the women, and a fhady piazza or two for the matter, 
the whole inclofed with a high mud wall, form the accommo-- 
dations of each family. It is fituated upon a dry gravelly plain, 
and is fupplied with water from a rivulet near two miles off, 
which makes that article dear: a number of women being. 
employed in carrying it round the town, in earthen pots, to fell. 
The town is furrounded by a wide and deep ditch§, but has no 
breaft-work ; nor does it appear how they have difpofed of the 
clay that has been dug out of it, unlefs it has been expended in. 
conftructing the mud walls of their houfes. There are, in 
diferent places, four wooden bridges acrofs this ditch, and a. 
suard-houfe at each, in which fome foldiers are ftationed. 


The King has two houfes, called Dahomy and Gringomy,. 
in the town; and another without the gates, called Dam- 
pogey; they are about the fame dimenfions as that at Calmina ;. 
and, like ir, are inclofed by a mud wall, about twenty feet 
high. In paffing the guard-houfe, at the door of Gringomy 
palace, I obferved a great number of human fkulls, fixed on. 
{mall ftakes on the roof of it, which had belonged.to prifoners: 

taken: 


§ It is fo deep, that the lofty trees planted in its bottom reach very little: 
above the furface. Capt. Fayrer. J. F. 
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taken in war. On each fide of the door was a pile of human 


heads, at leaft fifty in cach; and at a few yards diftance, oppo- 


fiie to the decor, wasa {mall Rage, about ten feet high, on which 
lay about two dozen heads of unfortunate vidtims, who had been 
facrificed a few days before, at fome of the late feftivals. 


Onmy return, I received a meflage from the King, who de- 
fired to fee me next morning, in Dahomy-houfe. I prepared 
accordingly for my vifit, by unpacking a very handfome fedan 
chair, and a chamber organ, which I had previoufly fent up 
from Whydah. Thefe I conveyed early in the morning by my 
porters to the palace, and followed them, at ten o’clock, 
February 5, accompanied by my linguift. I was received at the 
door by the Mayhou. On each fide of it was a human head, 
recently cut off, lying on a flat ftone, with the face down, and 
the bloody end of the neck towards the entrance. In the guard- 
houfe were about forty women, armed with a mufket and cut- 
lafs each; and twenty eunuchs, with bright iron rods in their 
hands; one of whom flipped away, to announce my arrival. 
‘The Mayhou, walking cautioufly forward, conducted me through 
the firft court to a door, near which were two more heads, 
where he proftrated himfelf, and kiffed the ground ; on which 
it was opened by a female, and we entered a fecond court, two 
fides of which were formed by long fhady piazzas. In this we 
were met by the Tamegan and Yavougah, who, with the May- 
hou, frequently knelt down, and kiffed the ground, pronouncing 
aloud fome of the King’s titles, as we walked acrofs this court, 
in which were ranged fix human heads. From this we pafled 
through a third door into the court, where the King waited for 
us. He was feated on a handfome chair of crimfon velvet, 
ornamented with gold fringe, and placed on a carpet, ina fpa~. 

cious 
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cious cool piazza. which o¢cupied one fide of the court. He- 
was {moaking tobacco, and had on a gold-laced hat, witha plume 
ef oftrich feathers. He wore a rich crimfon damafk robe, 
wrapped loofely round him; yellow flippers, but no ftockings. 
Several women were employed fanning him; and others, with 
whiiks, to chace away the flies. One woman, on her knees. 
before him, helda gold cup for him to fpit in. 7 


When the door which led into this court was opened, the: 
Tamegan and his two companions immediately fell down,. 
rubbed their foreheads in the duft, kiffed’ the ground repeatedly, 
and approached the King, crawling on their hands and knees, 
proftrating themfelves frequently, and throwing the duft plen- 
tifully, with both hands, upon their heads: had it been mud. 
from preceding rain, the fame ceremony would have been per- 


formed. 


Having bowed to the King, I was directed to a chair a few 
yards from him ; and having drunk his health in a fmall glafs of 
brandy, and he mine, he inquired after the health of his brother, 
King George of England; and afked fome queftions refpecting 
my voyage. We converfed, through the medium of my fer- 
yant, who acted as interpreter ; and of the Mayhou, who firft 
kiffed the ground, before he prefumed to repeat the King’s words. 
to my fervant: a cuftom always obferved in every part of the. 
country, as well as in the royal prefence, when a perfon has 
occafion to repeat the king’s words, or deliver any mefiage or 
order of his. After fome converfation, he defired me to let. 
him hear the organ, and appeared much pleafed with the tunes. 
Ithen explained the ufe of the fedan chair; which I repre-. 


fented as much more convenient than the hammock, which he- 
generally, 
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generally ufed. © Half a dozen of his hammock men were then 
introduced, crawling on their hands and knees; and, by his 
defire, I went into the fedan, and, directing them what to do, 
was carried by them all in turns, until they appeared to be pretty 
expert at their bufinefs. He then went into it himfelf, and 
was carried repeatedly round the court, amidit the fhouts and 
acclamations of his minifters, his women, and his hammock men, 
It was a fmart fhowy thing, covered with red morocco leather, 
and lined with white filk. He was aftonifhingly delighted with 
it, and diverted himfelt with opening and drawing the curtains, 
which he deemed a moft ingenious contrivance. At laft, in 
the exultation of his foul, fome of the eunuchs were called in 
to fupply the place of the hammock men ; and the door leading 
from the piazza to his private apartments being opened, he was 
carried by them to difplay bis finery among his women. On 
which I had permiffion to depart, and his nobles retired in the 
fame abjeét manner which they obferved in approaching him. 
In the evening, I purchafed thirty-two flaves, which finifhed 
the bufinefs of the day. 


On the next morning (February 6) I had an invitation to 
come, if it were agreeable, and be a fpectator of fome amufe- 
inents at the king’s gate, at Gringomy, which I accepted, as I 
underftood that the Agaow, or general, had returned, in the 
preceding night, from an expedition againft' the Mahees, and 
had brought fome prifoners, which I wifhed to enquire about. I 
found the Tamegan, Mayhou, Yavougah, Agaow, and Jahou, 
feated on ftools, placed on leopards fkins, at the king’s gate, 
and fheltered under large umbrellas from the fun. An accom- 
modation of the fame fort was provided for me. A great con- 
courfe of people was affembled; but I found it was not a time 

or 


OF BOSSA AHADEE, 129 


or place for bufinefs, fo entertained myfelf with the droll diftor- 
tions, and antic dances of a multitude of people, to the harth 
mutfic of a variety of inftruments. Amidft all this feftivity, 
thould a man’s foot flip, and occafion him to fall, it is regarded 
as a bad omen, and the poor wretch is immediately taken out 
of the crowd, and his head ftruck off, without any interruption 
to the dance, which goes on, as if nothing had happened. 


To thefe fucceeded a troop of about two hundred and fifty 
fernales, whofe motions and grimaces were ftill more comic, if 
poflible, than what had preceded. This band was compofed 
of ladies of pleafure, ordered to be fuch by royal authority. 
This is a precaution taken by government to prevent the peace 
of private families being violated, and is perhaps more necefflary 
here than in any other ftate, as adultery is feverely punifhed, and 
every indifcretion of gallantry expofes the delinquents to death, 
or flavery: efpecially too, as the people of rank engrofs the 
major part of the women. 


The King’s feraglio confifts of between three and four thou- 
fand. His principal men have from one hundred to three or 
four hundred wives each ; and people inhumbler ftations, from 
halfa dozen to twenty. From this unequal diftribution, in 
which the rights of mankind are infringed, and their wants 
egregioufly mifcalculated, the lower clafs remain unprovided 
with female companions: but in every town there is a certain 
number of women, proportioned to its fize, who are to be 
obliging to every cuftomer that offers. The price of their 
favours is regulated, and very moderate; and though thefe 
poor creatures pay a heavy tax annually, which was the occafion 
of their being convened at prefent, yet by brewing {mall beer, 

S and 
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and breeding poultry for fale, added to what their occupation — 
brings in, they are enabled to live: and I am inclined to think 
there are wretches in the world, of the fame profeffion, more 
miferable than thefe. 


Whatever entertainment this fcene might have afforded, it 
was damped by my fervant’s officioufnefs, in pointing out feven 
men, with their ankles and wrifts fecured round tall pofts, fixed 
in the ground, where they were to remain till the night pre- 
ceding the next feftival, when their heads were to be ftruck off. 
Thefe unhappy victims, though confcious of their impending 
fate, were not indifferent to the mufic, which they feemed to 
enjoy, by endeavouring to beat time to it. An equal number 
of horfes were likewife faftened to ftakes, on the oppofite fide, 
and were to fuffer the fame fate.* I foon took my leave, and 
quitted this {cene of diftrefs; but had not proceeded far, before 
I was almoft fuffocated by an infupportable ftench, which, upon 
looking round, I found to proceed from the heads of thirty-two 
horfes and thirty-fix men, who had been maflacred on two 
preceding feftivals, not for any crime of theirs, but asa facrifice 
to the miftaken grandeur of the king, and agreeable to cuftom 


immemorial. 


Directing my courfe from thence towards the market-place, 


1 found at the entrance of it two gibbets, about twenty feet 
high, 


* It is an anclent cuftom amongtft favage nations to offer up all kinds of animals 
taken in wars The Hermunduri, in a war with the Catti, after it was over, 
made one general facrifice of men, horfes, &c. ‘ Vidtores diverfam aciem Marti ac 
© Mercuris facravire, quo voto equi, viri, sundae vila gccidioni dantur.” “Tacits 


Annalium Lib. 13,in fine. J.F. 
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high, with a murdered nian hanging naked by the ankles to 
each; and at the other end of the market, two other gibbets, 
furnifhed in the fame manner. Thefe poor wretches had been 
put to death by blows of heavy clubs on the head, and had their 
privities cut clofe off, that thedelicacy of the King’s women, 
who had to march under them, in proceflion, on a feftival, 
about eight days before, might not be offended. The birds of 
prey were tearing out their bowels, and devouring them piece- 
meal; which the natives looked at without the leaft emotion ; 
only admiring the grandeur of the King, who could defray the 
expence of fuch exhibitions. I obferved in the market, that 
the fleth of dogs was expofed for fale here, as well as at Why- 
dah, in common with that of other animals. 


February 7th. Early this morning I went to the gate of 
Dahomy houte, to fee a proceflion of the King’s women, who 
came out, in number about feven hundred, neatly dreffed, and 
danced in the parade before the guard-houfe, where a number 
of men under arms were drawn up at a diftance, to prevent the 
populace from approaching them. Upon their retiring, the 
Agaow advanced with about five thoufand men under arms, 
who went through the various evolutions of their exercife ; and 
concluded with a general dance, and fome war-fongs. After 
which, I went in to pay my refpects to the King, and by his 
defire played over the tunes on the chamber-organ. It had 
three barrels, which made it rather too complicated a bufinefs 
for him. It played feveral agreeable tunes, and fome felec& 
marches; but he preferred the undred and fourth pfalm; and 
I fixed the barrel to that, at his requeft, for his future amufe- 
ment. 

DB February 
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February 8th. This morning I received a meffage from the 
King, to wait on him at Dahomy houfe; which I did, and 
found him fitting in a piazza, dreffed in a filk night-gown. 
Having bowed to him, I was directed to a chair, where fome 
flaves were ready to hold a large umbrella over me. The King 
was attended by his great officers of ftate, and the parade crowded 
with a multitude of the populace. At a little diftance from 
me fat a dozen {warthy men, withturbans on their heads, and 
cloathed with cotton fhirts, made like furplices, long loofe 
drawers or trowfers of the fame, and morocco leather flippers. 
Thefe people are called here Malays; they fpeak and write 
Arabic; and are fuppofed to come from the northern part of 
Africa, from the confines of morocco, and the ftates of Bar- 
bary. They travel to this, and other parts of Africa, more 
remote; for they vifit Angola, apparently from motives of 
trade; and yet 1 could not difcover that they purfued any 
branch of it, that was of importance enough to be an object. 
They buy hides, and fkins, which they tan and work into horfe- 
furniture, tobacco pouches, and other ufeful articles ; and carry 
fome bales of fkins back with them. Whatever be the real 
motives of their journey, they behave with propriety, and are 
courteoufly received, and much refpected wherever they come. 
They profefs the Mahometan religion; and when their long 
lent of Ramadan is over, the King annually kills an elephant 
toteait theme = 


Soon 


* Thefe Malays, or Mullahs, are noticed by Snelgrave, who, on his vifit at 
the camp of Guadja Trudo, the former king of Dahomy, obferved two of 
them, and was informed that they belonged to a far inland nation, bordering 
on the Moors, and, together with thirty-cight others of their countrymen, had 
been taken prifoncrs at different times, whilft they were trading from one 

country 
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Soon after I was feated, the mufic, which, befides trumpets, 
flutes, and bells, confifted principally of a multitude of drums, 
of various fizes, began to play, and a numerous crowd danced. 
to this rough Harmony. When one band was tired, they were 
relieved by another, and thefe by two more. After fome time, 
tables were {pread with abundance of good viétuals, at one of 
which I dined, as did alfo the Mallays atanother. Adahoonzou, 
the King’s eldeft fon, and heir apparent, who knew me on former 
vilits here, {quatted down behind my chair, and condefcended: 
to receive a roafted fowl, and fome other things, which I handed. 
to him from my table. But the King never eats in public ; it 
is even criminal to fuppofe he ever eats at all; or that he is fo: 
much like other mortals, as to want the refrefhment of fleep. 
When the repaft was over, the mufic was renewed ; and the 

King: 


country to another. They were in fact itinerant Arabs, pofiibly mongrels,. 
expert in writing Arabic, and in the art of dying witha variety of colours, 
goat and fheep fkins, which they manufactured into cartouch-boxes, bags for: 
holding gunpowder, and trappings for horfes. By thefe valuable talents they 
had fo far attracted the admiration and efteem of their conqueror, that he treated: 
them with extraordinary marks of favour. The title of Mullahs, or Mollahs,, 
which properly belongs to an order of Mahometan priefts, whofe office it is to. 
fupervife and controul the Cadis, may poffibly be affumed to give themfelves a 
greater air of dignity; and it is not improbable, but that under the unfufpected 
appearance of traders, they may be fecretly employed as miffionaries, to make 
known and fpread the do@rines of the Koran among thefe interior black. 
nations. If the negroes fhould ever be difpofed to lay afide their own heredi~- 
tary fuperititions, it is hardly a doubt but they will embrace Mahometifm in- 
preieresce to any other religious fyitem, becaufe it allows polygamy, Alatters. 
their prejudices in many other refpects, and will induce a conformity of faith 
and marners with their northern and north-eaftern neighbours. But as yer,, 
they do not feem, in general, inclined to adopt a change. The remnant of 
the Whydahs, who had efcaped the edge of Guadja Trudo’s fword, were abun— 
cantly thankfu! to him, for permitting them to continue in the enjoyment of: 
their jnaze-warfoip, 


434 A JOURNEY TO DTRrecoun.,T 


King advanced into the parade, followed by a guard of twenty- 
four women, armed each with a blunderbufs, where he danced 
for fome time, to convince his fubjects of his health and activity : 
to their inexpreffible joy and fatisfaction, which they manifefted 
in the loudeft acclamations. He then teftified his approbation 
of the performance of his muficians, by rewarding them with 
eighty ounces * of cowries, which were brought in by three 
hundred and twenty of his wives, each carrying a cabe/s, or four 
thoufand of them, ina brafs pan, which they diftributed to 
the drummers, who departed, highly fatisfied ; and I alfo took 
any leave, and withdrew. 


February 8. On my arrival this morning at Gringomy- 
houfe, I found a vaft concourfe of people affembled. I was 
received by the Mayhou, who conduéted me into a fpacious 
parade; on each fide of the entrance were three human heads, 
that had been cut off the night before; and in the centre was 
erected a lofty tent, or large umbrella, fhaped like a fugar-loaf, 
about fifty feet high, and forty feet wide; it was open below, 
and refted on a circular range of fmall iron rails, through which 
the king could have a view of what paffedin the parade. He 
foon made his appearance, and feated himfelf, amidft the fhouts 
and acclamations, of the people under his tent, on an elegant 
armed chair, covered with crimfon velvet, and ornamented with 
carving and gilding. I was placed under the fhade of a large 

umbrella, 


* An ounce here means an ounce vaiue, of which there are two forts: the 
ounce of gold, worth four pounds fterling; and the ounce ¢rade, of only 
half that value, which is the quantity alluded to. Now, this being given in 
cowries, the weight of each ounce is about forty-two pounds avoirdupoife, and 
zhe whole quantity about a ton and a half weight. See the following Table. J.F. 


Shite 


ey iat 
RW 


Soe 
pa 


as 
——— 


= Se LER, 
: ae " 
RE i, 
<= = Ped 
Spee = Ys 
a =. ae a aoe 
——— aes 
ais Y 
ee 
——— = 
if 
Game 
eo 


eo 
Pee “s . 
= 


=e 


so 


ern oe 


SS ee 


-.aih 
2S 
= se 

—< e 


<= 


DF SVOSSA AHADEE. 135 


umbrella, the Mallays on my right, and on my left about thirty 

eunuchs, with each a bright iron rod in his hand, and drefied. 
likewomen. After the mufic had played about halfan hour, 

with the confufed noife of which, and the fhouts and fongs of 
the multitude, I was almoft ftunned; a droll harlequin en- 

tered, whoentertained the King with an odd fort of dance, and 

fired occafionally a blunderbufs, with five barrels, which gave 

the King fo much fatisfaction, that he fent him five cabefs of 
cowries, or fifty fhillings. * 


The proceffion then began, with a guard of an hundred and. 
twenty men, carrying blunderbuffes, who marched out two 
a-breait; next, fifteen of the King’s daughters, fine comely 
women, in the prime of life, attended by fifty female flaves ; 
after them marched, in regular order, one by one, feven hun- 
dred and thirty of his wives, bearing provifions and liquors for 
an entertainment in the market-place ; thefe were followed by 
a guard of ninety wonaen under arms, with drums beating. A 
table was then laid, and I breakfafted, whilft the proceffion. 


Six troops advanced, each confifting of feventy 
women, 


continued. 


= A complete table of the Danoman monies, numbers, and weights, collected: 


fcom the feveral authors. 
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avoirdupoife, the weights in the laft column are determined. J. F.. 


136 A JOURNEY TO THE COURT 


women, with a diftinguifhed favourite walking under an um- 
brella at its head. She who led the van was held by the 
King and her attendants as too facred to be feen; fo that they 
fecured her effeCtually from my fight with the umbrella, and 
certain long targets of leather, covered with red and blue 
taffeta, with which they encompaffed her. In the laft troop 
were two umbrellas, and four favourites, very fine women, who 
were faid to be in higher efteen with the King than any, except 
the lady before mentioned. All thefe entertained the King with 
their fongs and dances as they pafled; and the favourites went 
into the tent to pay their refpects, and received confiderable 
prefents of cowries from him. 


The women were fucceeded by ten bands of his younger 
children, fifteen in each, from about feven to fifteen years old, 
each band confifting of thofe that were nearly of the fame age 
and fize. Seven troops of fifty women each followed next, each 
troop preceded by two Englith flags: thefe, like the former, 
amufed his Majefty with their fongs and droll dances. Four 
of them particularly engaged my attention; their drefs was too 
extravagant to be defcribed; each had a long tail fixed to her 
rump, which feemed to be a flip of leopard’s {kin, fewed up 
and ftuffed, which, by a dexterous wriggle of her hips, fhe 
whirled round like a fling, with furprifing velocity: thefe like- 
wife had a fhare of their mafter’s bounty, and marched off 
loaded with cowries. Befides thefe, there were fifty or fixty 
women employed about the King’s perfon, going on meflages, 
and diftributing prefents, which he dealt about him witha 
liberal hand. 


When 
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When the women had marched out, the eunuchs gan theif 
fongs in the King’s praife; enumerating his titles, and pro- 
claiming his grandeur and actions, in terms of the moft fulfome: 
adulation, which continued until the women had made the 
neceflary preparations for him in the market-place. Then the 
King retired, and the procefiion began in the following order = 
Firit, two coaches, drawn by twelve men each ; next, the fedan 
chair; then three hammocks, {creened from the fun by large 
fumptuous umbrellas of gold and filver tiffue, and covered with 
canopies of the fame; each of thefe was furrounded by a very 
ftrong guard, and the King was in one of them, but whether in. 
coach, chair, or hammock, would have been prefumptuous, 
even criminal, for any of the attendants to venture to guefs. 
My hammock followed, and then five other hammocks, be- 
longing to the great officers of the ftate, accompanied by an. 
immente crowd of attendants and fpectators. 


We then proceeded in this manner to Ajawhee market, 
dire@tly under five gibbets, with a man hanging on each, as. 
defcribed before, who had been murdered in the preceding night. 
for that purpofe. We then entered a large parade, inclofed 
with different kinds of cloth, extended on rails, to keep off the 
populace: adjoining one end of it was a higher inclofure of 
finer cloth for the King. None came into the large parade but. 
the Tamegan, Mahou, Yavougah, Agaow, Jahou, and their 
attendants, except myfelf and fervants: and here I fat down to 
to a dinner, which would have fervedan hundred more. After- 
I had dined, the Tamegan and the other officers attacked the 
remainder; and the crowd without were fo well fupplied with. 
yidtuals and brandy, that every one of them was fully fatished. 


y litgy 
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In the evening [ had Dea to vifit the King; and having 
pafied half an ene with him, returned to i quarters, ful. 
ciently tired with the noife and fatigue of the day. On my 
way, I pafied by the place where 1 had feen the feven men, 
and the like number of horfes, tied two days before. ‘They 
were now gone ; and, I was told, had been murdered on the pre- 
ceding night: but that none of them were thofe upon the 
gibbet, nor thofe whofe heads were in the king’s houfe. 


Nothing material occurred on the three enfuing days, 
which i eaaysliovatle in purchafing fome flaves and ivory; but on 
the 12th I was fummoned again to court, to attend another 
feftival. Only four human heads were placed at the king’s 
door upon this occafion. The dances and the proceffion were 
nearly the fame as before, except that the dreffes and ornaments 
of the women were much more fhowy.. The variety and abun- 
dance of rich filks, filver bracelets, and other ornaments, coral, 
and a profufion of other valuable beads, exceeded my expecta- 
tion. Befides, there was added another troop of forty women, 
with filver helmets; and there was a difplay of the King’s 
furniture and trinkets; moft of the women carrying fomething 
or other of his; fome of them, fine fwords; others, filver- 
mounted guns; above a hundred of them held either gold or 
filver-headed canes in their hands; and that none might be 
unprovided, fome carried candlefticks, and others lamps, perhaps 
fifty at leaft of each, with many other articles, which were all 
held up for the gaping multitude to admire, We dined, as 
before, in the market-place ; and in the evening, when I went 
to wait on the King, a female dwarf was introduced to dance 
before him; in which fhe acquitted herfelf very well: fhe 

feemed 
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feemed to be about thirty years old, and meafured only two feet 
feven inches high; was without any deformity, and tolerably 


well fhaped. 


During this day’s amufements, we were vifited by an Har~ 
mattin, which, if defcribed fcientifically, would furnith a 
curious chapter in the hiftory of winds. Leaving that tafk 
to thofe who are more equal to it, I fhall only endeavour to 
give fome idea of its moft {triking phenomena. 


On that part of the coaft of Africa which extends from 
Cape Verd to Cape Lopez, there are, in the months of De- 
cember, January, and February, frequent returns of a wind, 
from the north-eaft, which is known by the name of the Har. 
“mattan wind. It probably may be felt further to the fouth- 
ward than Cape Lopez, but I cannot fpeak of what occurs in 
countries which I have not vifited. It comes on indifcrimi- 
nately at any hour of the day or night, at any time of the tide, 
or at any period of the moon’s age, and continues a day or two, 
fometimes five or fix; once I knew it to continue a fortnight ; 
and there are generally three or four returns of it every feafon. 
It never rains during an Harmattan; but it fometimes imme- 
diately fucceeds a fhower. It blows with moderate force; not 
quite fo ftrong as the fea-breeze, which in the fair or dry feafon. 
fets from the weft, weft-fouth-weft, and fouth-weft; but 
fomething ftronger than the Jand-wind, which blows at night. 
€ north, and north-north-weft. 
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This wind is always accompanied with an unufual gloomi- 
nets, and hazinefs of the atmofphere. Very few {tars can be 
feen threazh the fog; and the fun, concealed the greateft -part 
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of the day, appears only for a few hours about noon, and then 
of a mild red, exciting no painful fenfation in the eye. No dew 
is perceived during the continuance of this wind; nor is there 
the leaft appearance of any moifture in the atmofphere. Sale 
of Tartar, diffolved in water, foas to run upon a tile, and ex- 
pofed to the Harmattan, even in the night, becomes perfe@ly 
dry again in a few hours. Vegetables of every kind fuffer con.. 
fiderably from it; all tender plants, and feeds juft f{prouting 
above the earth, are killed by it; the moft dourifhing ever- 
greens feel its baneful influence; the branches of the lemon, 
orange, and lime trees, droop; the leaves become flaccid, and 
wither, and their fruits, robbed of their ufual nourifhment, 
are cramped in their growth; and ripen, or rather appear yellow 
and become dry, before they have arrived at half their ufual 
fize. Every thing appears dull andfaded. The grafs withers, 
and dries like hay; of which circumftance the natives avail 
themfelves, to burn it down in the vicinity of the roads ; as well 
to keep them open, as to deftroy the fhelter which it affords to 
wild beafts, or even to enemies that might lurk concealed in 
it. The covers of books, thut up clofely in a trunk, and pro- 
teéted by lying among clothes, bend back as if they had been 
expofed to a fire; the pannels of doors, window-thutters, &c. 
fplit, and the joints of a well-laid floor, of feafoned wood, will 
gape fo wide, that one may lay his finger in them; the fides 
and decks of fhips become quite open and leaky; and veneered 
work flies to pieces, from the contraction of the wood in dif- 
ferent directions: if cafks containing liquor, as wine, or 
{pirits, be not frequentiy wetted on the outfide, they generally 
Jofe their contents. 


The 
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The air becomes confiderably cooler in an Harmattan ; and 
the thermometer (Fahrenheit’s) is generally ten or twelve de- 
grees below the common ftandard. The zatzves complain 
much of the feverity of the weather on thefe occafions, and 
clothe themfelves in their warmeft apparel, to guard againft ic; 
and though that alteration is highly grateful to the Europeans 
refident in the country, yet hey alfo feel many inconveniencies, in 
common with the Blacks: for the eyes, noftrils, lips, and palate, 
becoming difagreeably dry and uneafy, there is a neceflity and 
inclination to drink often, not fo much to quench thirft, as to. 
remove a painful aridity in the fauces. ‘The lips and nofé be. 
come chapped and fore; and though the air is cool, there is a 
difagreeable fenfation of prickling heat upon the fkin, as it had 
been wafhed with fpirits of hartfhorn or ftrong lye. If this 
wind continue five or fix days, the fcarf fkin generally peels off 
from the hands and face; and from the reft of the body, if the. 
Harmattan continues a few days longer. Perfpiration is confi-_ 
derably fuppreffed ; but when fweat is excited by exercife, I 
have found it peculiarly acrid; tafting like fpirits of hartshorn 
diluted with water. 


So far its effects on the animal and vegetable world are very 
difagreeable ; but it is alfo productive of fome good. This 
ftate of the air is extremely conducive to health ; it contributes 
furprifingly to the cure of old ulcers and cutaneous eruptions ; 
perfons labouring under fluxes and intermitting fevers, generally 
recover in an Harmattan; and they who have been weakened 
and relaxed by fevers, and finking under evacuations for the cure 
of them, particularly bleeding, which is often injudicioufly 
repeated, have their lives faved, in fpite of the doctor. It 

ftops 
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ftops the progrefs of epidemic difeafes; the fmall~pox, fluxes, 
and remittent fevers not only difappear, but they who are la- 
bouring under thefe diforders when an Harmattan comes on, are 
almoit fure of a fpeedy recovery. Infection is not then eafily 
communicated. In the year 1770, I had above three hundred 
flaves on board a fhip in Whydah Road, when the fmall-pox 
appeared among them: the greater part of thefe were inocu- 
lated before an Harmatan came on; and about feventy of them 
underwent that operation a few days after it fet in. The for- 
mer got very well through the diforder ; none of the latter had 
either any ficknefs or eruption. We thought we had got 
clear of the diforder; but ina very few weeks it began to appear 
among thefe feventy; about fifty of them were inoculated the 
Jfecond time; the others had it inthe natural way. An Har- 
mattan came on, and they a/ recovered, except one girl, who 
hada malignant ulcer on the inoculated fpot, and died fome 
time-afterwards of a locked jaw. Thefe falutary effects may 
probably be not univerfal; efpecially where the Harmattan may 
come laden with the noifome effluvia of a putrid fwamp, which 
is not the cafe in this part of the country. 


Iam forry to be obliged to diffent from fuch re{pectable au- 
thority as that of Dr. Lind, to whofe labours we are fo muck 
indebted, for his valuable directions for preferving the health 
of feamen. I prefume his account of the Harmattan is derived 
from information, and not from his own obfervations, which 
are univerfally fo juft. Had he experienced it in perfon, he 
could not have called it * fatal and malignant ;” and that *¢ its 
‘© noxious vapour was deftructive to L/acks as well as Whites ;” 
‘or that the mortality which it occafioned was in proportion 
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* to the denfity and duration of the fog.” He feems to con- 
found the falubrity of the Harmattan, with thofe baneful effects 
to the conititution, that follaw the commencement of the 


periodical rains in April and May. 


Thefe rains are ulhered in by hard gufts of wind, from the 
north-eaft, and eait-north-eaft, called Yernadoes, from 2 cor- 
ruption of the Portuguefe word Trovdd2, a thunder-ftorm, 
which occur ufually on the full and change of the moon, about 
the latter end of March, and in the months before mentioned. 
They are accompanied by fevere thunder and lightning, and a 
very heavy fhower of two or three hours continuance; which 
foftens the furface of the earth, that had been parched up by 
the preceding Harmattans, and a fucceflion of fix or eight 
months dry weather in that burning climate; and gives an 
opportunity fer the collected, {tagnating, and putrid vapours, 
confined under its arid {urface, to rife and efcape. Thefe, vola- 
tilifed by the folar rays, which beam forth with redoubled heat, 
when the tornado is over, {trike the nofirils with the moft offen- 
five ftench imaginable, and occafion many bilious vomitings, 
fluxes, remittent and putrid fevers of the worft kind. Befides 
thefe, which are annual, there feems to be a collection of pefti- 
ferous vapours, which remains imprifoned for a longer period, 
and does not emerge above the furface oftener than once in five, 
fix, or feven years. The periods which I recollect to have been 
moft fatal, were in 1755, or 1756, when Governor Melville, 
and moft of the gentlemen and garrifon of Cape Coaft, died ; 
aad in 1763, and 1769.* The mortality in fome of thefe 

years 


* The year 1775 was alfo fatal to many. 
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years, for they were not all equally fatal to the European fet- 
tlers, was fo great, that, as Dr. Lind fays, ‘‘ The living were 
{carce fuflicient to remove and bury the dead.” 


The fog which accompanies the Harmattan, is occafioned by 
an infinite number of {mall particles, floating in the air. They 
are fo minute as to efcape the touch, and elude every inveftiga- 
tion that I could devife. I could not fucceed in attempting to 
examine them by the microfcope ; though a part of them are 
depofited upon the grafs, leaves of trees, and even upon the 
{kin of the Negroes, which they make to appear whitith, or 
rather greyifh. Thefe particles do not fly far above the fur- 
face of the fea; the fog is not fo thick on board the fhips in 
Whydah road, at two or three iniles diftance from the fhore, as 
it is on the beach: and in proportion to the diftance from the 
shore, the fog decreafes. At four or five leagues diftance from 
it, the fog is entirely loft, though the wind is felt ten or twelve 
leagues off. 


Upon a careful inquiry concerning the face of the country, I 
learn, that except a few rivers, and fome fwamps and lakes of 
no confiderable extent, the country behind Whydah, for four 
hundred miles back, is covered with verdure, open plains of 
grafs, with fome clumps of trees, and fome woods or forefts. It 
rifes with a gentle and gradual afcent, for about an hundred and 
fifty miles from the fea, before there is the appearance of a hill ; 
and behind thofe hills I do not hear of any remarkable ranges 
of mountains. The furface is generally a loofe, fandy foil; 
below that, a rich reddifh earth; and nota ftoneto be found in 
it, of the fize ofa walnut. I hear of no barren tracks of arid 

fand, 
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fand, from whence thofe particles are likely to be detached by 
the Harmattan. Dr. Lind writes, that ‘* the Harmattan is faid 
*¢ to arife from the conflux of feveral rivers about Benin ;” but 
here, at Abomey, I felt it blowing from the north-eaft, ftronger 
than I ufually have elfewhere: and Benin bore from me fouth- 
eaft; therefore the Harmattan was not likely to originate there. 
On the Gold Coaft, it generally blows from the north-eaft ; at 
the Ifles de Los, a little to the northward of Sierra Leone, from 
the eaft-fouth-eaft ; and at the river Gabon, near Cape Lopez, 
from the north-north-eaft. The interfection of thefe points, 
or (what I would prefer) an eaft line drawn from Cape Verd, 
cut by a north-eaft one from the centre of the Gold Coaft, and 
a north line from Cape Lopez, would, I think, point out a 
probable fource for this extraordinary wind; but this is mere 


conjecture of my own. 


As the bufinefs which brought me to Abomey, and which 
refpected abufes practifed by the carriers of goods; who, in 
bringing them from the beach to the factories in Grigwhee, 
pilfered confiderable quantities of them; was in fome meafure 
effected, by the King’s promifing that he fhould take proper 
meafures to prevent the likein future; I was now defirous to 
return; and acquainting the King with my intention to do fo, 
as foon as the Harmattan fhould ceafe, took my leave of him. 
This wind continued blowing frefh for two days longer, which 
detained me, as the weather was too difagreeable for travelling. 
In the interim, a part of Dahomy-houfe took fire, which greatly 
endangered the whole of it. As foon as the hurry occafioned 
by it was over, I was induced to wait again upon the King, on 
this occaficn, as amark of refpect. I obferved, as J expeced, 
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much confufion and diforder in the houfe; feveral heads had 
been cut off, and lay fcattered about, to the number of twenty 
at leaft ; and I found the King much irritated againft his wo- 
men, who were accufing each other of careleffnefs, and each 
endeavouring to remove the blame of it from herfelf. It pro- 
bably was not eafy to afcertain how the accident happened ; 
however, the King, finding the inveftigation difficult, and his 
difpleafure being perhaps fomewhat appeafed by the lives which 
he had taken away in the firft impulfe of his anger, he fettled 
the bufinefs, by feleCting mizeteen of them, whofe refidence was 
in the quarter where the fire broke out, and fold them to me 
for flaves. On the third day, the Harmattan ceafed, and I pre- 
pared for my departure; previous to which, the King fent me 
a fat fheep, an anker of brandy, and five cabefs of cowries, to- 
wards defraying my expences on the road; and a further prefent. 
of a fine ftriped cotton cloth, and a handfome female flave. 


I fhould have fet off on my return to Whydah early on the- 
morning of the 16th of February, which was the laft day of the 
Annual Cujtoms, on which the King diftributes a profufion of 
prefents among his people; but I was prevailed upon to remain 
till evening, at the requeft of my attendants, who hoped to pick 
up fomething in the fcramble of the day. On this occafion, a 
large {tage is erected near one of the palace gates, adorned with 
flags and umbrellas, and furrounded with a tence of thorns, to. 
keep off the rabble. On this are piled heaps of Silefias, checks, 
callicoes, and a variety of other European and Indian goods, 
with a great many fine cotton clothes that are manufactured in 
the Eyeo country, and a prodigious quantity of cowries. When 
all is ready, the King comes upon the ftage, accompanied by any 
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of the governors, or captains of fhips that may be there, and 
attended by the Tamegan, Mayhou, and a few others of his 
head men, to each of which he gives, according to their rank, 
the choice of an Eyeo cloth, and a ftring of coralbeads. His 
fubordinate officers are then called over from among the crowd 
below, and receive each a piece of cloth, and fome cowries, as 
a mark of their mafter’s approbation and regard. The King 
then throws a bunch of cowries with his own hands among the 
crowd; on which his women begin to fling the remainder of 
the goods indifcriminately among the multitude: the white men, 
if they pleafe, and the Tamegan and his companions, affifting. 
And finally, as fome cruelty muft accompany all their exhibi- 
tions, a man tied neck and heels, an alligator.muzzled, and a 
couple of pigeons, with their wings clipped, are thrown off 
the ftage among the crowd, where a confufion, greater, if pof- 
fible, than what has preceded, enfues, in fcrambling for the 
heads of each, to the great amufement of the King. Whoever 
are lucky enough to carry off the prizes, which confift of the 
heads of the victims, are each rewarded with a handfome pre- 
fent. This is the latt human facrifice at the Cuftoms, and is a 
part of the ceremony which the Whites feldom ftay to fee per- 
formed; but, if report may be credited, the carcafe of the hu- 
man victim is almoft wholly devoured, as all the mob below 
will havea tafte of it. 


I reached 4grimee, on the borders of the wood, that night; 
and, after a few hours reft, rofe before day, to get through this 
fatiguing part of the journey, before the heat of the morning, 
act halting until I got to my old friend, Jabrakou, at Whybow, 
with whom I {pent that day, and a great part of the next ; but 
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could not flay to accompany him at a great buffalo hunt, for 
which he was preparing. I arrived at Ardra on the evening of 
the 17th of February, where an occurrence happened, that 
might have terminated worfe for us than it did. I had my 
hammock flung in the white men’s apartment, adjoining to the 
Mayhou’s HON and the weather being very warm, the ham- 
‘ang ee porters, &c. chofe to fpread their mats, and lie in 
the piazza, and in the little court before it, in the open air. 
When we were all afleep, except the captain of the gang, who, 
after having taken a nap, was regaling himfelf with a pipe, a 
leopard leaped over the wall, walked over thofe who were fleep- 
ing in the court, and, without hurting them, feized upon the 
fat fheep which the King had given me, that was tied ina 
corner of the yard, and carried it off with him in an inftant, 
over a wall eight feet high, before the man who faw him had. 
time to get a fhot at hin. 


The next day, February 18, 1772, I returned fafe to my 
factory ; and here my narrative fhould conclude; but that I am 
tempted to add a few circumftances that secared ina fubfe- 
quent journey toDahomy. Thad occafion tovifit Abomey again 
in December 1773. The King was then infirm, and finking 
under years, as well as difeafe; he was confined to his chamber, 
but defiring to fee me, gave me an opportunity of infpecting 
his private apartment. [twasa neat detached room for fleeping. 

n; feparated from the court, in which it ftood, by a wall about: 
breaft-high, the top of which was ftuck full of human Jower 
jaw-bones. The little area within it was paved with fkulls;. 
which I underftood were thofe of neighbouring kings and other: 
perfons of eminence and diftinétion, whom having taken pri- 

foners . 
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in the courfe of his wars, he had placed there, that he might 
literally enjoy the favage gratification of trampling on the heads 
of his enemies. He did not long furvive this interview, but 
lingered on to the 17th of May, 1774, when he died, aged near 
feventy years, of which he had reigned about forty ; and was 
fucceeded by his fon Adahoonzou. * 


* In 1766, when I was at the court of Ahadee, he appeared to me to be- 
about feventy. His perfon was rather tall: he was graceful in his manners, and! 
~wery polite to ftrangers, though the dread and terror of his own fubjeéts. A. Ds. 
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Cai, AWE. we: 


Confufion on the King’s death—Adahoonzou chofen King—Takes 
aris againft Abavou—Defeats hin——Devotes bis followers to 
death. 


A Horrip fcene commences in the palace the moment the 
King expires. The wives of the deceafed begin, with breaking 
and deftroying the furniture of the houfe, the gold and ifilver 

ornaments 


helce rt nOrne sOlk DrASTT ORNT We. or 


ermaments and utenfils, the coral, and in fhort, every thing of 
valae that belonged either to themfelves, or to the late King, 
and then murder one another.* ‘This deftruction. continues 
till the Tamegan and Mayhou have announced the fucceffor, 
and he has taken pofleilion of the palace; which he does with 
all expedition, to ttop the hand of defolation, which ceafes the 
inftant the new King is declared. 


Adahoonzou II. upon being nominated King, haftened 
with his retinue to the palace gate, which he broke down, 
and taking poffeilion of it, put a ftop to the carnage; 
but betore he could accomplifh this, a great part of the fur- 
niture, &c. had been deftroyed, and two hundred and eighty- 
five of the women murdered. The fedan-chair, however,. 

remained 


* B-/man, an author of eftablifhed credit, {peaking of the cuftoms at Whydah, 
prier to its conqueits, relates, that, ‘* upon the death of the King of that 
“© country, and as foon as it was publickly known, every perfon fell to ftedling . 
** as much as he couid of his neighbour’s goods, without being liable to any 
*‘punifhment. This fcene cf rapine and confufion continued till a new king 
*¢ was confirmed on the throne; who, by public proclamation, forbad it, and 
“© was inftantly and fir.ctly obeyed.” He adds, ‘* that the fucceffion to the 
* crown feemed to depend on the great officers, and their adherents; fo that 
© the younger brother was frequently elevated to that rank, in exclufion of the 
¢ eldeft.””. The temporary anarchy and tumult ufual in thefe countries, when- 
ever the throne became vacant by the death of the fovereign, may poflibly have 
originated (zs [have already hinted ina preceding note), in a defiga either to 
accelerate the cho'ce of a fuccefior, in order, by that means, to prevent a civil 
war; or, to confirm th: popular attachment to a msnarchical form of government, 
by difgufting them with the turbulence and licentioufnefs incident toa democracy. 
But tnis is merely matter of conjecture; and, after ail, might be no more,, 
than would probably happen, upon fetting any other flaves loofe for a while- 
from the awe of a controuling and defpotic power, and during its fufpenfion.. 
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remained entire, and Ahadee was interred in it, accompanied, 
it is faid, by fix of his wives, who were buried alive with him ; 
all thofe who-had been killed in the affray being put into the 


fame grave. 


The new King inherited his father’s propenfity for war, and 
an opportunity foon offered for gratifying this paffion. In 
the autumn of 1774, the King of the exiled Whydahs, who 
-had fled from their country on the Dahoman conqueft, died. 
Thefe people occupy a {mall {wampy territory, between Why- 
dah and Popo; and live in amity with the inhabitants of the 
jatter, who affift them in their incurfions and depredations on 
the former. The Dahomans never fail to take fome advantage 
of any diffenfions that happen among thefe people; and one 
now occurred on the death of their King. For there were two 
competitors for the government, Abavou, or the Swamp-Deg, 
fon to him who killed his own brother at Xavier, and ate his 
heart, as related in Abadee’s Memoirs; and another, who was 
equally related to the deceafed, named Eyee, or the Monkey. 
The former, who had the moft numerous adherents, drove his 
rival out of the country. Adahoonzou determined to fupport 
Eyee’s pretenfions, without being at the trouble of enquiring 
into the merits of them, and fent an army to his aflittance. 
Abavou and his party were obliged to fly in their turn. The 
Dahomans drove them off the main land in the firft campaign, 
and compelled them to take refuge on an ifland called Foudew- 
Cong, or Feteefh-Iland, which is in a lagoon, or broad expanfe of 
water, formed by a river in that country. ‘There they remained 
inacceffible during the periodical rains, becaufe the Dahomans 
daad no canoes, and indeed knew nothing of the management of 

them ; 
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them; but as foon as the waters fubfided, they began an 
arduous undertaking. The army was reinforced with a prodi- 
gious number of men; they cut down the trees on each fide of 
the Jagoon, of which they made piles, and carried on a bridge, 
or caufeway, on both fides, directly to the ifland; and after 
a bloody conflict, in which many lives were loft, they 
@erried it. 


Abavou and his party retreated upon the Ingoon, in about 
eight hundred canoes, which they had with them; but their 
efcape was prevented by the Dahomans, who had previoufly 
piled the river acrofs, a few miles below, where it was narrow, 
and kept poffefiioa of both fhores. The Whydahs remained 
in this diftreffing fituation for fome months, without any other 
fubfiftence than what they derived from the fith in the river; 
or by landing cccafionally in force, and beating up the quarters 
cf fome of the Dahomans, where they fometimes found a {mall 
fupply of provilions. 


At laft, Abavou, feeing his people worn out with famine and 
fatigue, and no profpect of extricating them from their diffi- 
culties, refolved to. furrender himfclf. He thanked his fol- 
lowers for their fervices, and told them, that the only return he 
could now make for their attachment and fidelity, was to deliver 
himfelf up, and endeavour to prevail on Adahoonzou to accept 
Mrs life, as a peace-oftering for their fafety. With this deter- 
mination he came on fhore, and was fent by the Dahoman ge- 
neral to the King, who ordered his head to be cut off. His 
adherents fubmitted themfelves prifoners at difcretion. 


i Although 


“ 
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Although this tranfaction paffed within a few miles of Why- 
dah, and we could not fail of knowing every ftage of it: for in 
fact there was nothing elfe to attend to, as trade zs entirely fuf- 
pended whilft the country is at war; yet Adahoonzou, to gratify his 
awn vanity, fent his 4a/f-beads to announce his victory to the 
governors of the forts there; and fignified his with, that they 
fhould teftify their joy at the event ; which was complied with, 
a royal falute being fired at each of the forts, and by every thip 
in the road. 


Soon after this, he thought fit to fend a meflenger to acquaint 
me, that he wifhed to fee me; and I waited on him towards the 
end of December 1775. Atour firft interview, he afked me, 
if I had ever feen Abavou? On my replying that I had not, 
he added, «¢ Then you fhall now.” I knew Abavou had been 
dead a month at leaft, and had no curiofity to fee his remains; 
but did not think it advifeable to oppofe the King’s intention. 
Some women, to whom he gave directions about it, foon re- 
turned from an inner apartment of the palace, carrying a wide, 
fallow, brafs vefiel, that contained a large bundle, much bigger 
than a bee-hive, which was ornamented with two {mall filk 
flags, each about the fize of a handkerchief. This bundle was 
compofed of various folds of cloth, the uppermoft of cotton ; 
within them were feveral filk wrappers, which being removed, 
Abavou’s head made its appearance, lying in a china bafon. It 
was in perfect prefervation, as dry as an Egyptian mummy, and 
the hair fmartly dreffed. <* That is the fellow,” faid the 
King, ‘¢ who gave me fo much trouble.” I replied, “ You 
« feem to take care of him, now you have him.” ‘* Yes,” 
fid he, ‘* lama warrior myfelf; and if I fhould fall into the 

** enemies 
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** enemies hands, could with to be treated with that decency, of 
‘which 1 fet the example.” 


He ordered a great number of the prifoners, who had furren- 
dered on the late occafion, to be fhewn to me. _ I declined 
purchating any of them, as they were much emaciated, and 
@epeareamta be fickly. <‘* Since that is the cafe,” faid he, ** I 
** thall put them to death.” IT endeavoured to diffuade him 
from that refolution, and recommended that he would make 
them boilers of falt, as they came from the country which fup- 
plied them with that article, or to employ them in fome other 
way. He faid, ‘* it would be fetting a bad example, and keep- 
‘* ing people in the country, who might hold feditious language : 
‘« that Ais was a peculiar government, and that thefe ftrangers 
** might prejudice his people againft it, and infect them with 
‘‘ fentiments incompatible with it.” I really cannot fay what 
was at laft the fate of thefe poor people ; I know they were not 
kept for f.lt boilers, and doubt not fome of them were purchafed 
afterwards, when their health and ftrength were recruited, for 
flaves for the Weft-Indies; but thofe who did not find pur- 
chafers would undoubtedly be putto death; and the Annual 
Cuftoms, which were then at hand, would produce a demand 
for two or three hundred of them, to ** water with their blood 
‘* the graves of Adahoonzou’s anceftors.”’ 


Thus far we are indebted to the pains of Mr. Norris: the 
continuatisn is collected from the communications of Mr. Lionel 
Abfon, whofe intelligence, and long refidence on the foot, have 
given him uncommsn opportunities of colleéting whatever was 


worthy attention. A.D, 
X 2 CHAP, 
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‘ 


Co eA eel. 


The King’s furnames—Bravery of the King of Eyeo—Aunnual 
Cufioms at Dahomy—Difgrace of the Yavougah—The 
Agaow defeated by the Sarrachees— Death of the Sawgan. 


TMS Tue fame enterprifing and barbarous fpirit, the 
fame reftlefs and favage ambition which had characterized the 
Jong reign of Boffa Ahadee, were inherited by Adahoonzou IT. 
his fon and fucceffor. This prince, as hath already been related, 
haftened to feat himfelf on the ftool of his deceafed father, and 
thus put a ftop to the horrid carnage which never fails to defo- 
la*e the palace, on the demife of the monarch. 


Mi-yaw-foo, or the Male* Oyfer, was the favourite name 
which he affumed on his acceffion to the government ; and this 
neconftantly made ufe of when {wearing by, or{peaking of him- 
felf: but he was honoured with another title by the King of 
Eyeo, upon a very memorable occafion. 


About the time of Adahoonzou’s accceffion, the minifters of 
the King of Eyeo, being tired of his government, had attempted, 
as had been their ufual practice, to depofe their monarch in the 
manner which has been mentioned in the third chapter of Part 
Firft. But this Prince had the good fenfe to defpife, and 

the 


* Probably from being hard to crack, 
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the fortitude to refift, fuch a ridiculous cuftom. He, there- 
fore, peremptorily refufed the parrot’s eggs, which had beer 
offered for his acceptance: telling his minifters that he had as yet 
no inclination to take a zap, but that he was refolved to watch 
for the benefit of his people. 


The minifters were extremely difappointed and aftonifhed at 
this unexpeCted contempt of a political cuftom, the abolition of 
which muft deftroy their power: they endeavoured, therefore, 
to effect by force, what they could not accomplith by this ftale 
trick. Ochenoo, the prime minifter, put himfelf at the head of 
the rebel party, which, though formidable, was foon defeated 
by the adherents of the Sovereign, with great flaughter. Ochenoo 
himéelf, with all his numerous family, were put to death by the 
victors; who did not even {pare the pregnant women, but ripped 
open their bellies, and cut to pieces the immature fruit of their 
womb. Thus, by his fpirited conduct, the King of Eyeo 
emancipated himfelf from the tyranny of his minifters, and: 
eftablifhed a remarkable precedent to direct his fucceflors on 
fimilar occafions. 


Upon the re-eftablifhment of his authority, after this event, 
Adahoonzou fent an emba{ly of congratulation to the King of 
Eyeo, who beftowed upoa him the following proverbial fur- 
name: Jee ma fa hoo beate cofru glob; an elephant cannot fbelter 
himfelf under the fwifb-pots: * intimating, it fhould feem, that 

it 
* Swith is the mud or clay of which their houfes, &c. are built. Swifh-- 


pots are broad, thallow bafkets of wickerework, which, covered with thin clay 
and. 
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it was as difficult to conceal the accomplifhments of Adahoonzou, 
as to hide an elephant in fo fmall a fpace. This appellation 
was proclaimed, for two months, in all the market-places of 
Dahomy, and in the different adjacent friendly towns. 


The firft expedition which was undertaken by this Dahoman 
Prince has been already recorded, after the clofe of the ‘fourney to 
the Court of Abadee, where it was obferved, that a confiderable 
number of the prifoners, who had fallen into Adahoonzou’s 
hands, would probably be referved for the annual cu/toms, in 
order to water the graves of bis anceftors. ‘This, in fact, was 
the cafe; for Ai-yaw-foo took care to celebrate this anniver- 
fary, by facrificing fome hundreds of the devoted victims at the 
fhrine of his progenitors. 


1775. The folemnization of this inhuman feftival was farther 
marked by the unmerited difyrace and deftruction of the Yavou- 
gah, or viceroy of Whydah, a moft deferving officer, who had long 
conduéted himéelf, in a very ticklith poft, with the approbation 
of the Europeans, as well as the natives. The King, it is true, 
unfeeling as he was, afterwards repented of the rath conduct that 
had deprived him of fuch a valuable fubject, and profeffed the 
moft fincere contrition, for having too eafily liftened to the vice- 
roy’s bafe accufers, the Cokee and the Fooey, two fubordinate 
officers. 


Thefe 


and burning charcoal put under them, are ufed to deftroy ants, and other ver- 
min. They rife but a few inches above the ground, and therefore cannot afford 
Shelcer to an clephant, 
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Thefe men had alledged, that the Yavou-gah, during the pro- 
ceeflion of the King’s women at the Cuftoms, had been heard to 
exclaim, *¢ Ah! fee what a number of charming women are 
«© devoted to the embraces of one man!—Thofe given to us, 
‘© who have borne the brunt at the fiege of Whydah, and de- 
‘* featcd Abavow and his army, are hardly good enough for 
** houfe-fweepers.—-It is ungenerous—but we are Dahoman- 
** men, and muft fubmit.” The viceroy had been accufed 
likewife of having encroached on the royal prerogative, by 
wearing fandals, and ordering a white man’s umbrella to be 
carried over his head; faults of too heinous a nature to be 
overlooked by a Dahoman Monarch. In fhort, his malicious 
calumniators had practifed every art, to render the unfufpecting 
Cabsceer * odious to his Sovereign; and they effectually fuc~ 
ceeded. 


It is ufual for the King of Dahomy, at the annual cuftoms, as 
hath been before obferved, to hear complaints, punifh delin~ 
quents, and reward merit. It is likewife the practice, on the 
fame occafion, for the officers of all denominations, civil or 
military, to {wear allegiance to the Sovereign. The viceroy of 
WhydaH, who holds the third place under the King, repaired, 
among the reft, to Abomey, to celebrate this anniverfary. 


The Tamegan, or prime minifter, having proftrated himfelf 
on the earth, rubbing his face, and fmearing his head with dutt, 
harangued for an hour and an half, to exprefs his loyalty to 
Adahconzou’s perfon and government. ‘The Mayhou, or mafter 


of 


* From the Portuguefe Cabeceiro, a head man. 
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of the ceremonies, who fpoke next, declared that the Tamegan, 
in his f{peech, had gone over the whole duty of a Dahoman 
Caboceer, and left nothing for him to add: he defired, there- 
fore, to ftand upon the fame ground with the prime minifter, 
and begged that, when deficient, the King might remind him 
of his duty. Adahoonzou was extremely delighted with thefe 
demonftrations of attachment and fidelity, and taking off his 
hat, called aloud—** True, Tamegan and Mayhou,—fo it is ;” * 
while the whole affiembly teftified their fubmiffion by kiffing 
the earth, and rolling their bodies in the duft. 


The Yavougah then rofe up, and attempted to fpeak; when 
the King, advancing brifkly towards him, with fparkling eyes, 
and a itern countenance, gave him a violent flap in the face ; 
after which he pufhed him down, and laid his hand on his 
cutlafs. At this inftant the Tamegan, by way of interceffion, 
began again to rub his face in the duft; which Adahoonzou 
obferving, he faid, with a forced fmile, ‘* Tamegan, you have 
<* prevented the Turkey buzzards + from having a good dinner 
to-day.” He then defired the Yavougah to fit down, while 
the ceremony proceeded in the ufual manner. 


Among the fpeeches delivered on this occafion, that of the 
Sawgant was very remarkable. He faid, ‘* That it was his 
«« duty to accompany the Agaow to the field ; and that if ever 
‘«« he fhould betray the leaft fymptom of cowardice, or fnew 

the 


* An expreffion, which in that country denotes the King’s thanks and 
zoprobation. 

+ Birds of prey. 

} A military officer of high rank. 
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‘“¢ the foles of his feet to the enemy, he hoped the King would 
“** have his cutlafs ready, to behead him at the moment of his . 
*“‘return. But,’ added he, ‘ this will never happen: for 
*‘fhould I ever have caufe to fufpect that I am accufed of 
** treachery; of turning my back to the foe; or having given 
«* caufe of complaint; I fhall neverafford the Tamegan an oppor- 
** tunity of afking impertinent queftions, or of interfering be- 
** tween me and my Sovereign: I prefer death at any time.” 
This gallant fpeech was much applauded by the King and the 
furrounding chiefs; and a loud laugh of approbation was be- 
{towed on the hero, by Majefty, and all prefent, though they 
little fufpected that an occafion would foon offer to try the 


fincerity of the Sawgan’s profeffions. 


As the Dahomans are extremely cautious in their expreffions, 
efpecially when addrefling their fuperiors, this fpeech merits 
particular notice. A becoming refentment at the King’s rafh 

ehaviour to an old and faithful fervant, a thorough contempt 
of the Yavougah’s pufillanimity, in fubmitting to fuch igno- 
minous treatment, when the means of avoiding it were in his 
own hands; thefe operating together, made fuch a deep im-~ 
preffion on the Sawgan’s ingenuous foul, that the prefence of 
Majefty itfelf could not reftrain this juft reprehenfion both of 


King and minifter. 


The Viceroy, after the King’s violent treatment, was often 
obliged to fubmit to difagreeable examinations ; during which, 
one day, the man who had ufually attended at his gate, was 
killed in his prefence, for refufing to accufe his mafter of fup- 


pofed crimes, to which he had been prefumed to be privy. 
ne Two 
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Two of his meflengers foon after fhared the fame fate; and 
Deffugah, his trading man, would have alfo fallen a victim, but 
for theinterceffion of his fifter, whofe intereft furpaffed that of 
all the other women in the King’s houfe. This man fenta 
meflage to Mr. Abfon, the governor of William’s-Fort, en 
treating him to offer any price for the Yavougah, who, when 
replaced, would reimburfe the fum that might be demanded for 
his ranfom. The governor accordingly. fent a fervant to the 
Tamegan, begging his interference ; with a caution, however, 
not to deliver the meflage, if he fhould previoufly hear of the 
viceroy’s death; but in that cafe, to pretend that he had been 
fent to buy Guinea-hens. Upon the arrival of the meffenger at 
Calmina, he was informed, that the Yavougah’s coat had been 
flripped from his back, at the King’s door, and that his perfon. 
had been feized and carried to the Mayhou’s houfe, from whence: 
he never came out. 


The Mayhou was accufed of having done every thing in his. 
power to get the Yavougah difgraced, in revenge for the treat- 
ment which his-(the Mayhou’s) brother had met with from ths 
Vicercy’s father, which ended in his death. ‘The Mayhou had 
often {worn vengeance againft the Yavougah’s family; and 
meeting a favourable opportunity, he did not let it flip. 


Although Mr. Abfon’s meffage was not delivered in Dahomy, | 
yet the King had been informed, and afterwards told him, of 
the fineffe about the Guinea-hens. He faid, however, ** That 
«he was forry for what had happened; that he had been im- 
<* pofed upon, and that he would revenge the Yavougah’s death- 
‘© upon his calumniators ;” adding, at the fame time, *‘ that Dof-., 

£¢ fugal’s . 
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** fugah’s meflage to fave him was a piece of unpardonable im- 
** pudence, which he could not eafily forgive.” Indeed he after- 
wards punithed him, by detaining him feveral years in Daho- 
my, before he would permit him to return to Whydah. 


The Yavougah’s fucceffor, one of his accufers, foon after 
became infane, which the King told Governor Abfon had been 
done by the Fetifh, to revenge his predeceffor’s death. ‘* I now 
“* callyou,” faid Adahoonzou, ‘‘ to thank you for your mef- 
** fage, and I with you had not been fo much ofa Dahoman-man 
“as to have made ufe of any artifice. I was then very angry in- 
** deed; but might have liftened to a white man. You would 
** have had fome trouble to convince me, but I now tell you, 
“that the Yavougah was falfely accufed; I confefs his death 
** was the wort thing I ever countenanced.” 


1775. Soon after the Cuftoms, the Agaow marched 
again{t the Sarrachees, a neighbouring nation, who gave him a 
warm reception, broke his lines, and penetrated to the poft of 
the Sawgan, who had been ftationed in the rear, to guard the 
baggage and the women, belonging to the Dahoman army. This 
brave officer, finding himfelf hard preffed, and without fupport, 
as he had detached the flower of his party to affift the Agaow, 
defired the women, and his attendants, chiefly boys, to pro- 
vide for their own fafety without delay ; he refolving, fingly, 
‘to contend with the enemy, while he was able to wield his 
fabre. Accordingly he called for his large ffoo/, fat down, 
and with more than Roman coolnefs waited the approach of 
the foe. As the Sarrachees advanced, he flood up, fired his 
mufquet, loaded and fired again, killing his man at each dif- 

Y 2 charge, 
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charge, till, furrounded and overpowered with numbers, he 
unfheathed his cutlafs, and rufhed among the thickeft of the 
enemy, laying many dead at his feet. His viCtors, however, 
fpared his life, and offered to treat with Adahoonzou for his ran- 
fom. The King foon after paid the price of his freedom, and 
he was releafed; but could never be prevailed upon to return 
home, although many meffengers had been fent to endeavour 
to bring him back. To the Jaft of thefe he obferved, ‘* That 
‘* although of all the King’s fubjeéts-he, perhaps, might be the 
“¢ moft ugly, yet there was none more loyal. He was fenfible 
“* of the King’s goodnels, but detired. that he might be reminded 
‘¢of his, the Sawgan’s, fpeech, at the watering of Ahadee’s. 
‘* grave, which would fully account for his late, and prefent. 
** conduct.” Having delivered this meflage, he drew his. 
{word, and immediately put a period to his life. 


CH oA Pe... Ire 


The Poflu defeated by the Mahees——The Agaow’s barbarous: 
victory aver them—Reficétions on Adahoonzou’s conduéh—- 
Expedition againfi Apee—&e. 


‘THE manufcript from which thefe Memoirs are compiled,. 

has not furnifhed any farther particulars concerning the unfuc- 

cefsful enterprife againft the Sarrachees. Yet it is highly. 
probable 
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probable, that the Agaow was completely defeated, as it appears 
that he was foon after difgraced, and the command of the 
army beftowed on the Poffu, or fecond general. Under the 
conduét of this leader, the Dahoman forces marched into a 
province belonging to the Mahees:* here they were once more’ 
repulfed; and the Poffu being flain, the Agaow was reftored te 
his former rank. 


1777. Enraged at his repeated difgraces, and ftimulated by 
refentment againft the Mahees, Adahoonzou refolved to be amply 
revenged. The moft vigorous preparations were made for another’ 
expedition ; a numerous army was ordered to be levied; and the 
King threatened tolead it in perfon. He contented himfelf, how- 
ever, with fending the Tamegan to the camp, where he remained: 
fifteen days. When the troops were ready to march, the King 
repaired to the plain where they had encamped, in order to 
review them, and to hear the chiefs {wear allegiance. This- 
ceremony being performed, the Agaow led them againft the 
enemy, accompanied by the Tamegan, who continued with: 
him during the firft four days of his march. 


The Mahees, making buta feeble refiftance, were routed. with: 
great flaughter; the country was ravaged, and men, women, 
and children put to the fword, without diftinétion, and without. 
mercy. To complete the horrid fcene, and to ftrike the inha- 


bitantg- 


* The Mahees, who had been much perfecuted during the preceding reign,. 
in erder to Jive on peaceable terms with Dahomy, claimed kindred with Ada- 
hoonzou, whofe mother was a Mahee woman. This will account for their 
fubfequent conduct, in affording him ready affiftance in his wars. It does neti 
appear what provocation they had given to occafon the prefent:attack.- 
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‘bitants with terror, the bodies of the flain were hung upon the 
trees, their heads being referved for the King, who, upon this 
occafion, had publifhed a reward of twelve akies of cowries * for 
each head, in addition to the price which he had ufually allowed 
for a living flave.: ** For,” faid he, ** I want heads, not flaves.” 


The infatiable thirft after blood, the barbarous vanity of being 
-confidered the fcourge of mankind, and the favage pomp of 
dwelling in a houfe garnifhed with fkulls, and ftained with 
human gore, feem to be the only motives for the atrocious 
actions which have juft been related ; and indeed it is difficult to 
affign any other reafons for Adahoonzou’s condué hitherto. It 
will, however, foon appear, that a defire for plunder had fome 
fhare in determining him to attack the neighbouring ftates that 
bordered on thefea. 


He had long regarded pee, Porto Novo, + and Baaagree, 
with a jealous eye, on account of the great number of fhips 
which reforted to thefe ports, while Whydah was almoft totally 
abaridoned. He adopted the policy of his grandfather Trudo, 
and refolved, at the fame time, to extend his dominions, and to 
appropriate to himfelf the European commodities which had 
been accumulated by his neighbours. 


But, as the {tates which had thus become the object of Ada-. 
hoonzou’s jealoufy and ambition, are furrounded with lakes and 
{wamps, the approach was rendered difficult to the Dahomans, 

who 


* Thirty fhillings fterling. | + The fea-port belonging to Ardra, 
yi g g 
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who were unacquainted with the management of canoes. It was 
therefore found neceflary to fecure the friendfhip and affiftance 
of one of the maritime princes. 


1778. Frequent meffages had been obferved to be exchanged. 
between the Kings of Ardra and Dahomy; but as their nego-- 
ciations were carried on with the moft profound fecrecy, it was 
impoflible, for fome time, to penetrate into their defigns. At 
lait the plot was difcovered, when it was ripe for execution. 
Dahomy was to attack by land, while Ardra undertook to 
intercept the fugitives-that fhould attempt to efcape by water ;. 
and Apee was the devoted object. 


The Dahoman forces, in four divifions, led by the Agaow, . 
the Pofiu, the Zoheinoo, andthe Phuffupoh,* made a bold 
puth to carry the town and country at once. The enemy gave - 
way, and the affailants, flufhed with fuccefs, expected an eafy 
conqueft ; when, all of a fudden, they found themfelves fur-. 
rounded by a fwamp, and attacked by Hloorca, an Apee chief, at 
the head of eight hundred men. ‘This brave detachment, for a 
confiderable time, ma‘ntained an unequal and bloody conflict. 
with the whole Dahoman army, of which many fell, and two . 
of their generals were wounded. 


A Dahoman chief, named //opwee, having offered to fight 
Hooroo at fingle combat,.the challenge was inftantly accepted, 
and Allopwee was fhot through the head, by the firft ball dif- 
charged from Hooroo’s mufquet ; upon which this gallant chief- 

faim 


* Names of the offices, not of particular perfons. . 
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tain was attacked by the whole body of the Agaow’s troops. 
Never did foldier make a braver refiftance. At the head of a 
handful of men, with undaunted intrepidity, he fought a hoft 
of foes, till he and his party fell to a man. 


The victors then laid wafte the whole country with fire and 
{word ; making fix hundred men, and a great number of women 
and children, prifoners. ‘They likewife found much booty in 
the houfes of the King and principal Caboceers, confifting 
chiefly of many valuable European articles, fuch as filks, laced 
hats, canes, and trinkets of goldand filver. But nothing pleafed 
the King of Dahomy fo much as a green decanter, fhaped like a 
common bottle, but flatted, and having two cavities for the 
finger and thumb, for the more conveniently pouring the con~ 
tents intoa glafs. The outfide was ornamented with about a 
dozen of heads, raifed, and of the fize of a fmall medallion. 
Adahoonzou ufed to fhew this to the Europeans, as the greatett 
curiofity that he had met with in all his wars, declaring, that 
no white man had ever brought him fuch a valuable trinket, 
although he always made a point of paying liberally for fuch 
rarities as fuited his tafte. 


While the Dahomans were employed in ravaging the country, 
and fecuring their prifoners, the Ardras repaired in full force 
to the river, in order to intercept fuch of the enemy as might 
attempt to make their efcape by water. But the King of Apee, 
furrounded by a body of faithful adherents, forced a paflage, 
{word in hand, through the midft of the Ardra army, and 
embarking in their canoes, together with the King’s women 

and 
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and children, a Portuguefe captain, and fixty-feven flaves, his 
property, landed them fafe at Wemey. 
i 


Having thus conducted their King and his family to a place 
of fafety, the Apees reimbarked in their canoes, and went in 
queit of the Ardrahs, whom they fought, and put to flight ; 
and had it not been for two canoes, each mounting four brafs 
guns, and twenty-four blunderbuffes, which belonged to An- 
tonio Vaz, * and which covered their retreat, the victory would 
have been perfect. After this advantage, the Apees haftened 
to fupport their fellow-citizens on fhore, and arrived in time to 
engage and diforder part of the rear of the Dahoman army : but 
the main body having crofled the fwamp before their arrival, 
their lofs was inconfiderable, and the Agaow feems to have 
known nothing of the rencontre till the Apees had retired. 


Thus far fuccefsful, the Agaow proudly conducted his fol- 
diers to Calmina, accompanied with the Apee prifoners, the 
Zz major 


* Antonio Vaz Coelho was a free negro, born in Brazil, where he had been 
taught to read, write, and keep accounts. He had inherited fome property 
from his parents; and being of an enterprifing difpofition, he had made feveral 
voyages to Ardrah, where he at laft fettled, and became a very refpectable trader. 
In this country he had made fome very judicious matrimonial connections, 
having chofen his wives from among the firft families in that place. “Thus he 
attained confiderable influence, which enabled him to indulge his ambition, to 
aflume a political charaéter, and he acquired a great afcendancy in the public 
councils of the community in which he lived. He had an uncommon fhare of 
vanity, and was exceflively fond of military enterprifes, which led him to affe@ 
a fplendour of equipage far above that of his companions. He generally armed 
his dependants with blunderbuffes, waich he purchafed from the Europ:ans ; 
snd war canozs armed with {wivel?, were by him firf introduced. 
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major part of whom were referved to bleed at the Annual 
Cuftoms, which were then near at hand; and in the mean 
time, a daily facrifice of one or two was made at the King’s. 
gate. f 

Adahoonzou was much difappointed at the efcape of the 
King of Apee, and would have certainly punifhed his protetors,. 
had he not dreaded the refentment of the King of Eyeo, with 
whom the {tate of Wemey was then on a friendly footing; but 
upon the whole he was highly gratified at the conduct of his 
generals and foldiers ; paid them handfomely for their prifoners, 
and gave them leave to take a little repofe, or to follow their 
own private occafions. 


COM” AW Pa iy. 


The paths cleared—Barbarous execution of fix Apee women. 


1779+ Ar the approach of the Cuftoms, Adahoonzou fum-. 
moned all his caboceers and traders, on whom he beftowed 
confiderable prefents and honours, giving them horfes, um- 
brellas, coral, and other marks of diftin€tion. Some were 
likewife honoured with drums and flags ; and the black traders 
were allowed to fit upon chairs: a privilege that, heretofore,, 


they had not been permitted to enjoy. 
He 
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He then ordered all his fubjects to fet about clearing the 
paths, giving each caboceer a ftring, meafuring ten yards, the 
intended width of the roads. ine a {pacious communication 
was opened, not only between each town and the capital, but 
all the way down to the beach. With incredible labour and 
fatigue, a paffage was cut through the wood at poy; the 
gullies were filled up, and the hurdle ee over the {wamps, 
were widened. 


When this work was completed, the King faid, with a vain- 
glorious air, ** If any one be defirous of paying me a vifit, he 
‘* fhall not have it to fay, that thorns or briars impede his 
Smenareh.” = 

7 

The commencement of the Cuftoms being arrived, the Half- 
heads, as ufual, were difpatched to invite the European gover- 
nors to witnefs the ceremony. On their arrival at Abomy, 
they found Adahoonzou in his palace, called Dahomy, feated 
amidft four hundred of his women, all very richly dreffed. 
Obferving, at a little diftance, fix women on their knees, with 
defpair painted in their countenances, the white men who were 
prefent fhuddered with apprehenfion for the miferable victims, 
and anticipated, in idea, a fcene big with horror, but inferior in 
barbarity to that which was about to be realized. The monfter 
Adahoonzou defired that a bundle might be brought; which 
untying with his own hands, he prefented the contents—five 
cutlafies!—to five of his fat and over-grown women; and 
having ordered the fix kneeling females to be placed before him, 
he made a fpeech to the following purport: ‘* Thefe women 
‘‘were brought from Apee by my army; I took them 

Z2- ‘* home, 
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“* home, domefticated them in my family—treated them as my 
“* wives ;—but, not contented, they made their efcape to their 
‘* native country ; where, however, they found nothing but the 
‘© sround and the trees; for every thing elfe had been deftroyed 
‘by my troops. They afterwards furrendered themfelves 
‘‘to the King of Ardrah ; but he was too juft to keep them, 
‘¢ and has therefore fent them back to me, to receive the proper 
** reward for their ingratitude. This woman,” clapping his 
hand on the head of one of them, who fuckled a child, “* is 
‘a relation of the King of Ardah ;—but remember, that it is 
*¢ not her refpeCtable anceftry that prevents her from fharing the 
*¢ fame fate with the reft;—-no—her infant faves her fora 
*¢ while ;—but fhe muft fhortly pa/s out at the fame door with 
‘© her companions !” 


Having concluded this truly favage harangue, the woman 
and child were put afide, and the five other victims were con- 
ducted to the fpot where men, horfes, and bullocks are ufually 
facrificed for the Cuftoms. There, being ordered to kneel, with 
their faces touching the ground, the women who held the cut- 
laffes began to put in execution their infernal commiffion, in a 
manner too fhocking for defcription! One of the unhappy 
wretches was quickly delivered from her mifery, her head being 
fevered from her body at four ftrokes! The fufferings of the 
reft, from the awkwardnefs of the executioners, was protracted 
for twenty minutes; the King ftanding over, and inftructing 
them.—‘* Not that way—hold your cutlafs thus—give it me— 
‘<’tis fo—imagine you are chopping wood.” ‘Thus did the 
hellifh monfter direct the minifters of his cruelty to cut off 
heads, with as much apathy as if indeed he had been chopping 

‘wood R 
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wood; while the air was rent with the fhouts of his grandees, 
calling over his * /frong names, and burfting into fuch peals of 
laughter, that a diftant witnefs of this horrid ceremony would 
have been led to believe that fome very diverting fcene was 
exhibiting. 


The fufferers were all very comely, well-made women; and’ 
it is very remarkable, that not a groan was heard from any of 
them during their execution. 


Many of the Apee prifoners fuffered the fame fate, few being: 
carried tomarket. Indeed this wretch more than once has been 
“Known to put to death many hundreds of his captive enemies, 


without referving a fingle flave for fale, or even for the payment. 
of his debts. 


Cea ae 


Death of the Mayhou--Claim of the Eyeos—Dahomans repulfed 
at Agoonah—Expedition of Adahoonzou at the head of his 
women—Defeat and death of the Kings of Agoonah and Sar~ 
rachee—Famine. 


1781. THE death of the old Mayhou, which happened fome 
time afterwards, made fome {tir in Dahomy. For though the 
dying recommendation of a beloved and wife counfellor may - be 


of 


* An expreffion according to the Dahoman idiom; 
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of great weight with a King, in the choice of his fucceflor, yet 
the defeafance of a right, efteemed as hereditary, cannot fail to 
alarm thofe whofe families are al! interefted in the decifion. 
The old man had fhewn a great unwillingnefs to be fucceeded 
by his fon, who was a very profligate character; and therefore, 
a little before he expired, he fent the coat and ftool which he 
had received, on his appointment, from Ahadee, to a perfon 
that he efteemed, called Avoga, to be delivered to Adahoonzou, 
as a mark that the bearer was worthy to fucceed him. On the 
demife of the Mayhou, this being quickly. known, the King 
immediately called the Tamegan, fhewed him what he had 
received from the Mayhou, and told him by whom it had been 
brought. The Tamegan remained filent for fome time; then 
burfting into a flood of tears, faid, ‘* The Mayhou had good 
*¢ reafon for what he had done; for never had father fuch 
«* wicked and ungrateful children; yet,’’ continued he, *¢ for 
*¢ my fake, and for the country’s peace, I entreat that one of 
** his fons may be invefted in the office; myfelf will take charge 
“¢ of his education, and be refponfible for his conduct.” * 


The King granted the Tamegan’s requeft; but the new May- 
hou, in fpite of all the pains beftowed upon him, turned out to 
be a weak, drunken, and worthlefs fellow; and the Tamegan 
was a thoufand times upbraided for his il-judged partiality to 
the family of the deceafed caboceer. 


The 


* The deceafed Mayhou had many fons, all equally abandoned. Six of 
them had difhonoured their fether’s bed; and fome of them had confpired 
againft his life, 
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The King of Dahomy, like the Grand Signior, is heir to ail 
i's fhigeets. On the death of any of his officers, their whole 
efiects, of which their wives and children arc confidered to be 
a part, go to the King. The late Mayhou had been very long. 
in office, and confequenitly was fuppofed to poffefs much pro-. 
perty. 


The Eyeo ambafiadors, therefore, who happened to be in. 
Dahomy, at the time of his death, thought this a good oppor- 
tunity to encreafe the amount of the annual tribute, which they 
had been fent to receive. They made a demand of one hundred. 
of the Mayhouw’ s women, which Adahoonzou endeavoured to 
elude; but they infifted on his compliance, and, in peremptory 
terms, refufed to return without them. The King, however 
lucent, was obliged to give them fome of the women, in 
der to eo cf thei . 


Tributary ftates can never fatisfy the avarice of the powers, 
from whom they have been obliged to purchafe peace by fuch a 
difgraceful acknowledgment. ‘Three months after the depar- 
ture of his ale dors! a meffenger arrived from the King of 
Eyeo, with a demand of the reft of the Mayhou’s women; 
accompanied with a threat, that, in cafe of non-compliance on 
the part of Dahomy, the Eyeo general Banchenoo thould be fent. 
to fetch them. 


Adahoonzou was mortified to the laft degree at this haughty 
mefiage: but he was obliged to {ubmit, without daring to fhew 
his refentment. Notchoofing, however, to part with the Da- 
homan women who had belonged to the Mayhou, he {ent his 

army. 
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army into the neighbouring country of Agoonah, to procure 
wherewithal to fatisfy the Eyeo monarch. ‘There they met 
With a vigorous oppofition, their leader, the Cakawo,* with 
fome other officers of note and many foldiers, being flain. 


This news being brought to the King of Dahomy at mid- 
day, he immediately got up, girt on his cartouch-box, fhoul- 
dered his firelock, and marched towards Agoonah, at the head 
of eight hundred armed women. , 


The whole country was in motion, men, women, and chil- 
dren. The King’s big mother, wo never dies, though fhe is 
Sometimes put to death,+ fell down lifelefs, before the got a 
league from Calmina: many were trodden to death, and 
not a few expired from exceflive fatigue, and the extreme 
heat of a vertical fun. Adahoonzou fent a mefiage to the 
European governors, begging that they might not be alarmed, 
as he was only going to take a walk, and would prefently return. 
Mr. Abfon fent two of his fervants, armed, with a meflage, 
fignifying his forrow at not being permitted to accompany him 
in perfon. ‘This compliment was very gratifying to the King ; 
he talked of it to the day of his death, and had it put in all 
his fongs. 


On the approach of this uncommon army, the people fled 
from Agoonah to Sarrachee, purfued by the Dahomans. The 
King 

* A military officer. 


+ The expreflion in italics is left as in the MS. The fact is, that befides 
the King’s real mother, there is always a nominal one, who holds this title, as 
amark of honour and rank among the women. 
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King, now exceedingly fatigued, pitched his: tent, and took a 
little repofe. Soon after he received fome of the heads which 
had belonged to the flying enemy, and was informed that they 
had retreated to a mountain that was very difficult of accefs. 
Upon receiving this intelligence} Adahoonzou returned tu Cal- 

nina, after having told the Agaow that he expedted the Kings 
of Agoonah and Sarrachee would be his guefts at the enfuing 
Cuitoms. 


This hint was fufficient. The Agaow invefted the moun- 
tain to which the enemy had retired, and where they had dug 
many cavities, in which they occafionally concealed themfelves. 
After many {kirmifhes, the Dahomans difcovered the lurking 
places of the foe, from which they {moked them, by fires ftrewed 
with pepper. The poor wretches, therefore, to the number of 
eighteen hundred, toyether with their two Kings, were thus 
obliged to furreader at difcretion. 


1732. Agoonah dying by the way, his head was carried to 
Dahomy. The captive Prince of Sarrachee was led in triumph, 
and placed at the King’s gate, on the day that preceded the 
Cuftoms. There he was infulted by the populace; which at 
firit Ad:heonzou pretended to take offence at; reprimanded his 
officers, for fuffering a King to be treated with fuch indignity ; 
ordered his hands to be untied; clothes him; andrecommended 
him to ‘fabs, the mafter of the horfe, with injunctions to take 
particular care of him. Neverthelefs, four days afterwards, 
this unfortunate prince was brought in a bafket, tied like a hog, 
and ordered to be thrown from the ftage, which is ufually 


erected at the Cuftoms, while there was yet day-light enough 
Aa for 
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for the fpectators to difcover who he was: his head was cut off 
below; fcrambled for; and probably devoured by the mob, 
to the inexpreflible gratification of the aftonifhed fpeCtators. 


Among the other exhibitions at the anniverfary, which has 
been frequently alluded to, a prodigious quantity of cowries, 
European merchandize, and cloths, manufactured in the country, 
are collected, and piled upon a ftage,* to be thrown among 
the populace. It happened, upon this occafion, that fome of 
thefe articles were mifling ; and it was difcovered, that they had 
been conveyed away to the fhed allotted for the white men. 
The Europeans had obferved the theft, but were loth to accufe 
the guilty: however, {tri€t enquiry was made, and feveral of the 
fufpected perfons loft their heads. 


This year was remarkable for a great {carcity of provifions; 
infomuch, that, had it not been for the wild mangoes, cafhews, 
and other fpontaneous produétions of the woods, half the coun- 
try would have ftarved. This crude diet was the occafion of a 
great mortality, by the flux, and other diforders. 


* See the Jeurney to the Court of Ahadee.. 


CHAT 
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Succes on the beach at Badagree— Defeat of the Agaow—The 

King denminces vengeance azaiufi Badagree. 
Bavacrz E, a neighbouring port of trade, became next 
the object of Adahoonzou's ambition. 


It has been faid, in the preceding part of thefe memoirs, 
that a lake, or river, runs parallel to the fea, elong all this coaft, 
forming a {mall ftrip of land or beach, that lies between the fea 
and the river. This is only inhabited, occafionally, by a few 
people belonging to the fhipping, and fome natives in the pay of 
the captains, for the convenience of receiving goods from on 
board, and tran{porting them acrofs the lake, and through the 
adjacent f{wamps, to the different factories, which are fettled at 
the towns, fome miles back in the country, cf which the map 


will convey the idea better than words. 


1783. A {mall party of Dahomans made an excurfion to 
Badagree beach, where they feized fome people, who belonged to 
_ Prince Davee, and who had been employed as porters, or water- 
rollers, by the Europeans. They likewile cut the water warns, 

roke the canoes and gang cafks, and brought off fome little 


booty. Aaz2 
This 


* Ropes ufed for hauling the cafxs of water through the furf. By the help 
of thefe, the fatiguing and troublefome bufinefs of watering the fhips is managed ; 
the people in the Jong-boat, which is moored without the breakers, affifted by 


thofe on fhore, perform this neceffary work. 
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This trifling fuccefs was very acceptable to Adahoonzou, 
who refolved toattack the town of Badagree itfelf. Accordingly, 
fome months afterwards, the Agaow purfued the fame rout; 
b&t finding no plunder on the beach, the army was ferried over 
the river by the Ardrahs ; contrary, however, to the_intentions 
of the King of Dahomy, who had direted them to makea 
circuitous march toa place which was fordable, and where they 
swould not have occafion even to wet their cartouch-boxes. 
‘This intended manceuvre was diétated by a fufpicion, that the 
Ardrahs might play him a trick, by tranfporting his army, and 
then leaving them in a hoftile country, without the means of 
retreating, fhould they happen to meet with adefeat. How- 
ever, he betrayed no want of confidence in them, left they fhould 
refufe to furnifh him with fome promifed auxiliaries. 


The Badagrees getting intelligence that the Dahoman army 
had croffed the river, concealed themfelves in the fwamp, among 
the rufhes. The Agaow, next morning continuing his march, 
without fufpicion, fell into the ambufcade. The Badagrees, 
who are good markfinen, rufhed upon the Dahomans with great 
fury, and put them into diforder ; killing the Poffu, and a great 
number of foldiers. ‘The. Agaow, however, rallied his fcattered 
forces, cut a paflage through the enemy, and killing twelve with 
his own hand, made a matterly retreat to the river, where he 
was the laft man that embarked. The army having regained 
the beach, by means of the Ardrah canoes, the Agaow dif. 
patched a meffenger to Dahomy, with the difagreeable news of 
his defeat; alledging, at the fame time, that the Ardrahs had 
been privy to the Badagree ambufcade. 


Adahoonzou 
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Adahoonzou fent him a kind invitation to return home, and 
requeited that he might not afflict himfelf on account of his late 
misfortune; adding, ‘* that his late Agaow fhould yet be fur~ 
 nihed with the means of conquering Badagree, although the 
‘¢ deitruction of Dahomy itfelf fhould be the confequence. He 
€ was jorry,” he faid, ‘* that an opportunity had been given to 
«¢ the Ardrahs, of cheating hiin,—but he would look for ano- 
eeticr path. 


The lofs of the Pofiu, and the many foldiers who fell with 
him, cauled grext murmurings among the people, which, how-~ 
ever, fubfded on the arrival of the army in Dahomy. About 
this time, the Governor of Williams Fort received a long letter 
from Oxzm, Prince Davee’s fon, containing, among other par- 
ticulars, a mefiage to Adahoonzou, accufing Ardrah of treachery, 
and faying, that Dahomy was in danger. The King made 
anfwer, ‘¢ My name is Deddi ma tronu. Iam eafy in my pace, 
«« butalwaysin puriuit; let Ardrah take care of his own country.’ 


It may feem ftrange, that the King of Dahomy fhould have 
received a friendly meilage from Badagree, againft which he had 
commenced megoliess and to account (ou this circumftance, 
it is proper to obferve, that this ftate was divided by party, 
which, on the preceding year, had occafioned the expulfion of 
Ginguem, their late Prince. He had been feized by his fubje@s, 
and delivered on board a Portuguefe fhip, to be carried to 
Brazil, where ne had received his education. They had fur- 
nifhed him with about twenty flaves for his fubfiftence, toge- 
ther with a letter for the General cf Bahia, deliring that he 
might keep Ginguem there Thus Badagree, being torn by 

civil 
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civil diflentions, Dahomy endeavoured to turn this circumftance 
to his own advantage. 


At the celebration of the Cuftoms, Adahoonzou would not 
fuffer his finging-men to touch on Badagree in their fongs— 
this fubject was, according to the Dahoman idiom, too /trong 
Jor him. He had loftamany brave officers and men, and de- 
nounced eternal vengeance againft thofe who had been the 
occafion of his difgrace. He called together the Agaow, and 
all his captains ; and while he watered his mother’s grave, 
made a public fpeech of three hours; in the courfe of which 
he ftooped down, and taking up a portion of earth in his 
fingers three times, he as often {wore by his mother, that, * If 
‘‘he did not make a total conqueft of Badagree, he was 
‘© unworthy to be called her and Ahuadee’s fon.” 


C HA roe le 


A numerous army fent againft Badagree-—The Dahoman camp 
attacked, with great flau,bter-—D.homans gain a decifive 
vittory~—Death of the Phuffupo. 


1784. ABOUT two months after the Cufloms, the King 
prepared for another campaign. The army encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Calmina, and was quickly joined by a 
numerous body of auxiliaries from the inland countries of Afzhee 
and Nago.* ‘Thus augmented, the Agaow decamped, and 

marched 


* Of this country nothing more is known thanthe name. J. F. 
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marched in great force towards Badagree, conducted by guides, 
which had been provided by the King of Eyeo. He laid wafte 
the whole country in his progrefs, making many prifoners, 
which were immediately fent to Eyeo, according to a treaty 
which had been previoufly entered into with that Prince. 


Having arrived in the vicinity of Badagree, he refted three 
days, and on the 4th encamped with his numerous army. 
The ground occupied for this purpofe was fo extenfive, that it. 
required foxr hours to walk from one extremity to the other.. 
Sefft, an Ardrah Caboceer, gave the Agaow affurances of a plen-. 
tiful fupply of provifions during the inveftment of Badagree,,. 
although it fhould continue for three years; as did likewife. 
Koffr, 2 Nazgo chief, belonging to Eyeo. The operations of, 
the Dahoman army were dire@ted by the Eyeo meflengers, who 
had conduéted them hither; and nothing of importance was 
undertaken without their concurrence. 


The powerful King of Lagos was prevailed upon, by bribes. 
and promifes, to join this formidable confederacy ; and he un- 
dertook to prevent the Badagrees from receiving fupplies of 
corn from his dominions, For this purpofe, he equipped. 
thirty-two large canoes, and ftationed them three miles to the 
eaftward of Badagree, to cut off all communication with Lagus. 
Many prifoners were taken by thofe canoes, which the Daho- 
mans allowed the people of Lagos to eaf, according to the coun-. 
try putale ; which, in this inftance, means, to convert to their 
own ufe. This weakened the enemy, and at the fame. time 
fecured the intereft of Lagos. 


The 
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The Badagrees, thus abandoned by all their neighbours, 
and cut off fiom the poffibility of obtaining fupplies by land 
or water, refolved to make a defperate puth, and fell their liberty 
and lives as dear as poffible. A day was fixed to attack the 
Dahceman camp, and the plan was concerted with fuch fecrecy 
and adroitnefs, that the defizn was put in execution before it was 
Aifcovered. 


A variety of circumftances concurred to favour this bold en« 
terprize. Many days had elapfed fince the Dahomans had 
formed their camp, during which time no hoftilities had been 
committed by either party. A relaxation of difcipline had 
prevailed among the troops, and the centiaels had become 
remifs in their duty. The Agaow had retired a confiderable 
way down the river, in the night previous to the attack, in 
order to perform fome religious ceremonies, in compliance with 
an injunction that had been laid upon him by Adahoonzou. 
During the general’s ab{ence, which was to have been three 
days, the command devolved on Queenoob. 


In this fituation, at the dawn of day, the Badagrees, in three 
divifions, commanded by Prince Davee, andhis generals, the Oclah 
and Poffu, rufhed upon the Daho:nans, {word in hand, fet fire to 
their camp, killed a great number, and made many prifoners. The 
confternation and diforder occafioned by this fudden and un- 
expected attack, mult have produced a total defeat, had it not 

een for the coolnefs and prefence of mind with which Ques 
nooh rallied his panic- {truck troops, and made a ftand. Oclah’s 
divifion appearing to be the moft vulnerable, was immediately 
encountered by this brave Dahoman chief, who, perceiving that 
their 
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their leader charged in his hammock, directed his men to take 
a good aim at that objet. The blood foon appearing through 
the hammock, the men who carried Oclah, threw him down, 
and the whole divifion immediately betook themfelves to flight. 


At this inftant the Agaow arrived, refumed the command, 
and was quickly in poffeffion of Davee’s head. This news no 
fooner reached the Poffu, than he made a precipitate retreat, 
with five wounds in his body. The fortune of the day being 
now changed in favour ofthe Dahomans, the few men who had 
been left to guard the town of Badagree, together with the wo- 
men and children, made their efcape in canoes, and fell down 
the river towards Lagos; fo that no more than two hundred 
fell into the hands of the Dahomans. But great was the car-. 
nage in the field of battle, the Agaow giving no quarter, till the 
Badagrees were reduced toa handful. After this engagement, 


fix thoufand heads were fold to the King of Dahomy by his 
foldiers. , 


Immediately after this decifive victory, the Agaow difpatched 
the Poffu in purfuit of the fugitive women. On the following 
day he overtook them; upon which they called out to him, 
that they belonged to Dahomy. While the Poffu was {peaking 
to them, he was joined by the Phufluppo, who had been fent 
by the Agzow to fupport him. Upon a confultation held by 
the two chiefs, it was determined, by the Phuffuppo’s advice, 
to return to head quarters, the women promifing to follow. 


It dees not appear what was the Phufluppo’s reafon for giving 
this edvice, and fo eafily relinquifhing fuch a confiderable prize : 
Bao, but 
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but it is certain the Agaow received the news with rage and 
indignation ; yet, as he had frequently witneffed the courage 
of thofe two officers, who ranked next to himfelf in the army, 
he judged it prudent to overlook their late condudt, and ftifle 
his refentment, not choofing to bring them into a f{crape with 
the King. 


The women arriving at a town in the neighbourhood of 
Lagos, were advifed by the King of that territory to remain 
there; for if they fhould proceed farther, he fhould be under 
the neceffity of felling them, or of delivering them up to Da- 
homy. This piece of commendable moderation in the King 
of Lagos, who might have appropriated the poor fugitives to 
himéfelf, delivered them from their fears, and they continued to- 
tefide there. 


Whilft the Poffu and Phufflupo were in queft of the women, 
the Agaow was employed in collecting the heads of the flain, 
and in fecuring the flaves on the field of battle, where he waited 
the return of the two generals, that they might accompany him 
to the town of Badagree, in order to feize the booty that might 
be found there. Five days had elapfed fince the evacuation of 
the town, in which interval the Ardrahs had poffefled themfelves 
of moft of the plunder, which they had tranfported, by means 
of their large canoes, and hid in the neighbouring falt works 
and {wamps ; fo that the Dahomans got but little booty in the 
late bloody conflict, except a few prifoners, and the heads of 
thofe who had fallen in the battle. 


The 
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Th: moft diftinguithedof the prifoners were fent by the Agaow 
to Adahoonzou, with a mefiage, intimating, that he waited for 
orders. The King foon returned an anfwer, inftructing him 
to make the Ardras paddle the army acrofs the river, and to 
purfue his route homewards by the beach. The reafon for this 
manceuvre was for fome time kept a fecret; but it was after- 
wards known that the King of Eyeo, expecting the Agaow’s 
return by the fame path in which his meflengers had conducted 
the army to Badagree, had fent a ftrong force to intercept him, 
and bring the Dahomans, with all their plunder, to Eyeo. The 
mefiengers, therefore, who had hitherto been their conductors, 
were extremely aftonifhed when the Agaow difmiffed them, and 
bid them make the beft of their way homewards. 


The Agaow and his troops, after this, were once more 
ferried over to the beach, by the Ardrahs, who there left them, 
in order to fecure their plunder. They were ftill fufpected of 
treachery by Adahoonzou ; but every man in Dahomy was 
forbid, at his peril, to fpeak difrefpectfully of them, for reafons 
which will appear in the fequel. 


The Dahoman army having marched along the beach, till 
they got into the territories of Ardrah, were invited to halt, and 
partake of a repaft, confifting of bullocks, hogs and theep, 
which had been provided, by order of the King of that country, 
who likewife beftowed fome prefents on the Agaow, and the 
re{t of the Dahoman chiefs. 


It was at this place that the Phuffupo recolleted the advice 
which he had given to the Poffu, refpecting the Badagree women; 
Bba2 in 
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in confequence, probably, of fome expreffions let fall by the 
Agzow on the occafion; for he had fent a meflage to that 
general, antecedent to his return to head-quarters, importing, 
“* That he fhould not give the King nor the A gaow the trouble 
‘* of enquiring into a matter which was too late to be remedied. 
‘© He had given his advice without malice, or any finifter in- 
** tentions, which, fince it was likely to produce cifagreeable 
“* confequences, his return home might be inconvenient both 
‘*to himfelf and to the Potfu—tha: he took the whoie blame 
‘© upon himfelf; and as the Poffu had no hare in it, he trufted 
“* he fhould be acquitted.” 


Thefe reflections prevailed with him to take the fatal refolu- 
tion of making away with himfelf, which he effected on the 
morning of the army’s departure from Porto-Novo beach, by 
applying the muzzle of a loaded piftol to his mouth. Thus 
fell the laft and oldeft of Ahadee’s generals. His death was 
much regretted by the King, who declared, that if he had 
returned, after fuch a glorious war, he fhould have received 
him kindly. The Poffu was not put to the neceffity of making 
any defence. 


CHA 
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C Jel 4 ee Ue 


Rejoteings fir the late vitory—Palace adorned with the fRulls 
of the vangquifbed—Barbarous mafacre of pryoners—Con jueft 
of Wemey. 


GREAT reyoicings followed this conqueft. Adahoonzou 
and his Caboceers danced round the palace for {everal fucceffive. 
days ; a profufion of victuals was expended in feafting; and a 
vaft quantity of brandy was confumed; while the heads of the 
vanquifhed Badagrees were daily exhibited, for the gratification 


of the aftonifhed multitude. 


Not contented with difplaying his barbarous trophies at Cal- 
mina, the King’s favage vanity led him to believe that the par- 
ticipation of fuch a fplendid ipectacle would be accept ible to 
the Europeans. Topab, accompanied by the chief eunuch, and 
a magnificent retinue, was fent down to the forts atc Grigwhee, 
with a number of the heads, attended by drums beating, and 
colours flying. This officer met with a very cold reception, 
the governors refufing to falute him, or to give his people any 
thing todrink. This piece of difrefpect was extremely mor- 
tifying to the King. 


ges. At the fucceeding Cuftoms, the finging-men had a 
fine opportunity of flattering the vain-glorious monarch. Ba- 
dagree was no longer adifagreeable theme. The air refounded 
with the notable exploits performed by the victorious army; and 

Echo, 
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Echo, from the adjacent woods, reverberated the * fronz names 
of the Male Oy/rer, till hoarfenefs and fatigue overpowered the 
vocal band. he officers and foldiers were liberally rewarded, 
by the diftribution of cowries and cloth; and the fkulls of the 
vanquifhed enemy were ordered to be applied to the decoration 
of the royal walls. 


The perfon, to whom the management of this bufinefs had 
been committed, having neglected to make a proper calculation 
of his materials, had proceeded too far in the work, when he 
found that there would not be a fufficient number of fkulls to 
adorn the whole palace. He therefore requefted permiffion 
to begin the work anew, that he might, by placing them far- 
ther apart, complete the defign in a regular manner. But the 
King would by no means give his confent to this propofal, 
obferving, ‘* That he fhould foon find a fufficient quantity of 
«© Badagree heads to render the plan perfectly uniform.” 


The operators, therefore, proceeded with the work till the 
fkulls were all expended, when the defective part of the walls 
was meafured, and a calculation made, by which it appeared, 
that one hundred and twenty-feven was the number wanted to 
finifh this extraordinary embellifhment. The prifons, where 
the wretched captives had been confined, were accordingly 
thrown open, and the requifite number of devoted victims 
dragged forth, to be flaughtered in cold blood, for this hellith 
purpofe. Previous to their execution, they were informed 
that the heads brought home by the Agaow had not been found 

fufficient 


* A phrafe, according to the Dahoman idiom, meaning his titles and exploits. 


Qi Hoga 
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futiicient to garnifh the palace, and that theirs were required to 
fupply the deficiency. This act of barbarity was greatly ap- 
plauded by all prefent. * 


It hath been already obferved, that the Dahomans had been 
duped by the Ardrahs, of which Adahoonzou was not infenfible. 
He had long meditated a blow at the King of Ardrah, his rela- 
tion; but as he had occafion for his fervices in thefe late expe- 
ditions, he had ftifled his refentment at his perfidious condud, 
till a fit opportunity fhould occur to throw. off the. mafk, and_ 
punifh him as he deferved. 


There were ftill feveral obftacles to prevent the execution- 
of the defign which the King of Dahomy had formed againtt- 
Ardrah ; the moft important of which was the friendthip of the. 
King of Eyeo with the latter, and the alliance of Wemey, a 
contiguous and refpectable ftate. Thefe obftacles Adahoonzou 
did his endeavour to furmount, in order to accomplifh his 
detign, without being very {crupulous about the means. He: 
fowed the feeds of diffention between the allied ftates of Wemey 
and Ardrah, fo effectually as to produce a rupture, which would. 
have been fatal to the latter, had not the forces of the former 
been repulfed by the cannon of Antonio Vaz, which turned the 
fortune of the day in favour of the Ardras; who, to prevent 
farther incurfions, fortified themfelves on the fide of Wemey 
with a ftrong clay wall and a moat. 


1786. 
* At this time there were fix flave fhips in the road of Whydah, a great 


{carcity of trade, and the price of a prime flave little fhort of thirty pounds . 
fterling. 
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1786. Soon after this tranfaction, Wemey became obnoxious 
to the King of Eyeo, on account of fome of his trading-men 
having been way-laid and robbed, by a party belonging to that 
ftate. Upon this occafion, the King of Eyeo begged that Ada- 
hoonzou might chaftife them, as it was too far for him to fend 
an army for that purpofe. Nothing could be more accepta- 
ble to the King of Dahomy than this commiffion, as it exactly 
accorded with his own views. 


"The people of Wemey, on the other hand, haftened their 
own deftruction, by fending an imprudent challenge to Ada- 
hoonzou, and threatening, that if he did not attack Wemey, 
they fhould march againft Dahomy. Adahoonzou anf{wered, 
in the fame boafting ftrain, that he fhould fend his Agaow, 
with a fupply of guns, powder, and iron,* for their ufe. 


The Agaow having received orders to prepare for war, beat 
his drum, formed his camp, and fummoned the whole Daho- 
man forces to repair to his ftandard. Adahoonzou invited the 
Mahees to become his auxiliaries in this enterprize, promifing 
that all the booty which they fhould acquire {hould be at their 
own difpofal. Accordingly, one hundred Caboceers from the 
different ftates of Mahee, with their numerous adherents, joined 


the Dahoman army. 


Thus ftrongly reinforced, the Agaow invefted Wemey in 
May 1786, and made himfelf mafter of it in November fol- 
lowing, having met with very little oppofition from the be- 

fieged, 


* Cut iron is ufed inftead of lead ball. 
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Geged, who, notwithftanding their bragging meflage, never 
ventured to try their ftrength with him, but remained inactive, 
till at lait, being reduced by hunger, they were obliged to fur- 


render at difcretion. 


Although this was a bloodlefs conqueft, a prodigious number 
of the miferable captives were afterwards put to death ; and of 
thofe who were permitted to live, numbers were fo emaciated 
with hunger, that they perifhed on the path, between Wemey 


end Calmina. 


Ceti IX; 


Exterprife againft Porto Novo—Redemption of the French 
prifsners—Meffaze of difapprobation from Eyeo—the Tame- 
gan goes fo Alladah, to make fetifh—Expedition againft the 
Whydahs. 


Da E King of Dahomy was exceffively elated with his late 
fuccefs, and nothing but the want of Eyeo’s permiifion pre- 
vented him from attacking Ardrah, which now lay open before 
him. This permiffion, it was faid, he had obtained, though 
in terms fomewhat ambiguous; Eyeo having confented that 
Adahoonzou might repel any infult that might be offered by 
the King of Ardrah; but at the fame time, ftrictly forbidding 

Ce the 
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the commencement of hoftilities, without leave firft afked and 
obtained. 


x 


The King of Dahomy having got this kind of half fan@ion,. 
did not fail to turn it to his own advantage. At this time 
there were no lefs than eleven French fhips in the road of 
Porto Novo, the port of Ardrah; and the daily debarkation of 
a large quantity of merchandize, afforded a favourable opportu-~ 
nity of making a fuccefsful excurfion to the beach; whilft 
the jealoufy at feeing fuch a number of fhipping in a neigh- 
bouring port, and only one brig in Whydah road, was a fre(h 
{pur to the meditated enterprife. 


In confequence of fecret orders, which had been given by 
Adahoonzou, the Coke, or fecond Caboceer, at Grigwhee, ac- 
companied by the Cakaow, the military officer who is ftationetl 
there, and about three hundred of the King’s foldiers, ftole out 
of town in the night, and on the fecond morning afterwards, 
at the break of day, arrived on Porto Novo beach. Fourteen 
Frenchmen, one Portuguefe, and upwards of eighty canoe- 
men from the Gold Coaft, here fell into the hands of the 
Dahomans, without refiftance. 


The Coke and the Cakaow returned with their prifoners, of 
whom they very well knew how to make the beft advantage. 
They entered into treaty with the governor of the French fort 
at Grigwhee, for their ranfom, which at laft was fixed at 

twenty- 
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twenty-fix * ounces of cowries for each white officer or boat- 
{wain of canoes, and twenty-four ounces for each failor and 
canoe-man ; amounting in the whole to about four thoufand 
and fix hundred pounds fierling—a very handfome booty ! 

The captors accepted of Monf. Gourg’s notes for the above- 
mentioned fum, without {cruple, as there had never been an 
inftance in that country of a white man refuling to honour his 
Written oblizations, fo that they pafs as current with the 
natives as moaey. This gentleman, who had been an officer 
in the French fervice, was admonifhed not to comply fo eafily 
with the exorbitant demands of the Dahomans, but he would 
not be advifed. 


The prifoners being thus redeemed, were delivered up to 
Monf. Gourg, the French governor; but upwards of thirty 
of the canoe-men died of the fmall-pox, which then raged in 
the country, before they could be conveyed to the refpective 
captains who had hired them on the Gold Coaft. 


It does not appear that the Dahomans found any other plun- 
der on the beach, befides the prifoners before mentioned ; 
but itis certain that the King of Ardrah was highly irritated at 
this infraction of the alliance which had lately fublifted between 
the two kingdoins. He immediately difpatched ambaffadors 
to tne King of Eyeo, complaining of this unprovoked breach 
of friendthip, which was followed by a meflage from that Prince, 

€cz2 repre~ 


* Thefe are ounces in trade, or currency, equal to forty fhillings each. 
An ounce in gold is reckoned at four pounds fterling; vide ante, p. 134. 
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reprehending the condu€&t of Adahoonzou, in terms the moft 
menacing and offenfive, forbidding him ever to think of a hoftile 
vifit to Ardrah in future, and telling him, ‘* That 4rdrah was 
<« Eyeo’s * callabafh, out of which nobody foould be permited to eat 
© but bimfelf.” 


The King of Dahomy was thunderftruck at this meflage,. 
which, however, he durft not refent, but was obliged to appeafe 
his irritated mafter, by dividing with him his late ill-gotten 
fpoil. 


Nor was this all: for fo great was his dread of Eyeo’s refent-- 
ment, that for many months afterwards, whenever any warlike 
preparations were made by that monarch, Adahoonzou was 
under the greateft apprehenfions that the kingdom of Dahomy. 
would feel the effects of his vengeance. 


This impreffion continued to difturb the Dahomans for a 
confiderable time afterwards ; fo that on the following year, 
1787, when the King of Eyeo made fome movements towards 
the Mahee country, Adahoonzou was fo much alarmed, that he 
fet all his people to work, to barricade and fecure the halls of 
his different palaces, that he might, in cafe of an attack, have 
fome places of fecurity, in which he might hide himfelf. 


The cloak of religion is often affumed to cover the mot 
atrocious actions. While Adahoonzou was bending all his 


endea- 


* The callabath, or gourd, is chiefly ufed in this country to ferve up foup, 
and other food; though it ferves alfo for other purpofes, fuch as bottles, drink- 
ing cups, and other utenfils, Some of them have been found to meafure.a 
yard in diameter. ‘Thefe are converted into wafhing-tubs. 
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endeavours to extirpate the human race, he did not forget to. 
folemnize the rites of fuperftition. His prime minifter, the 
Tamegan, was fent to 4//adah, one of his palaces, not many 
miles from Grigwhee, with a Goxg-gong-beater, many drums, 
a number of prieftsand attendants, to make /ez/d. The Euro- 
pean governors, and captains of fhips, took this opportunity to 
pay hima vifit, carrying each a {mall prefent, and’ were moft 
hofpitably entertained by this old and refpectable caboceer, who 
did every thing in his power to make the time of their flay 
agreeable. 


About this time, many movements were made by the different 
generals of war; three of whom were fent to Grigwhee, who, 
with the help of the town’s people, went againft the old Why - 
dahs, and returned with the pitiful acquifition of a few bafkets 
of falt. 


Not long after this nugatory expedition, it was reported, that 
the people of Porto Novo were about to invade Grigwhee, with 
Seffc* at their head. This Caboceer, for his fervices during 

the 


* Seffu, aman of a morofe and avaricious temper, was a native and Cabo- 
ceer of Ardrah. He had the management of the carriers, who tranfported the 
goods belonging to the fhipping, from Porto Novo beach, acrofs the lakes, to 
the town of Ardrah. Inthe execution of this office, he committed fuch extor-- 
tions and abufes, that the Englifh and French captains confpired againft him ; 
and, with the affiftance of Antonio Vaz, his enemy, drove him out of Ardrah, 
After his expu‘fion, he fettled in the vicinity of Badagree, with his numerous 
yaffals and dependants ; for he was powerful as well as rich. Having put himfelf 
under the protection of Badagree, and by means of his influence in the back . 
country, and the obftruction he gave to the traders going to Ardrah, by placing 
armed people in the paths, he actually contrived, for many years, to diverta. 
conficerable part of the trade of that place to his own town, and to Badagree, - 
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the inveftment of Badagree, had been promifed the fovereignty 
of that ftate by Adahoonzou. But hisaffirtance being no longer 
neceflary after the conqueft of that country, the promife had 
been forgotten, and Sefiu had taken poffeffion, without the 
King of Dahomy’s permiffion. ‘This monarch did not think 
fit to difturb the new felf-created Prince, on account of his 
precarious fituation with retpect to Eyeo; but finding that 
Seffu was meditating a blow againft the capital of Whydah, the 
moft vigorous meafures were taker to oppofe him, which had 
the defired effect; for the caboceer abandoned his projected 
enterprife, 


1788. The Annual Cuftoms were foon after celebrated in the 
ufual manner, a number of victims being immolated at the tombs 
of Adahoonzou’s departed anceftors. Upon this occafion, he 
made a long fpeech of acknowledgment to the European go- 
vernors, for the attention they had paid to the Tamegan during 
his refidence at Alladah. 


CTH AS? sae. 


Expedition to Croo-too-hoon-too— An embaffy from that Nation 
—Barbarous treatment of them by Adahoonzou—The Agaow 
attacks and vanquifbes the Ketoos. . 


Tue Eyeo army was ftillin the field; and the panic, occa- 
fioned by the apprehenfion of a hoftile vifit, continued to difturb 
the 
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the Dahomans; fo that noenterprife was thought of, till it was: 
known that the Eyeos were on their march homewards, which 
happened a conliderable time afterwards. 


Upon this, Adahoonzou, on fome affront, fent out his army 
againft acountry called Croo.-too-hoon-too. ‘The van, which was 
commanded by the Poffu, having on its march paffed a narrow 

efile, was fo vigoroufly attacked by the enemy, that this general 
was obliged to make a precipitate retreat, and endeavour to repafs 
the defile, where the Agaow had arrived with the main body.. 
This rencounter between the advancing and retreating troops,. 
occationed fo much confufion and confternation among the Da- 
homans, that if the Croo-too-hoon-toos had followed up their 
blow, net a fingle * umbrella would have got back to Calmina. 
But thefe people had no other object than felf-defence, and 
therefore were fatished with having repulfed and driven the 
invaders out of their territory. 


On the return of the army, the Agaow complained bitterly 
of the Poffu’s condué, to which he attributed the failure of the 
expedition; but the King was not difpofed to liften to his- 
reprefentations, to-the prejudice of that officer. 


Some months after this tranfaction, five of the Croo-too- 
hon-too Caboceers arrived in Dahomy, to pay homage to Ada- 
hoonzou, in the name of their country, faying, << That it was 
<¢ but natural to ftand on their defence, when attacked in their 

“© own. 


* The Jarze umbrellas, carried over the heads of the Caboceers, are at the 
fame time a defence againft the fun, and a mark of diftinction. 
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«¢ own houfes; that they were not confcious of having given 
‘¢ any caufe of umbrage to the King of Dahomy, and therefore 
¢ were much aftonifhed at the Agaow’s vifit; that, as they 
‘* preferred peace to war, they were unwilling to contend with 
«© fuch a powerful monarch, but rather were defirous of be- 
‘* coming his tributaries, and offering him a part of the pro- 
<¢ ductions of their country.” 


Adahoonzou, apparently, received them in the moft hof- 
pitable manner, treated them with all imaginable kindnefs, 
and difmiffed them with confiderable prefents. On the day 
after their departure, the Agaow, in confequence of having 
received fecret orders for that purpofe, followed them with 
fo much caution, that they entertained no fufpicion of his 
being fonearthem. ‘Two days after thefe Caboceers had reached 
their own country, and while the inhabitants repofed in feeming 
tranquillity, the Agaow unexpectedly attacked their town, put- 
ting men, women, and children to the fword. 


After this enormous and unparalleled act of perfidy, he pro- 
ceeded to rifle the houfes of the murdered, where he found, 
among other moveables, a variety of very curious dreffes, made 
of the {kins of fuch animals as the country produces. ‘Thefe 
were a very acceptable acquifition to Adahoonzou, who, after- 
wards, at the Cuftoms, exhibited them to the Europeans, 
except thofe that were made of tigers {kins; which animal, 
being the fetifh, or deity, of the country, it would have been 
facrilege to have expofed their {kins to public view. 


At 


HISTORY OF DAHOMY. 201 


At the time when thefe {poils were fhewn to the white men, 
by the King himfelf, while he ftood at the gate of his palac-, 
called * Gree ma zon baw, Adahoonzou remarked, ‘* Tha: this 
“© was buta fmall war; but that he was about to mae a ir: ly 
<¢ oreat one, which they fhould foon hear of.” 


1789. He was as good as his word; for the Cufoms were 
fcarcely finifhed, when he took upon truftall the guns and 
powder which could be found among the fhipping, atlembled 
all his fubjects, able to bear arms, and gave out, that he was 
going to oppofe the Popses, who had threatened to invade Why-~ 
dah ; telling the European governors, that they fhould fee him 
in perfon at Grigwhee, 


Adahoonzou left his own houfe, and made a camp feparate 
from that of thearmy ; the Tamegan and the Mayhou had like- 
wife theirs; and fo had the Yavougah, the Coke, and the 
Cakaow, which three laft-mentioned Caboceers had been called 
up from Grigwhee, their ufual ftation, to join the grand army. 


As the communication with Popo was at that time open, 
and there appeared no hoftile preparations on that fide, it was 
impoffible to difcover the intended deftination of this formida- 
blearmy. The fecret at laft was divulged, and it was known 
that the object of this expedition was Kefoo, the country where 
the fine red cotton cloths are manufactured. 


Dd The 


* You do not give a goat a plantation to fow corn in, 
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The town of Ketoo being furrounded by a large moat and 
a double wall, the inhabitants at firft bid defiance to the 
Agaow, telling him from the walls, that the large gate was 
open for his reception. This bravado was difregarded by the 
general, who contented himfelf, for the prefent, to pillage the 
neighbouring plantations. In the mean time, his fuccours 
arriving, he collected all his force, and prepared for a general 
affault; but before he proceeded to ftorm the town, he made a 
feint of retreating, which drew the enemy without the walls, 
to engage ; upon which he attacked them with dreadful carnage, 
killing or taking the greateft part of the befieged. 


Two thoufand prifoners, and a great number. of heads, were 
the firft fruit of this victory. The captives were carried in 
triumph to Dahomy, where nine-tenths of them were butchered 
in cold blood ; two hundred only being referved for fale. 


This victory was followed, as ufual, by feafting and rejoicing; 
anda flave apiece was given to the European governors at 
Grigwhee, as an acknowledgment for the preparations they had 
made, to oppofe the threatened invafion of the Popoes. 


CHAP, 


HISTORY OF DAHOMY. 293 


ConA bo eX. 


Death of Adahoonzou—King’s Devil killed—Maffacre of 
prifoners—and of the King’s women. 


THE conqueft of Ketoo was the laft remarkable tranfaction 
that happened during the reign of Adahoonzou. The time 
drew nigh that was to rid the earth of this fcourge of the human 
race. Mieiiages had been frequently brought from the King 
to the European governors, for fome time after the Ketoo 
victory ; but now it was a month jince any meffenger had 
arrived at Grigwhee, either from the King or his Caboceers. 
A certain gloom was apparent over the whole Dahoman empire. 
A myfterious filence prevailed. Every countenance betrayed 
a fecret which the tongue durft not reveal, The truth at 
laft came out—Adahoonzou was dead of the fmall-pox ! 


This diforder had not been attended with any unfavourable 
fymptoms; but the King, impatient under confinement, was 
defirous to convince his people that all was well with him. 
The * Gong-gong-beater had been commanded to fummon all his 
fubjeéts to the King’s door, in order to fee him; and he was 
actually on his way, from an inner apartment to the gate, accom- 
panied by fome of his women, when he was feized with a gid- 
dinefs, fell down, and expired. This happened on the 17th 


of April, 1789. 
Ddz The 


* This officer, who carries a rude kind of hand-bell in his left hand, made of 
hammered iron, and a ftick, fomewhat like a drum-ftick, in his right, is the 
public herald or crier, upon all occafions. 
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The women retired; the Tamegan made a fpeech to thofe 
who were affembled at the gate, informing them, ‘* That the 
‘King had intended to play a little in public, but was pre- 
‘* vented by fome particular bufinefs; that he defigned, how-~ 
‘© ever, very fhortly to fee his people, when he would put in 
*¢ execution his purpofe of diverting them.” 


The minifter had fcarcely concluded this thort addrefs, when 
aloud fhriek was heard from within the palace. ‘This was 
quickly communicated from Agoonah, where the King then lay, 
to Calminaand Pahou. ‘The whole kingdom was immediately 
in an uproar, the people beating their breafts, tumbling down, 
and exhibiting fuch marks of frenzy, that one would have 
thought the whole country had been feized with the fame 
diforder. Confufion and anarchy, as ufual on fuch occafions, 
univerfally prevailed; every body was armed, and frequent rob- 
beries were committed. 


The Caboceers, neverthelefs, attended to the main bufinefs, 
which was the conveyance of the corpfe to Abomey. They 
had it on the way three hours after the breath departed. The 
man called the Kzg’s Devil, was killed on the path, between 
Agoonah and Dawee; and on the arrival of the corpfe at the 
gate of Dahomy-houfe, at Abomey, /ixty-ezght men (ail Ketoos) 
were maflacred, before it was carried into the houfe. 


The butchery now began among the women, who immedi- 
ately proceeded to deftroy one another; and this fcene continued 
for two days anda half. Human nature’ fhrinks at the recital. 
of fuch horrible fas. The fimple narration is futiciently 
thocking, without the detail of the particular Oa 

at 
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that marked this bloody fcene. Suffice it to obferve, that fve 
hundred and ninety-five women were murdered by their compa- 
nions on this occafion, and fent, according to the notion 
that prevails in this unhappy country, to attend Adahoonzou in 
the other world. 


Curia, &. XII. 


Earthjuake at Abomey—Reflections on Adahoonzou’s conduff— 
Ajcendancy of Eyeo—Punifhment of Paufiie and ber hufband, 


BEForE we begin the life of the new monarch, it may 
not, perhaps, be amifs to relate fome farther particulars that 
occurred during Adahoonzou’s reign, which could not hitherto. 
be conveniently introduced, without interrupting the connexion 


of the foregoing hiftory. 


Upon the return of the Agaow from the expedition againft 
Croo-too-hoon too, the Eyeo meffengers being then at Calmina, 
the King did not choofe to communicate to them the fuccefs. 
of his arms, Icft they fhould make a demand of the fpoil for 
the ute of their mafter. For it had been ufual for them, on the: 
eve of the return of the Dahomans from any victory, to covet 
every thinz they faw in Dahomy that was curious or valuable. 
The Kingz, therefore, had directed the Agaow to proceed to 
Abomey, and depofit his plunder there ; and in the mean time. 
Adahoonzou haitened to difmifs the Eyeo ambafladors. 

When. 
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When the King afterwards went to Abomey, and had feated 
himfelf amid{t his Caboceers, to examine the booty, they were 
exceedingly alarmed by an uncommon motion of the earth, 
svhich fhook the ftoels on which they fat, and threw down a 
part of the walls of the palace. It was the fhock of an earth- 
quake, which was felt, not only at Abomey, but extended to 
Agoonah, Calmina, and feveral of the neighbouring villages. 


As no event of this nature had been handed down by tra- 
dition, the Dahomans applied to the Europeans for an explica- 
tion of this extraordinary phenomenon, With the view of 
bringing about a reformation in the conduét of Adahoonzou, 
they informed him, that the Almighty took this method of 
fignifying his difpleafure at the crimes committed by mortals ; 
and that it was notuncommon, upon certain occafions, for the 
earth to open and {wallow up towns, and even whole provinces, 
with all their inhabitants. It does not, however, appear that 
this reprefentation produced any alteration in the King’s beha- 
viour. 


Although Adahoonzou poffeffed a great fhare of perfonal 
courage, he appears to have been remarkably deficient in every 
other endowment requifite for the government of a great king 
dom. His bravery, and enterprifing {pirit, ferved only to point 
him out as the fit engine for accomplifhing the withes of his 
more politic and formidable neighbour and mafter, the King 
of Eyeo. 


This remark will account for the conquefts which the King 
of Dahomy had been permitted to make, without the interrup- 
| tion 
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tion or interference of Eyeo. Ardrah had been the intermediate 
tool, by whofe inftigation Adahoonzou had been prompted to 
harafs his neighbours; and Eyeo got the major part of the 
fpoil that had been acquired by Adahconzou’s victories. 


The King of Dahomy was made to believe, that the whole 
trade of the Europeans was to center at Whydah, and that all 
the flaves who were brought to Ardrah, fhould be fent to Grig- 
whee for fale. This turned out to be a fcandalous impofition : 
for the King of Ardrah foon ftopped all communication with 
Whydah. The meflengers from Porto Novo * were no longer 
feen at the King of Dahomy’s Cuftoms; and the Dahoman 
traders, who had been accuftomed to vifit Ardrah, were no 
more allowed that liberty. 


The excurfion of the Dahomans to Porto Novo beach, 
therefore, is not to be wondered at; and Ardrah moft probably 
would have received a more fevere chaftifement, but for the 
interference of Eyeo. 


Adahoonzou was extremely exafperated at having been made 
the dupe of the people of Ardrah, and left no method untried 
to fet Eyeo againft them ; but they were too rich, and conftantly 
defeated Dahomy’s defigns, by heaping a profufion of prefents 
on the King of Eyeo. Porto Novo road was feldom without 
feven or eight large French fhips, and the richeft European 
commodities were continually pafling from thence, to be pre- 
fented to the King of Eyeo, a very clofe-fifted and threwd 
monarch, 


Contrary 
» The fea-port of Ardrah, 
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Contrary to the ufage of his predeceffors, Adahoonzou bore 
very hard on his fabjects, who had fettled under the different 
European forts. When any * pa/aver obliged them to repair to’ 
Dahomy, they were fure to be caft, and lofe their liberty or 
lives: for if they happened to clude the ftroke of the fcimitar, 
they were fold, and the amount carried to the King. 


The following anecdote will ferve as a {pecimen of the man- 
ner in which Adahoonzou ferved delinquents of this kind. A 
woman named Paufie, who lived under the prote€tion of the 
French fort, and had acquired confiderable property by trade, 
to the amount of feventy flaves, and upwards, had inGnuated 
herfelf into the good graces of Monf. Olvier, the former gover- 
nor of the French fort at Grigwhee, by her dexterity in her pro- 
feffion. 


This woman ufed to follow her hufband, who was alfo a con- 
fiderable trader, to Dahomy, where fhe made many friends, and 
among others, fome of the Eyeonation, Olivier, who was pof- 
fefled of fome valuable coral, which he could not difpofe of at 
Grigwhee, for the price it merited, had employed Pauffie to 
fell it for him ; and fhe accordingly had difpofed of it to the 
Eyeo meffengers, at an extravagant price. 


It had been likewife the practice of this woman to fell iron -F 
bars; which, for the convenience of concealment, were cut into 
pieces 

* From the Portuguefe word palabra, a word; but ufed for di/pute or law/ust, 


+ Iron, guns, powder, and coral, are not permitted to be fold to any body 
but the King, or to his minifters, for hime 
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pieces of the neceffary length for hoes, and other implements of 
agriculture; and which iron had likewife been ufuaily fur- 


nithed by Monf. Olivier. 


The Eyeo meflengers having carried the coral to their own 
country, it fome how fell into the hands of their King, and of 
confequence produced an enquiry, how it had been obtained. 
Now it feems, coral had formed no part of the tribute which 
had lately been paid by the King of Dahomy; upon the plea, 
that for a long while there had been none to be found in the 
country, as there had been no fhips in Whydah road for a con- 


fiderable time. 


The King of Eyeo fent a fpecial meffenger to the Dahoman 
Monarch, to reprehend him for the fuppofed fubterfuge, and 
to fhew him the coral which had been purchafed in his country; 
informing him at the fame time, that Adahoonzou knew he 
held his dominions no longer than whilft he regularly paid his 
tribute; and when he neglected that, Dahoiny belonged to Eyeo. 


This mefiage was very mortifying to Adahoonzou; who re- 
folved to make a fevere example of thofe who had been the 
occafion of it. <A ftri€t enquiry was immediately fet on foot; 
and the difpofer of the coral, together with her hufband, were 
feon apprehended. The latter was fold, and died on board a 
this in Whydah road. The woman was carried up to Dahomy, 
where, it was faid by fome, that fhe had been chopped in pieces ; 
though cthers affirmed, that the King of Eyeo had interfered, 


and faved her life. 
Ee Eight 
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Eight days had elapfed before thefe circumftances became 
public; but Mr. Abfon, who had received intelligence of 
Pauffie’s fate fomewhat earlier, advifed Monf. Olivier to fecure 
her property. To this prudent advice he lent a deaf ear, which 
he quickly repented; for foon afterwards the Yavougah, and 
other officers, with a King’s meffenger at their head, and fol- 
lowed by a number of attendants armed, entered the hall in 
the French fort, and kiffing the floor, as is ufual when charged. 
with King’s meflage, faid, «* That a woman, named Pauflie, 
** belonging to the French fort, had got into the King’s pa/aver ; * 
‘that he hoped Monf. Olivier would not countenance her be- 
‘haviour, by making any refiftance to the execution of his 
‘* commiffion, which was, to level her houfe with the ground, 
‘* and to feize cowries, flaves, and every thing which he might 
‘* find, and carry them to the King.” 


The old governor refented this outrage, fo contrary to the 
civility and refpect which was due, and always had been paid, 
to the Europeans; and faid, that he would fooner perifh in the 
ruins of the fort, than fubmit to fuch a grofs indignity. The 
Yavougah, however, perfifted in putting the royal orders into 
execution. Olivierloaded his guns, and ordered the matches. 
to be lighted ; but he did not think proper to proceed to extre- 
mities. Pauffie’s effects, therefore, were all feized, and carried 
to Dahomy ; her debtors were obliged to pay whatever was due 
to her; but her creditors demands againft her were {couted. 


CHAP.. 


* Was under the King’s profecution. 
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Cyr GA P. XIII. 


Injiances of fevere punifoment—The King becomes trader— 
Defiruéiive confequences of bis interference. 


A LTHOUGH the King of Dahomy’s women be guarded 
with eaftern jealoufy, and the violators of the royal bed feldom 
efcape punifhment; yet intrigues of this kind, in Adahoonzou’s 
reign, had not been uncommon. It happened during that 
epocha, that a dangerous female confpiracy had been formed 
again{t the liberties of the people. Some of the ladies of the 
feraglio, who bore evident marks of gallantry, having been quef- 
tioned concerning their paramours, named upwards of oxe hun 
dred and fifty men, belonging to fome villages in the neighbour. 
hood of Calmina. Thefe were all fold, although moft of them 
were afterwards found to have been innocent, by the confeflion 
of a woman who difcovered the plot. 


During the cuftomary anniverfary that happened previous to 
the King’s death, one of the filver ornaments, which had been 
preferved fince the time of Weebaigah, third King of Dahomy, 
was milfing. After a moft rigid fearch, it was found in the 
hands of one of the King’s fmiths, to whom it had been deli- 
vered by a captain, and a boy belonging to the Sawgan. ‘hefe 
tivo people, who had cut the filver to pieces, for the purpofe of 
of being made into rings, were immediately feized, and carried 
from the King’s gate to the market-place, preceded by the 
King’s Gong-gong-beater, who made a fpeech to the populace, 
purporting, ‘‘ That the King was about to make the prifoners 

E62 “* keepers 
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‘* keepers of his treafure, while he celebrated the memory of 
‘¢ his anceftors.”” Upon which they were knocked down,.: their 
bellies opened, and filled with falt, in the prefence of all the 
Caboceers and vaffals, who had been fummoned together to 
attend this cruel execution. 


Notwithftanding this fevere punifhment, fome of the people 
were daring enough to fteal feveral of the flrings of cowries, 
with which the King had taken a fancy to ornament his dif- 
ferent palaces. Some of the perpetrators being difcovered, 
were obliged to make atonement at the expence of their lives. 


Upon another occafion, a man, who had been Adahoonzou’s 
fervant, during his minority, in his father’s life time, became 
the object of his vengeance. ‘This man had a connexion with 
one of the King’s women, and was detected making his efcape 
with her. The woman was carried back to the palace, and 
the man imprifoned in the Mayhou’s houfe. One day, foon 
after, the King came out in a great hurry, attended only by two 
foldiers, and walking to the Mayhou’s houfe, he ordered the 
delinquent to be brought forth, and cut to pieces in his prefence. 


Many inftances of a fimilar kind might be produced; but 
the foregoing will fuffice to thew the reader the vaft difpropor- 
tion between crimes and punifhments in this unhappy country :. 
which is not to be wondered at, when it is confidered how 
many human creatures have been put to death during this. 
bluody reign, without having committed amy crime at all. 


Having 
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Having given fome {pecimens of Adahoonzou’s adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, let us take notice of the effets produced by his 
interference in commerce. 


In confequence of the failure of fome of his expeditions, the’ 
King took it into his head, that it was owing to the intrigues 
of altens refiding in his dominions. He therefore ordered the 
Gong-gong to be beat; giving warning to all ftrangers, Eyeos 
excepted, immediately to quit the kingdom: alledging, that 
whenever any expedition was on foot, his defigns were by them 
commiunicated tothe enemy; fo that the Agaow had been rarely 
fuccetsful, and often came off with hard blows. 


To make amends for his bad fuccefs in war, he was refolved 
to try the effect of a monopoly in trade; a profeffion which his 
anceftors had confidered as ignoble, and which they had never 
put in practice, except through the medium of their Cabo~- 
eeers. 

Accordingly, he iffued a proclamation, that no trader fhould; 
at any market, pay more than thirty-two * cabeffes of cowries 
for a man, and twenty-fix cabeffes for a woman, flave. In con- 
fequence of which decree, he himfelf commenced trader, and. 
began to buy flaves on his own account at thofe prices: fetting 
his men to watch the traders, and confifcate their flaves and 
themielves, if vendible, for every breach of his ordinance ; and 
if the traders fo offending fhould not be faleable, they were to 
be beheaded. 

The. 


* A cabefs, cabeca, or head of cowries, is ten fhillings fterling,. V.p..135.. 
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The pretext for thefe wz/e regulations was, that the treafure 
might be kept in his own country, and that it might not go to 
enrich the Mahees and Nagoes. ‘This new edict was very much 
approved of bya certain defcription of people, who had nothing 
to lofe; but the real traders faid, all was going to perdition. 
For they remarked, that the Mahees, Nagoes, and other inland 
merchants, would naturally feek other channels for their com- 
merce, and that they would come no more through the Daho- 
man dominions. It turned out exactly as they had predicted: 
the trade flowing on one fide to Wemey, for the Porto Novo 
market; and on the other, to Pe/bie, for the Popo and Quitta 
markets; at which places the traders might freely buy guns, 
powder, and iron; articles forbidden to be dealt in by ftrangers 
in Dahomy ; except the latter, when manufactured into imple- 


ments of hufbandry. 


All this did not open Adahoonzou’s eyes ; fo that the Agaow 
was frequently fent out to lay inambufh, and catch fuch traders, 
with their flaves, as he could lay his hands on: fometimes he 
was fuccefsful, but oftener got nothing. 


The King’s avarice did not ftop here; for having experienced 
the fweets of gain, thus cheaply acquired, he ordained, that 
every trader, poffefling two flaves, fhould relinquith one, and the 
beft of them, to him; and if three, two were to be the King’s, 
he paying the price which himfelf had fixed, in rung cowries, 
at the gate of the palace. For this purpofe, his women were 
kept conftantly employed ftringing them; in the execution of 
which, they took care that there fhould be a deficiency of from 

three 


wii 
oq! 
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three to fix per *ftring. Nor was the trader allowed any con- 
f.jeration whatever for his trouble, expences, or the duties he 
had been obliged to difburfe on the journey. 


All this caufed general murmurings and difcontent; many 
bankruptcies enfued ; and fome confiderable traders, who had 
pofieffed property to the value of fixty or feventy flaves, were 
reduced to beggary. Some bore this reverfe of fortune with 
{urprifing magnanimity; others feeing all go to deftruction, 
fickened, and died, as commerce had done before them. 


To fill up the meafure of oppreflion, under which his com- 
mercial fubjeéts laboured, the King impofed additional duties, 
which, for a while, gave the revenue a flourifhing appearance ;. 
but, like the laft efforts of an expiring man, this tranfitory delu- 
fion quickly vanifhed. 


Nobody, however, durft {peak out. Hints, indeed, had often 
reached the royal ear; but they were difregarded. The Cabo- 
ceers, in a body, ventured to rernonftrate; but they were 
accufed of a confpiracy againft the King’s life; in confequence 
of which, a pa/aver arofe, that took upwards of two months to 
fettle. As the laft refource, the European governors were 
requefted to reprefent to the King, the pernicious confequences 
of his meafures. Upon their interference, he promifed to 

relieve 


* Forty cowries make one ftring, if loofe ; 39, when ftrung: the 40th being. 
atlowed for the piercing and ftringing. V. Introduction. 
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relieve his fubjects, but failed in the performance. In fhort, 
Whydah, which had always been a precarious port of trade 
fince its conquelt by Trudo, was for fome years without any 
trade at all. 


CUE Aa Ae 


Adahoonzou’s fpecch, upon hearing what had paffed im England 
upon the fubject of the Slave-trade. 


x S a proof that Adahoonzou was not at a lofs for arguments 
to defend the conduct of himfelf and his predeceffors, when 
neceflary, we fhall clofe that Prince’s hiftory, with the heads of 
a f{peech, made by him upon an occafion which is about to be 
taken notice of, and which took up ¢wo ours in the delivery ; 
for the Dahomans are extremely verbofe.* Governor -- Abfon 
having taken an opportunity of communicating to Adahoonzou 
fome of the particulars refpecting the Slave-trade, which had 
become the fubject of converfation, and parliamentary enquiry, 


In 


* If Mr. Abfon fuppofes long fpeeches are confined to Europe and Africa, 
he is miftaken: the Brafilians were famous for this fpecies of rhetoric long 
ago. When they wifhed to excite the people to war, their Eldermen, from 
their hammocks, harangued their auditors, on the virtues and wrongs of their 
anceftors, for fx hours together. Purchas’s Pilgrims, 1036. 


+ The prefent Governor of William’s Fort, who has refided there fince 
1766, and is well acquainted with the language. 
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in this country ; and having carried with him fome of the pam- 
phlets for and againft the abolition of that trafick, which he 
read to him, in Adahoonzou’s native language; the King littened 
with great attention ; and though bufinefg feveral times broke 
in upon the narration, ftill requefted Mr. Abfon, after every 
interruption, to proceed. When the whole was finifhed, the 
King {poke as follows: 


<* T admire the reafoning of the white men; but, with all 
«‘ their fenfe, it does not appear that they have thoroughly 
“* ftudied the nature of the blacks, whofe difpofition differs as 
<¢ much from that of the whites, as their colour. The fame 
<« Great Being formed both; and fince it hath feemed conve- 
<* nient for him to diftinguifh mankind by oppofite complec- 
“* tions, it is a fair conclufion to prefume, that there may beas 
<* oreata difagreement in the qualities of their minds. There 
cris lie wite a remarkable difference between the countries 
“which weinhabit. You, Englifhmen, for inftance, as I have 
«« been informed, are furrounded by the ocean, and, by this fitua- 
“* tion, feem intended to hold communication with the whole 
<¢ world, which you do by means of your fhips; whilft we Daho- 
“‘ mans, being placed on a large continent, and hemmed in 
<¢ amidit a variety of other people, of the fame complexion, but 
‘* (peaking different languages, are obliged, by the tharpnefs cof 
‘four fivords, to defend ourfelves from their incurfions, and 
‘* punith the depredations they make on us. Such condué in 
<‘them is productive of inceflanat wars. Your countrymen, 
‘* therefore, who alledge that we go to war for the parpofe of 
‘* fupplying your fhips with flaves, are grofsly miftaken. 


ease ‘You 
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<¢ You think you can work a reformation, as you call it, in 
«¢ the manners of the blacks; but you ought to confider the 
«« difproportion between the magnitude of the two countries; and 
“<* then you would foon be convinced of the difficulties that muft 
‘¢ be furmounted, to change the fyftem of fuch a vaft country 
‘*as this. We know you are a brave people, and that you 
“« might bring over a great many of the blacks to your opinions, 
«« by the points of your bayonets; but to effect this, a great 
<‘ many muft be put to death, and numerous cruelties muft be 
“‘ committed, which we do not find to have been the praétice 
‘fof the whites: befides, that this would militate againft 
«© the very principle which is profefled by thofe who with to 
<¢ bring about a reformation. 


«© In the name of my anceftors and myfelf I aver, that no 
«* Dahoman man ever embarked in war merely for the fake of 
‘* procuring wherewithal to purchafe your commodities. I, 
«¢ who have not been long matter of this country, have, without 
««thinking of the market, killed many thoufands, and I fhall 
«© kill many thoufands more. When policy or juftice requires 
‘* that men be put to death, neither filk, nor coral, nor brandy, 
«« nor cowries, can be accepted as fubititutes for the blood that 
<¢ ought to be fpilt for example fake. Befides, if white men 
«« chufe to remain at home, and no longer vifit this country 
‘© for the fame purpofe that has ufually brought them hither, 
<¢will black men ceafe to make war? I anfwer, by no 
««means. And if there be no fhips to receive their captives, 
«‘ what will become of them? I anfwer for you, they will be 
“© put to death. Perhaps you may afk, how will the blacks 
‘« be furnifhed with guns and powder? I reply by another quef- 

** tlon, 
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“tion; had we not clubs, and bows, and arrows, before we 
‘‘ knew white men? Did you not fee me make Cuftom for 
** Weebaigah, the third King of Dahomy? And did you 
** not obferve, on the day fuch ceremony was performing, 
** that I carried a bow in my hand, and a quiver filled with 
‘© arrows, on my back? Thefe were emblems of the times, 
‘© when, with fuch weapons, that brave anceftor fought and 
** conquered all his neighbours. God made war for all the 
** world; and every kingdom, large or fmall, has practifed it 
** more or lefs, though perhaps ina manner unlike, and upon 
‘* different principles. Did Weebaigah fell flaves ? No; his pri- 
«* foners were all killed to aman. What elfe could he have 
*¢ done with them? Was he to let them remain in his country, 
“© to cut the throats of his fubjects? This would have been 
«* wretched policy indeed, which, had it been adopted, the 
‘* Dahoman name would have long ago been extinguifhed, 
**inftead of becoming, as it is at this day, the terror of 
‘« furrounding nations. What hurts me moft is, that fome 
‘* of your people have malicioufly reprefented us in books, which 
‘never die, alledging, that we fell our wives and children, 
** for the fake of procuring a few kegs of brandy. No; weare 
** fhamefully belied; and I hope you will contradict, from my 
‘© mouth, the fcandalous ftories that have been propagated ; 
«and tell pofterity that we have been abufed. We do, indeed, 
«¢ fell to the white men a part of our prifoners, and we have a 
‘* right fo todo. Are not all prifoners at the difpofal of their 
** captors? And are we to blame, if we fend delinquents to a 
‘* far country? I have been told, you do the fame. If you 
‘* want no more flaves from us, why cannot you be ingenuous, 
‘¢ and tell the plain truth; faying, that the flaves you have 

ie ** already 
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*¢ already purchafed, are fufficient for the country for which you 
bought them; or that the artifts, who ufed to make fine 
things, are all dead, without having taught any body to 
‘imake more? But fora parcel of men with long heads, to 
«* fitdown in England, and frame laws for us, and pretend to 
«¢ dictate how we are to live, of whom they know nothing, 
never having been ina black man’s country during the whole 
courfe of their lives, is to me fomewhat extraordinary. No 
«¢ doubt, they muft have been biafied by the report of fome one 
who has had to do with us; who, for want of a due knowledge 
‘of the treatment of flaves, found that they died on his hands, 
and that his money was loft; and feeing others thrive by the 


‘‘ traffic, he, envious of their good luck, has vilified both black 
‘¢ and white traders. 


«You have feen me kill many men at the Cuftoms; and 
you have often obferved delinquents at Grigwhee, and others 
‘¢ of my provinces, tied, and fentup tome. I kill them; but 
do I ever infift on being paid for them? Some heads I order 
“© to be placed at my door; others to be ftrewed about the 
«‘ market-place, that people may ftumble upon them when 
“* they little expect fuch a fight. This gives a grandeur to my 
** Cuftoms, far beyond the difplay of fine things which I buy. 
‘© This makes my enemies fear me, and gives me fuch a name 
«in the *4ujh. Befides, if I fhould neglect this indifpenfible 
«¢ duty, would my anceftors fuffer me to live ? Would they not 
<¢trouble me day and night, and fay, that I fent nobody to 
<¢ ferve them ; that I was only folicituus about my own name, 

“and 


* The country expreffion for the woods, 
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“* and forgetful of my anceftors ? White men are not acquainted 
«¢ with thefe circumftances ; but I now tell you, that you may 
“¢ hear, and know, and inform your countrymen, why Cuftoms 
“«¢ are made, and will be made, as long as black men continue to 
** pofiefs their own country. The few that can be {pared from 
«© thisnecefiary celebration, we {fell to the whitemen. Andhappy, 
“* no doubt, are fuch, when they find themfelves on the path 
«© for Grigwhee, to be difpofed of tothe Europeans. We shall 
*¢ fill drink water,* fay they to themfelves; white men will not 
‘ killus; and we may even avoid punifhment, by ferving our new 


© mafters with fidelity.” 


All this, and much more to the fame purpofe, adds Mr. 
Abfon, was faid by the Dahoman Monarch, in my prefence, 
however incredible it may appear in England: and I can fee 
no reafon to doubt it, unlefs we fuppofe that common fenfe is. 
confined within narrower limits than experience fhéws it to bee. 


* Meaning, ‘* We fhall ftill live.” 


HISTORY or DAHOMY. 


PART THE FOURTH. 
CONTAINING 


THE INTRODUCTION TO 


T H E L | 


OF 


WHEENOOHEYH, 


THE PRESENT KING. 


(GC Ne lee il 


New King’s accefion—Speech—Expedition—Cruel treatment of 
the French Governor. 


As foon as Adahoonzou’s remains were depofited in Dahomy- 
houfe, at Abomey, Wheenoohew, his fon and fucceffor, rufhed 
into the palace, and put a ftop to the carnage among the women. 
This Prince, who affumed the name of Se-do-zaw, (wherever 


I rub I leave my feent), had three competitors, two of whom 
: were 
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were brothers to the late King; and the third was a man who 
had been fold and carried to Brazil, in Ahadee’s time, but had 


been redeemed by Adahoonzou- 


However, the ftruggle for the fucceffion was not fo violent 
as to occalion the lofs of any lives; the Tamegan having taken 
every neceflary precaution to prevent bloodfhed; and being 
indeed very active and attentive on this memorable occafion. 


No provifions were expofed to fale during the {pace of feveral 
days after Sedozaw’s acceffion, which afforded a pretext for the 
commiffion of many diforders; but the interference of the Ta- 
megan foon put an end to all confufion, and the new King 
promifed to indulge his fubjects with many privileges; on which 
account Whenoohew’s reign commenced with confiderable 
éclat. He redreffed the grievances of the traders, by removing 
the oppreflive reftri€tions which had been. laid upon them by 
his father. He relieved them, in particular, from the intolera-. 
ble impofts, which had given the finifhing ftroke to commerce ;. 
and incorporated the revenue-officers, that had been employed 
to collect them, with the army. 


The venerable Tamegan, who had been always refpected by 
the Europeans, as well as by the natives, but who had been 
neglected in the late reign, became the favourite of Wheenoo- 
hew, whoconfulted him on every important occafion, honouring 
him with frequent perfonal vifits at the minifter’s own houfe’s, 
a mark of royal refpect and condefcenfion unknown in former. 
reigns, 


The 


224 TiS) 10 RYO Ee DD PASHEO Rin Yi. 


The ancient cuftom, however of celebrating the memory of 
the deceafed Dahoman Kings, by the effufion of human blood, 
ftill prevailed to fuch a degree, that Wheenoohew, upon his 
firft vit to his father’s tomb, took’with him forty-eight men, 
tied, ordering, from time to time, one or two of them to be 
killed in the path, and faying, «* He would walk in blood, all 
«« the way from Calmina to Abomey, to fee his father.” 


On Wheenoohew’s firft entry into the royal palace, he made 
a long fpeech to his fubje&ts, wherein he declared, ‘* That he 
<« was refolved to adminifter juftice with a rigorous and impartial 
<< hand; and adviling them to keep clear of palavers; for that 
«© he would kill or fell all thofe who fhould be found to have 
‘¢ promoted unneceffary litigation. He told them, that he had 
‘¢ adopted Ahadee’s principles of governing, to which he fhould 
«© adhere; that he would hear no complaints but through his Ca- 
<¢ boceers; and threatened to punifh with inftant death, the leaft 
‘¢ whifper to his women: a crime that had been too common 
<¢ in his father’s time. He decreed, that all trading men fhould 
«* pay the duties to their refpective mafters, and not to him; for 
«¢ he wanted no prefents but from his Caboceers, neither would 
«‘ he beftowany. They fhould be allowed full liberty to trade; 
‘«¢ and every one fhould follow his own occupation, of whatever 
<¢ denomination; but he cautioned all to avoid getting into 
<¢ fcrapes with him, fince, if they did, they would be fure to 
<* repent of it; for he knew nobody, nor was he inclined to 
*« make any new acquaintance.” 


1790. The firft warlike expedition of Whenoohew was 
directed againft Baigee, a Mahee province, from whence the 
Agaow 
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Agaow returned, with the head of the Caboceer and a few cap- 
tives. Thefe were fent to Abomey, to be flaughtered, for the 
purpofe of filling up Adahoonzou’s grave. The Agaow was 
fick when he undertook this enterprife, and died foon after his 
return. The fame day was likewife marked by the death of 
{rooks0, who had been one of the competitors for the throne. 


About this time, the King of Dahomy was extremely irri- 
tated at the indecent and infolent behaviour of the King of Ar- 
drah, who had fet apart a whole week for the celebration 
of Adahoonzou’s death; during which, there had been one 
continued fcene of drunkennefs and revelling night and day, 
accompanied with an inceffant difcharge of cannon, and fongs 
of execration to Adahoonzou’s memory. This was fo offenfive 
to \W heenoohew, that, upon being informed of the Ardrah orgies, 
he is faid to have fhed tears. He fummoned the Caboceers 
and people to the gates of his palace, told them of this flagrant 
affront, and faid, that if the King of Ardrah were not protected 
by Eyeo, he fhould immediately fend his whole force to chaftife 
him for fuch a fcandalous infult. 


A new Agaow was foon after made, and the army fent once 
more agzinft Mahee; but the rivers at that time being {welled 
by the rains, it was obliged to retire, without effecting any 
thing. The Agaow having made the King acquainted with 
his ill fuccefs, was not permitted to come home, but was fent 
againft the old Whydahs, the military officers at Grigwhee 
having been ordered to join him with all their forces. 


Gg ahs 
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‘This too was an expedition marked with no event,, 
except the deftruction of the plantations through which the 
trcops had paffed ; who indifcriminately devoured the fruits of 
the earth belonging to friend or foe. 


A third unfuccefsful enterprife increafed thefe evils to fuch a 
degree, as to threaten a famine in that part of the kingdom 
which had been expofed to fuch predatory excurfions. 


The next expedition was more fuccefsful; the general having 
returned, though it does not appear from what country, with 
about three hundred prifoners, which were all killed at Abomey, 
to fill up Adahoonzou’s grave: nor did thefe fuffice; for 
another excurfion againft the Mahees having prodoced one 
hundred and feventy captives, feveral of them were afterwards 
killed at Abomey, for the fame purpofe. 


The new King, however, did not feem fatisfied with thefe 
trifling fuccefles. It behoved him, after the example of his 
anceftors, to provide liberally for the celebration of the firft 
grand Cuftoms for his father; and as this anniverfary was 
now near at hand, he fufpended two of his generals, the Poffu 
and the Zoheino, and put others in their room, from whom he 
expected a better account of his enemies. 


he army, after this, marched to a Mahee country, border- 
ing on Ketoo, from whence they returned with upwards of ove 
thoufand prifoners, which are referved for the folemnization of 
thefe grand Cuftoms.* 
, About 


* The folemn coronation, if we may fo call it, of the King, was deferred, 
1i)] the grand Cuftoms, which were to be held in the beginning of the 
approaching 
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About this time, Monf. Gourg, the French Governor, 
having become obnoxious to the natives, his expulfion from 
the country was determined upon, and put into execution in a 
manner as cruel as unprecedented. 


This gentleman, who had the misfortune to lofe an arm in 
the fervice of his country, was, not many months after the 
acceflion of Wheenoohew, one afternoon, -feized between the 
Englifh and French forts, bya party, under the dire¢tion of a 
man, called d/indahos, who, after infulting him in the French 
language, and even beating him, carried him to the Captain's 


+ free. 


Monf. Gourg was there bound, and carried from thence to 
the beach, where he was cbliged to remain all night on the 
fand, expofed to the mufquitos and fand flies, till five o’clock 
next morning, when he was thrown into a canoe, in a manner 
never practifed even towards a black man. 


The furf on the beach, and the breakers on the bar, on this 
occafion, happened to be fo high, that it was deemed, by the 
Gea » canoe- 


approaching year; as alfo another ceremony, which was neceflary to be per- 
formed, namely, his inauguration at Alladah ; where, according to cuftom, he 
was to be invefted with a fine coat, 2s a token of his fovereignty over that king= 
dom. This folemnity, which may take place before the other, had been 
retarded, on account of the indifpofition of the Tamegan, who had been feized 
with a paralytic diforder, from which he was then recovering; and it was 
expected, that he would quickly accompany the King to Alladah, in order to 
make a fpeech on that occafion. 

A larze tree, not far from the fort, where the Viceroy receives the captains 


aie 
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canoemen, impraticable to put to fea; and in fact, no other 
canoe durft attempt the bar, during that and feveral fucceeding 
days. 2 


The boatfwain of the canoe remonftrated in vain; the canoe 
was pufhed off the beach; and this unfortunate gentleman was 
afloat three hours, drenched with repeated breaches of the furf, 
before he got over the bar. At laft the canoe paffed it, and he 
got fafe on board a {mall veffel belonging to the Gold Coatt.. 


The canoe, however, was overfet on her return. 


It does not appear, that the natives had any reafons, fuffi- 
ciently ftrong, to warrant this violent behaviour. Mr. Gourg 
indeed had been accufed of haughty and fupercilious. behaviour, 
He made no trade himfelf; and he did not receive the traders, 
nor even the Caboceers, with that ceremony and refpect which 
had been always cuftomary ; and to which indeed they had been 
entitled, in confequence of the courtefy and politenefs they had 
always fhewn. towards the white men. It was reported, that 
his own officers had confpired againft him, and. had done him 
ill offices with the King. 


However that may be, this cruel treatment feems to have 
affected his health; for he afterwards died on board the fhip 
Rouen, during his paffage towards Cape Francois. 


This is the fecond inftance of the.expulfion of a French 
covernor from Whydah; Monf. Cusie having experienced a 
fimilar 
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fimilar fate, though with lefs humiliating circumflances, about 
the year 1762, upon a charge of having fold contraband articles. 
to the enemies of Dahomy. 


A tranfactiion happened about this period, which is worthy 
notice. Eyeo, powerful as we have feen it, appears to be 
tributary to a neigbouring and more powerful Prince, called 
Tappabh,* of whofe hiftory little is known. The King of 
Eyeo, defirous, it feems, to throw off the yoke, had ordered. 
the buffalo’s hide to be twice trodden, in order to give Tappah. 
a hearty drubbing. His army however, numerous as it was, 
met with a complete overthrow, and was under the neceffity 
of fubmitting to the victor’s own terms, having loft thirteen: 
umbrellas in the action. 


1791. In the months of January, February, and March, 
the folemnization of the grand Cuftoms, and of the King’s. 
coronation, took place; the ceremonies of which lafted the 
whole three months, and were marked almoft every day with. 
human blood. Captain Fayrer, and particularly Mr. Hogg,. 
Governor of Apollonia, were prefent; and both affirm, that 
not lefs than 500 men, women, and children, fell as vic- 

, tims 


* Tappa, from its vicinity to Gags, feems to be Jnta, aname givento Affienta: 
by fome of our geographers. It is a very powerful kingdom, on the S. W.. 
border of Eyeo, or Gago. Probably ’Ta-pa may mean Ta— or. Inta-men 3, 
but this is only conjecture. J. F, 


230 HISTORY OF DAHOMY. 


tims to revenge and oftentation, under the fhew of piety: 
many more were expected to fall; but a fudden demand 
for flaves having thrown the lure of avarice before the King, 


he, like his anceftors, fhewed he was not infenfible to its 
temptation. 


